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At  a  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  of  the  State  of  CONNECTICUT, 
ho/den  at  Hartford,  on  the  second  Thursday  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  — 


That  the  Honorable  THOMAS  SEYMOUR 
and  SELAH  HEART,  Esquire,  present  the  thanks  of  this 
Assembly,  to  the  Reverend  JOHN  SMALLEY,  for 
his  Sermon,  delivered  on  the  Anniversary  Election,  on 
the  eighth  of  May  instant,  and  to  request  a  copy  thereof 
for  publication. 

A  true  copy  of  Record, 

Examined  ly 
SAMUEL  WYLLYS,  SECRETARY. 


An  Eledtion  Sermon, 


ISAIAH    111,    4,    5. 

AND  I  will  give  children  to  be  their  princes,  and  babes 
Jhallrule  over  them.     And  the  people  Jhall  be  oppref- 
fed,  every  one  by  another,  and  every  one  by  his  neigh- 
bour :  the  child  Jhall  behave  himf elf  proudly  againft 
the  ancient,  and  the  bafe  againft  the  honorable. 

W  HEN  we  read  and  hear  fuch  threatening  predic- 
tions as  this ;  and  fee  our  judges  as  at  the  firft,  and 
our  counfellors  and  governors  as  at  the  beginning — - 
equally  wife  and  good  ;  we  are  ready  to  blefs  our- 
felves,  and  to  fay  in  our  hearts,  Thefe  things  fhall 
not  come  upon  us.  That  the  whole  of  what  is  here 
foretold,  has  not  yet  come  upon  us,  we  have  cer- 
tainly great  reafon  to  blefs  God,  and  to  congratulate 
one  another.  But  it  ihould  be  remembered,  that 
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neither  paft  mercies,  nor  prefent  happy  circunv 
fiances,  are  any  fecurity  againfl  evils  to  come. 
Surprifing  changes  in  this  fallen  world,  have  ever 
been  frequent,  and  are  flill  to  be  expected.  Prof- 
perity  and  adverfity,  like  funfhine  and  florins, 
are  wont  to  follow  each  other,  almofl  in  conftant 
rotation.  Communities,  as  well  as  individuals, 
that  have  been  remarkably  raifed  up,  are  often  as 
wonderfully  caft  down,  in  the  providence  of  God, 
when  moft  exalted.  "  He  bleffeth  them  alfo,"  it 
is  faid,*  "  fo  that  they  are  multiplied  greatly,  and 
fuffereth  not  their  cattle  to  decreafe.  Again  they 
are  minifhed,  and  brought  low,  through  oppreflion, 
affliction  and  for  row." 

OF  fuch  vidflitudes,  the  ehofen  people  threatened 
in  our  text,  was  a  ftriking  and  an  inflru&ive  exam- 
ple. This  nation  had  long  been  favored,  in  regard 
to  government,  as  well  as  religion,  far  beyond  any 
other  then  on  the  earth.  From  its  earlieft  infancy, 
it  had  been  under  the  peculiar  guardianfhip  of  heav- 
en. "  When  Ifrael  was  a  child,"  fays  the  moft 
High  in  Hofea,t  "  then  I  loved  him,  and  called  my 
fon  out  of  Egypt  : — I  taught  Ephraim  alfo  to  go, 
taking  them  by  their  arms  :  I  drew  them  with  cords 
of  a  man,  with  bands  of  love  ;  and  I  was  to  them 
as  they  that  take  off  the  yoke." 

THEY  had  been  liberated  from  powerful  oppref- 
fors,  and  cruel  talk-mafters,  by  the  out-ftretched 

*  Pfalm  cvii.  38,  39.  f  Chap,  xi.  1—4. 
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arm  of  the  Almighty.  They  had  been  led  likeaflock, 
through  the  Red  Sea,  and  forty  years  in  a  moft  per- 
ilous, howling  wildernefs,  by  the  hand  of  Mofes  and 
Aaron.  Under  Jofhua,  their  great  and  beloved 
general,  they  had  vanquifhed  mighty  armies  ;  and 
had  obtained  a  peaceful  fettlemem  as  a  free  and  an 
independent  people,  in  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and 
honey. 

HERE,  when  they  forgat  God  their  Saviour,  who 
had  done  fuch  great  things  for  them,  and  fo  many 
wonderous  works  before  their  eyes,  he  fometimes 
left  them  to  have  no  guide,  overfeer  or  ruler  ;  and 
fufFered  the  Heathen  around  them,  to  make  terri- 
ble inroads  on  their  borders.  Neverthelefs,  as  often 
as  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their  diftrefieB,  he 
raifed  them  up  judges — valiant,  righteous  men, 
to  deliver  them  out  of  the  hand  of  their  enemies, 
and  to  adminifter  j  uftice  among  them.  Afterwards, 
becaufe  of  their  uneafmefs,  and  the  hardnefsof 
their  hearts,  God  gave  them  kings  ;  and  thefe,  fev- 
eral  of  them,  were  very  eminent  for  wifdom  and 
virtue.  Nor  was  their  happinefs,  in  this  refpeft, 
yet  at  an  end ;  for  Ifaiah  prophefied  no  later  than  the 
reign  of  Hezekiah  ;  one  of  the  moil  amiable  and 
beftof  princes. 

BUT,  from  the  days  of  their  fathers,  they  had 
gone  away  from  God's  ordinances  ;  and  now,  it 
feems,  the  meafure  of  their  iniquities  was  almoft 
full.  A  very  awful  decree  of  the  holy  One  of  If- 
rael  againft  them  is  therefore  here  announced.  See 
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the  preceding  context.  "  For,  behold,  the  Lord, 
the  Lord  of  hofts,  doth  take  away  from  Jerufalem, 
and  from  Judah,  the  flay  and  the  (laff;  the  whole 
flay  of  bread,  and  the  whole  flay  of  water  ;  the 
mighty  man,  and  the  man  of  war;  the  judge,  and 
the  prophet,  and  the  prudent,  and  the  ancient  ; 
the  captain  of  fifty,  and  the  honorable  man,  and 
the  counfellor,  and  the  cunning  artificer,  and  the 
eloquent  orator.  And  I  will  give  children  to  be  their 
princes" 


FROM  my  text,  thus  connected,  the  doctrine  de^ 
ducible,  which  will  be  our  prefent  fubjecl,  is  this  : 

TuArtobe  under  a  weak  government,  is  one  of  the 
greatejl  calamities  ,  ever  fent  upon  a  people. 

THIS,  you  obferve,  is  here  threatened  together 
with  drouth  and  famine  in  the  extreme  —  a  total 
want  of  bread  and  of  water  ;  as  well  as  being  be- 
reaved of  the  mod  eminent  men,  in  every  necefla- 
ry  employment  :  and  it  is  mentioned  laft,  and  mofl 
enlarged  upon,  as  the  confummation  of  rnifery. 

BUT,  after  explaining  the  calamity  defigned,  and 
fome  of  the  principal  caufes  of  it,  I  (hall  attend, 
more  particularly,  to  the  proof  and  illuftration  of 
this  doctrine. 

THERE  are  two  fenfes,  in  which  government  is 
faid  to  be  weak  :  when  it  is  unwife  ;  and  when  it 
wants  energy.  The  latter  is  the  more  extenfive  fig- 
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nifkation  of  the  phrafe ;  and  it  comprehends  the 
former  :  this,  therefore,  is  the  fenfe  now  to  be  con- 
fidered.  By  a  weak  government  will  be  meant, 
one  that  wants  energy  ;  whether  through  the  weak- 
nefs  of  thofe  by  whom  it  is  adminiitered,  or  by 
any  other  means. 

To  mention,  with  a  little  enlargement,  fome  of 
the  moft  common  caufes  of  fo  ^reat  an  evil,  will  not 
be  foreign  to  the  defign  of  this  anniverfary. 

i.  That  the  government  of  a  nation  •  or  ftate  has 
not  proper  energy,  may  be  the  fault  of  its  confti- 
tution.  A  form  of  government  may  be  fuch,  that, 
unlefs  the  adminiftration  of  it  be  arbitrary,  it  will 
neceflarily  be  weak. 

To  give  rulers  all  that  power,  and  referve  to  the 
fubjeds  all  that  liberty,  which  is  bed  for  the  peo- 
ple, is  a  nice  point  ;  yery  difficult,  I  imagine,  to 
be  axaclly  hit,  by  the  wifeft  of  men,  and  men  the 
mod  difmterefted.  There  is  danger  of  erring, 
undoubtedly,  on  either  hand  ;  of  abridging  fre- 
dom,  as  well  as  of  limiting  authority,  more  than  is 
for  the  greatefl  general  good — of  adopting  a  con- 
ilitution  too  defpoticr  as  well  as  one  too  feeble.  But 
when  it  is  left  to  the  people  at  large,  what  govern- 
ment they  will  be  under,  the  error  moft  to  be  appre- 
hended, I  believe,  is  on  the  fide  of  inefficiency. 

THE  love  of  liberty  is  natural  to  all   mankind  j 
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and  even  to  birds,  and  four-footed  animals,  and 
creeping  things.  Of  this  celebrated  virtue,  we  loft 
nothing  by  the  fall  of  our  firfl  parents.  Every  one, 
however  depraved  in  other  refpe&s,  wifhes  to  be 
free — unboundedly  free  ;  to  have  none  above  him  ; 
to  be  his  own  fubjedt,  his  own  governor,  his  own 
judge.  And  when,  for  obtaining  the  advantages 
of  focial  union,  individuals  give  up  to  the  commu- 
nity, or  to  any  conftituted  authorities,  a  power  over 
their  words  and  actions,  their  property  and  lives  ; 
they  do  it  with  great  reluctance,  and  as  fparingly 
aspoflible.  ; 

To  obferve  the  extreme  reluctance  of  fome,  oa 
fuch  occafions — to  fee  how  ftrenuoufly  they  will 
difpute  every  inch  of  power,  vefted  any  where, 
which  might  poflibly  be  abufed,  or  turned  againft 
themfelves  ;  is  apt  to  remind  one  of  the  cautious 
policy  of  certain  ancient  Pagans,  defcribed  by  Jer- 
emiah, in  regard  to  their  gods.  Not  only  would 
they  have  gods  of  their  own  making,  and  made  of 
fuch  materials  that  they  mufi  needs  be  born,  becaufe 
they  could  not  go  j  but,  as  wooden  gods  could  fall  and 
might  happen  to  fall  upon  the  makers  of  them,  or 
on  iheir  children,  or  valuable  furniture  ;  for  full  fe- 
curity,  they  fqflened  them  with  nails  and  'with  ham- 
mers. "  Be  not  afraid  of  them,"  fays  the  proph- 
et ;  "  for  they  cannot  do  evil ;  neither  alfo  is  it  in 
them  to  do  good.0 

CHECKS,  unqueftionably,  there  ought  to  be,  on 
every  department  of  a  free  government  :    But  if 
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fuch  cheeks  be  laid  upon  rulers,  that  the  ruled  are 
under  no  check  at  all,  harmlefs,  indeed,  will  fuch 
rulers  be  ;  but  altogether  infignificant.  Thefe  fer* 
vants  of  ike  people i  mufl  have  more  power  than  the 
child,  and  the  bafe,  who  proudly  fo  call  them  ;  un- 
leis  we  would  have  them  miferable  gods,  or  mintfters 
cf  God  to  us  for  good — their  fcripture  titles.  They 
mufl  have  authority  to  punim  treafonable  lies  a- 
gainll  themfelves,  as  well  as  flnnders  againfl  the 
meanefl  of  their  fubjecls  ;  otherwife,  who  will  be 
afraid  of  them  ?  Or  what  protection  can  they  af- 
ford ? 

2.  THAT  the  government  of  a  people  is  too 
weak,  may  be  the  fault  of  thofe  betrufled  with  its 
adminiftration.  It  may  be  owiag  to  their  iveaknefs  ; 
or  to  their  indolence,  or  flownefs  in  doing  bufinefs  \ 
or  to  their  exceflive  lenity  ;  or  to  their  not  being  of 
a  virtuous  character,  or  not  paying  a  due  attention 
to  the  flrict  regularity  of  their  own  lives.  Thefe 
particulars,  fuffer  me  curforily  to  go  over. 

WHEN  the  rulers  of  a  land  are  children  ;  wheth- 
er in  underflanding,  or  in  firmnefs  and  (lability  of 
mind,  we  are  not  certainly  to  expecl  that  the  reins 
of  government  will  be  guided  with  difcretion,  and 
held  with  fufficient  force.  To  govern  well,  at  leaft 
in  the  higher  and  more  difficult  offices,  confidera- 
ble  theoretic  knowledge,  fome  experience,  and 
more  than  common  natural  powers,  are  altogether 
neceflary.  And  fo  is  that  degree  of  courage  and 
inflexibility,  which  will  enable  a  man  to  maintain 
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his  poft,  and  to  perfevere  in  what  appears,  to  him 
the  plain  path  of  duty  ;  unmoved  by  noify  oppofi- 
tion— undaunted  by  popular  clamor — undifmayed 
by  imminent  danger. 

To  fupport  an  efficient  government,  rulers  mull 
likewife  be  men  of  vigilance  and  activity.  "  He 
that  ruleth,"  fays  an  Apoftle,*  "  with  diligence" 
And  of  Jeroboam  it  was  faid,f  "  Solomon,  feeing 
the  young  man  that  he  was  indujlrious,  he  made 
him  ruler  over  all  the  charge  of  the  houfe  of  Jo- 
feph."  A  commonwealth,  under  the  fuperinten- 
dency  of  indolent  men,  will  refemble  the  field  of 
the  flothful  which  we  read  of,  that  was  "  all  grown 
over  with  thorns ;  the  face  of  it  covered  with  net- 
tles, and  the  itone  wall  thereof  broken  down." 
Or,  though  rulers  be  not  "  flothful  in  biifinefs ;" 
they  may  be  fo  flow  in  tranfacling  it,  and  in  bring- 
ing any  thing  to  a  termination,  as  very  much  to 
lower  the  tone,  and  defeat, the  falutary  defigFis,  of 
civil  government.  When  courts  of  juftice  are  fo 
dilatory  in  their  decifions,  and  fuch  endlefs  eva- 
fions,  and  reviews,  are  admitted  ;  that  a  man  had 
better  lofe  ahnofl  any  debtor  damage,  than  com- 
mence a  legal  procefs  for  a  recovery,  the  prote&ion 
of  law  mud  be  lamentably  weak. 

EXCESSIVE  lenity,  will  have  a  fimilar  effect. 
Mercy,  is  indeed  an  amiable  attribute  ;  to  pafs  over 
a  tranfgreflion,  is  faid  to  be  the  glory  of  a  man ; 

*  Rom.  xii.  8.  f  i  Kings  xi.  28. 
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and  being  ready  to  forgive,  is  a  duty  much  inculca- 
ted in  the  word  of  God  :  But  in  one  who  fuftains 
any  place  of  authority,  whether  that  of  a  parent, 
or  matter,  or  civil  inagiftrate  ;  lenity  and  indul- 
gence may  be  carried  farther  than  is  the  glory  or 
duty  of  a  man  ;  unlefs  it  be  his  duty  and  glory  to 
have  no  government.  Should  rulers  remit  crimes, 
or  pafs  them  over  without  condemnation,  when  the 
public  good,  or  righting  an  injured  individual,  re- 
quires their  punimment ;  merciful  they  might  be, 
but  not  as  our  Father  in  Heaven  is  merciful. 

LIBERALITY  to  the  poor,  outcf  one's  own  pro- 
per goods,  is  a  capital  chriftian  virtue  ;  but  of  the 
property  of  other  people,  judges  and  law-givers, 
may  poflibly  be  over  liberal.  The  perfons  even  of 
the  poor,  are  not  to  be  refpe&ed  in  judgment. 
Making  provifion  by  law,  for  fupporting  fuch  as  are 
unable  to  fupport  themfelves,is  doubtlefs  very  com- 
mendable ;  but  why  thofe  who  happen  to  be  the 
creditors  of  the  poor;  who  have  helped  them  much 
already,  and  fufFered  much  by  their  flacknefs  and 
breach  of  promife,  mould  be  flill  obliged  to  lofe 
ten  times  more  for  their  relief,  or  for  the  relief  of 
their  families,  than  others  equally  able,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  conceive.  And  mould  courts  of  law,  or 
courts  of  equity,  cancel  the  debts  of  men,  when- 
ever they  plead  a  prefent  incapacity  to  pay  them, 
whether  fuch  clemency  might  not  too  much  weaken 
government,  as  a  fecurity  to  every  one  in  his  right- 
ful claims,  may  be  a  queftion.  Indeed,  in  any  cafe, 
to  give  an  infolvent  debtor  a final  di (charge  from  all 
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he  owes,  without  the  confent  of  his  creditors,  looks 
like  giving  him  a  licence  to  be  an  unrighteous  man. 
For  can  it  ever  be  right,  or  can  any  court  under 
heaven  make  it  right,  for  a  man  not  to  pay  his 
promifed  debts,  for  value  received,  when  now  he 
has  money  enough,  becaufe  once,  the  payment  of 
them  was  not  in  the  power  of  his  hands. 

THUS  to  exonerate  of  a  heavy  load  of  old  debts, 
one  deeply  infolvent,  is  neceflary,  it  will  be  faid  ; 
as  without  this  he  could  have  no  courage  to  com- 
mence bufmefs  anew.  And,  no  doubt,  iuch  ex- 
peeled  exoneration,  will  be  a  mighty  encourage- 
ment to  extravagant  adventurers,  who  have  noth- 
ing to  lofe,  fmce,  by  running  the  greatell  hazards, 
with  the  ilendereft  chance  of  immenfe  gain,  they 
rifk  only  the  property  of  others.  If  fucce&ful,  the 
profit  is  their  own  ;  if  unfuccefsful,  the  lofs  is  their 
neighbour's.  But  if  the  tendency  of  being  thus 
merciful,  were  much  better  than  it  is  ;  or  the  ur- 
gency for  it  far  greater  ;  would  it  not  be  doing  evil 
that  good  may  come.  "  He  that  ruleth  over  men 
muftbejud"*  The  laws  of  truth  and  righteouf- 
nefs,  are  not  nofes  of  wax ;  to  be  bent  any  way, 
as  will  fuit  prefent  convenience.  It  is  dangerous 
to  break  down,  or  break  over,  the  fixed  barrier 
of  eternal  juftice,  on  any  pretence  of  temporary 
neceifity. 

ONE  way  more  was  hinted,  in  which  thofe  who 
govern,  may  weaken  government  j  and  that  is,  by 

*  %  Sam.  xxiii.  3. 
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being  men  of  a  vicious  character  ;  or  by  not  pay- 
ing a  due  attention  to  the  Uriel:  regularity  of  their 
own  lives.  Indeed,  "  a  wicked  ruler"  is  often 
ftrong,  and  fierce,  and  aftive,  as  "  a  roaring  lion 
and  a  ranging  bear  ;"  but  rarely  for  the  benefit  of 
"  the  poor  people."  He  will  not  be  eager  to  pluck 
the  fpoil  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  fraudulent  villain,  or 
the  violent  oppreffor  ;  unlefs  that  he  may  get  it  into 
his  own.  Nor  will  authority,  in  the  hands  of  liber- 
tine men,  however  it  may  terrify,  be  much  revered* 
When  the  makers  or  judges  of  laws,  are  themfelves 
notorious  breakers  of  them,  or  of  the  laws  of  heav- 
en, government  will  neceflarily  fall  into  contempt* 
It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  advancing  to  pofts 
of  honor,  men  of  ioofe  principles  and  morals,  gives 
reputation  to  licentioufnefs,  and  ftamps  it  as  the 
current  fafhion.  Their  example  will  encourage  evil 
doers,  more  than  all  the  punifhments  they  are 
likely  to  inflict,  will  be  a  terror  to  them.  "  The 
wicked  walk  on  every  fide  when  the  vileft  men  are 
exalted."* 

BUT  rulers  may  be  far  from  being  the  *vileft  men, 
they  may  be  very  good  men ;  and  yet,  by  an  incau- 
tious conformity  to  common  pra&ices,  fuppofed 
to  be  innocent,  they  may  too  much  countenance  fome 
things  which  are  of  very  hurtful  tendency.  Per- 
mit me  to  inftance  in  one  particular.  "  It  is  not 
for  kings,"  we  read,  "  to  drink  wine,  nor  for 
princes  ftrong  drink."t  And  certainly,  it  is  not  for 

*  Pfalm  xii.  8.          f  Prov.  xxxi.  4. 
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the  lower  claries  to  drink  fo  much  of  thefe  as  many 
of  them  do,  if  they  regard  their  health,  or  compe- 
tence, or  peace.  I  felect  this  inftance,  becaufeitis 
directly  pertinent  to  the  main  fubject  in  hand. 
Nothing  is  a  greater  weakener  of  government — 
nothing  makes  the  multitude  more  heady  and  high- 
minded — nothing  raifes  oftener  or  louder,  the  cry 
of  liberty  and  equality — nothing  more  emboldens  and 
inflames  that  little  member,  which  boafteth  great 
things,  and  fetteth  on  fire  the  whole  courfe  of  na- 
ture— nothing,  in  a  word,  makes  men  more  inca- 
pable of  governing  themfelves,  or  of  being  govern- 
ed, thmjtrong  drink.  Now,if  rulers  drink,  though 
not  to  drunkennefs  ;  not  fo  as  quite  to  "  forget  the 
law,"  or  greatly  to  "  pervert  the  judgment  of  any ;" 
if  they  only  drink  as  much  as  is  very  univerfally 
cuftomary,  in  polite  circles,  on  great  occafions ; 
though  they  do  not  hurt  themfelves,  they  may  too 
much  fan ction  that  which  will  hurt  their  inferiors* 
That  divine  injunction,  "  Thou  malt  not  follow  a 
multitude  to  do  evil,"*  lies  with  peculiar  weight  on 
civil  rulers,  as  well  as  religious  teachers.  They, 
more  than  others,  are  under  obligation  to  lead  the 
multitude,  in  whatfoever  things  are  fober,  wife  and 
good.  They,  of  all  men,  are  bound  in  duty  to  ab- 
ftain  from  all  appearance  of  any  thing,  which,  im- 
proved upon  by  bungling  eager  imitators,  might 
grow  into  a  practice  pernicious  to  fociety.  Nor 
mould  it  be  forgotten,  that  every  deviation  from 
rectitude  of  conduct,  lelTens  the  dignity,  and  low- 

*  Exod.  xxiii.  2. 
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ers  the  authority  of  great  men.  "  Dead  flies  caufe 
the  ointment  of  the  apothecary  to  fend  forth  a  (link- 
ing favor  :  fo  doth  a  little  folly,  him  that  is  in  rep- 
utation for  wifdom  and  honor.5'];  But, 

3.  THAT  weaknefs  of  government  which  is  a  ca- 
lamity to  any  people,  is  often  principally  the  fault 
of  the  people  themfelves.  It  may  be  owing  to  their 
negligence,  or  to  their  caprice  and  folly,  in  the 
choice  of  their  rulers  ;  or  it  may  be  owing  to  their 
ill-treatment  of  them  whenchofen.  A  government 
moft  excellent  in  its  conftitution,  and  moft  wife, 
juft  and  firm,  in  its  adminiftration,  may  be  enerva- 
ted, or  rendered  inadequate,  by  the  ungovernable- 
iiefs  of  the  people  :  By  their  revilings  and  flanders 
— their  haughtinefs  and  infolence — their  factions 
and  tumults.  David  once  laid,  "  I  am  this  day 
weak,  though  anointed  king  ;  and  thefe  men,  the 
fons  of  Zeruiah,  are  too  hard  for  me."§ 

NOR  mufl  it  be  omitted,  that,  befides  the  imme- 
diate natural  caufes  of  a  weak  government,  the  ir- 
religion,  or  general  wickednefs  of  a  people,  may 
be  its  procuring  caufe,  as  a  judgment  of  heaven. 
cc  The  moft  High  ruleth  in  the"  nations  of  men  y 
"  and  giveth"  the  dominion  over  them,  "  to  whom 
foever  he  will."||  "  For  promotion  cometh  neither 
from  the  eaft,  nor  from  the  weft,  nor  from  the 
fouth  ;  but  God  is  the  judge  ;  he  putteth  down  one, 

J  Eccl.  x.  i.        §  z  Sam.  iii.  39.         ||  Dap.  iv.  31, 

e 
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and  fetteth  up  another."^"  When  the  ways  of  a  peo- 
ple pleafe  the  Lord — when  they  fear  Him,  and  work 
righteoufnefs  ;  among  other  bleffings,  he  gives  them 
good  governors,  under  whofe  able  and  equitable 
adminiftration,  they  lead  quiet  and  peaceable  lives. 
On  the  contrary,  when  they  forget  Him,  neglect 
his  worihip,  and  difregard  his  word ;  among  other 
modes  of  punifhment,  he  takes  away  their  wife  and 
faithful  magiftrates,  and  gives  them  weak  or  wick- 
ed ones  in  their  flead  ;  or  leaves  them  to  trample  all 
authority  under  foot.  This  was  the  caufe  of  the  ca- 
lamities threatened  in  our  text  and  context.  See 
the  eighth  verfe,  which  concludes  the  paragraph. 
"  For  Jerufalem  is  ruined,  and  Judah  is  fallen  ; 
becaufe  their  tongue  and  their  doings  are  againft  the 
Lord,  to  provoke  the  eyes  of  his  glory." 

LET  us  now  attend,  as  was  propofed,to  the  proof 
and  illuflration  of  the  do&rine  laid  down  :  That, 
of  all  the  calamities  ever  fent  upon  a  people,  being 
under  a  weak  government,  is  one  of  the  mod  de- 
plorable. 

IT  is  faid,*  "  Woe  to  thee,  O  land,  when  thy 
king  is  a  child."  It  is  alfo  afked,f  ""If  the  foun- 
dations be  deftroyed,  what  can  the  righteous  do  ?" 
And  if  we  confider  the  matter,  it  may  eafily  be  feen, 
that  the  people  of  all  chara&ers,  and  not  merely 
the  righteous  among  them,  mud  be  in  a  very  wretch- 
ed condition,  mould  government  be  overturned, 
or  have  no  coercive  force. 

If  Pfal.  Ixxv.  6,  7.        *  Eccl.  x.  16.        f  Pfal.  xi.  3. 
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FIRST  ;  an  expofednefs  to  all  manner  of  mutual 
injuries,  without  redrefs,  is  one  obvious  evil  thence 
arifmg.  The  people  floali  be  opprejfed,  every  one  by 
ajwiber,  and  every  one  by  bis  neighbour. 

"  SURELY  oppreflion  maketh  a  wife  man  mad,"  is 
an  obfervation  of  the  royal  preacher.|  And  many 
are  the  accounts  in  hiftory,  of  oppreflion's  having 
had  this  effect  on  a  multitude  of  men,  the  wife  a- 
mong  the  foolifh.  How  often  have,  whole  nations 
raved  and  raged,  like  the  fierceft  of  animals,  un- 
der the  operation  of  the  hydrophobia,  at  only  a  dif- 
tant  apprenfien  of  this  terrible  evil  ? 


I  AM  fenfible,  it  is  the  dread  of  oppreflion 
government,  and  not  of  being  opprefied  one  by  a- 
nother,  through  the  want  or  iveaknefs  of  it,  that 
ufualiy  occafions  this  rage,  and  thefe  ravings.  The 
people  are  ten  times  more  apt  to  be  afraid  of  hav- 
ing heavy  burdens  and  grievous  reflraints  laid  upon 
them,  by  the  beft  men  in  power,  than  of  any  thing 
they  might  be  in  danger  of  fuffering  from  their 
equals,  however  wicked,  and  however  unreftrained. 
But  what  can  t>e  the  reafon  of  this  ?  Is  it  becaufe 
there  is  not  really  as  much  mifchief  to  be  feared, 
from  individual,  as  from  public  oppreffion  ?  From 
the  oppreflions  of  the  many,  as  of  the  few  ?  From 
the  unrighteoufnefs  of  millions,  let  loofe,  as  from 
that  of  one  man,  or  a  fmall  number  of  men  ? 

THIS,  certainly,  is  not  the  cafe  ;  this  cannot  be 

t  Eccl.  vii.  7. 


so  ELECTION  SERMON. 

the  reafon.  When  there  is  no  law,  arid  every  one 
does  what  he  thinks  fit,  without  fear  of  punimment, 
the  people,  I  believe,  have  ever  been,  and  are  ever 
likely  to  be,  much  more  unhappy  than  even  under 
a  very  defpotic  and  oppreffive  government. 

WHAT  then  is  the  reafon  ?  Why  are  the  people, 
\vhcfe  voice  is  laid  to  be  the  voice  of  God,  fo  much 
more  ready  to  found  and  take  an  alarm,  when 
threatened  with  the  latter,  than  with  the  former 
of  thefe  evils  ?  Why  are  they  fo  loud  and  tumul- 
tuous, when  their  liberties  are  thought  to  be  in  any 
danger ;  and  fo  quiet  and  eafy,  when  government 
is  rudely  attacked,  and  ready  to  be  overthrown  ? 
Why  is  the  fliock  of  terror  fo  much  greater  and 
more  univerfal,  at  the  remoteft  profpecl:  of  tyran- 
ny, than  at  the  neareft,  and  moft  evident  approxi- 
mation to  total  anarchy  ? — There  may  be  feveral 
leaions. 

ONE,  probably,  is  ;  when  the  people  are  op- 
preifed  by  each  other,  their  fufferings  are  feparately 
felt  :  Whereas,  oppreflion  from  the  higher  powers 
falls  upon  all  in  a  body.  In  the  former  cafe,  every 
one  bears  his  own  different  burdens  ;  and  divided 
complaints,  though  bitter,  make  but  a  confufed  and 
feeble  murmur  :  in  the  latter  cafe,  all  feel  or  fear 
the  fame ;  all  voices,  therefore,  are  united  in  one 

tremendous  cry. 

* 

ANOTHER  reafon  may  be  ;  under  oppreflion  from 
government,  often  no  other  way  of  relief  is  feen? 
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than  popular  combinations  and  in-furredions ;  but 
when  injuries  are  done  us  by  individuals,  becaufe 
there  is  no  government  to  reftrain  them,  a  remedy 
is  always  near  and  obvious.  If  every  one  is  oppref- 
fed,  every  one  can  be  an  oppreffor.  If  a  man's 
neighbours  all  bite  and  devour  him,  he  can  bite  and 
devour  all  his  neighbours.  Hence,  a  dilfoiution  of 
government,  inftead  of  being  univerfally  depreca- 
ted, appears  to  many,  "  A  confummation  devout- 
ly to  be  wifhed." 

BUT  there  is  another  caufe  of  the  wonderful  phe- 
nomenon I  am  accounting  for,  more  influential  per- 
haps with  the  moft,  than  both  the  forementioned. 
It  is  owing  to  charity.  A  kind  of  charity,  not  the 
exclufive  glory  of  modern  times  ;  but  entirely  pe- 
culiar to  fallen  creatures.  A  kind  of  charity,  which 
covers  a  multitude  of  our  own  fins,  from  our  own 
fight.  A  kind  of  charity  which  always  begins,  and 
ends,  at  home  ;  though  often  extenfive  in  its  circuits. 
From  this  boafted  charity,  we  are  ever  inclined  to 
hope  all  things,  and  believe  all  things,  in  favour  of 
any  number,  or  clafs,  or  order  of  beings,  in  which, 
we  ourfelves  are  included.  Thus  men,  naturally 
think  of  mankind,  more  highly  than  they  ought  to 
think.  Frenchmen,  of  the  French  :  Britons,  of 
the  Britifh  :  Americans,  of  the  people  of  Ameri- 
ca :  Thofe  of  every  itate  and  town,  of  their  own 
flate's  men  and  town's  men  j  and  men  of  every  cal- 
ling, of  their  brethren  of  the  fame  occupation,  col- 
le&ively  confidered.  In  like  manner,  the  common 
people,  think  the  common  people  exceedingly  hon- 
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eft,  harmlefs,  and  virtuous  ;  while  of  thofe  In 
power,  though  of  their  own  choofing,  and  juft 
chofen  out  of  all  the  people,  they  have  not  near  fo 
favorable  an  opinion.  That  the  people  mould  have 
too  much  liberty,  therefore,  they  are  not  at  all 
afraid :  that  rulers  will  not  have  checks  enough  upon 
them,  is  all  their  fear. 

THIS  beam,  of  felfifh  liberality  of  fentiment,  it 
may  be  impoflible  for  us  to  caft  wholly  out  of  our 
eye :  But  that,  round  the  edges  of  it,  we  may  get 
fome  glimpfe  of  real  human  nature  ;  I  know  of  no 
better  way  than  to  look  upon  mankind  one  by  one  ; 
or  in  circles  not  including  ourfelves.  Let  us  then 
think  of  other  nations  ;  other  ftates ;  other  towns, 
and  neighbourhoods  ;  or  of  particular  perfons  a- 
mong  ourneareft  neighbours.  In  this  feparateview, 
let  us  fearch  and  look ;  let  us  impartially  examine 
characters. — Where  do  we  find  a  great  predomi- 
nance of  the  innocent  inoffenfive  people  ?  Where 
do  we  find  a  nation,  or  ftate,  or  town,  or  fociety, 
except  our  own,  fo  very  virtuous  ?  Where  do  we 
find  many  individuals,  befides  ourfelves,  fo  juft  and 
true,  temperate  and  chafte,  meek  and  merciful ; 
fo  free  from  coveteoufnefs,  pride,  envy,  revenge, 
and  every  unfriendly  paffion,  that  we  could  live  fafe- 
Jy  among  them,  were  they  at  full  liberty  from  all 
the  reftraints  of  law  and  government  ? 

INDEED,  how  great  an  alteration  this  would  make, 
in  the  apparent  characters  of  moft  men,  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive,  without  the  trial.  A  very  partial  trial 
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of  it,  for  a  fhort  time,  fome  of  us  have  once  feen  ; 
when  "ft  was  made  lawful  to  difcharge  pecuniary  ob- 
ligations, at  the  rate  of  a  tenth,  a  twentieth,  and 
even  a  fiftieth,  of  the  real  value  juftly  due.  We 
then  had  a  convincing  evidence,  that  the  external 
juftice  of  our  common  honeft  people,  is  owing  to 
the  expected  compulfion  of  civil  law,  much  more 
than  to  uprightnefs  of  heart,  or  feelings  of  con- 
fcience,  or  any  dread  of  a  higher  tribunal.  From 
this  fpecimen,  and  from  the  facred  ftory  of  the 
behaviour  of  the  men  of  Benjamin,  relative  to  the 
Levite  from  mount  Ephraim,  when  "  there  was 
no  king  in  Ifrael ;  and  every  one  did  that  which  was 
right  in  his  own  eyes  ;"  we  may  have  fome  faint  idea 
of  the  horrid  fcenes  of  unrighteoumefs,  lewdnefs 
and  cruelty,  that  would  every  where  be  a&ed,  were 
it  not  for  the  fear  of  temporal  punifhment.  From, 
all  that  we  have  read  of  the  deftru&ion  of  mankind 
by  one  another,  when  ever  they  are  at  liberty  ;  and 
from  recent  indifputable  information  of  the  mock- 
ing flate  of  things,  where  government  has  been 
overturned;  we  may  well  believe  that  the  fcripture 
accounts  of  the  depravity  of  men,  are  no  exagge- 
ration. Not  even  the  following  :  "  Their  throat 
is  an  open  fepulchre ;  with  their  tongues  they  have 
ufed  deceit ;  the  poifon  of  afps  is  under  their  lips  ; 
whofe  mouth  is  full  of  curling  and  bitternefs  ;  their 
feet  are  fwift  to  flied  blood.  Deflrudion  and  mife- 
ry  are  in  their  ways,  and  the  way  of  peace  have 
they  not  known."* 

*  Rom.  iii.  13—17. 

• 
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BUT  if  this  be  a  true  portrait  of  fallen  men,  when 
left  to  themfelves,  how  much  are  we  indebted  to 
the  reftraint  laid  upon  them,  for  the  little  peace  we 
enjoy  ?  And  may  we  not  well  be  convinced,  that 
all  the  terror  of  the  civil  fword,  in  the  mod  faith- 
ful and  fldlful  hands,  will  not  be  more  than  enough 
to  reftrain  from  iniquity,  fuch  a  race  of  beings,  fo 
that  they  may  dwe]l  together,  not  in  unity,  as  breth- 
ren, but  with  any  tolerable  fafety  ?  Efpecially  if, 
as  is  added  to  finifh  the  above  picture,  "  There  is 
no  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes  ?"  And  that  this 
laft  trait,  is  flill  a  part  of  the  character  of  many, 
is  abundantly  evident,  both  from  their  avowed  prin- 
ciples and  open  practices.  Now  this  being  the  cafe, 
that  while  the  hearts  of  men  are  fully  fet  in  them  to 
do  evil,  they  have  no  fear  of  the  God  of  heaven 
to  reftrain  them  ;  were  it  not  for  the  dread  of  gods 
on  earth,  our  civil  rulers,  what  fecurity  mould  we 
have,  for  our  names,  or  property,  or  lives  ?  If  we 
had  no  other  evil  to  apprehend,  from  weaknefs  of 
government,  than  only  this,  of  lying  open  to  .all 
manner  of  mutual  oppreilions,  ilander,  frauds  and 
violences ;  it  would,  even  then,  be  evidently  one  of 
the  greateft  calamities  that  could  befal  a  people. 

BUT  a  fecond  evil,  fome  what  diftinct,  and 
worthy  of  fome  notice,  is  fuggefled  in  our  text  : 
No  one  in  a  fubordinate  ftation  would  keep  his  prop- 
er place,  or  treat  his  fuperiors  with  fuitable  refpect. 
The  child ]h all  behave  himfelf  proudly  againft  the  ancient^ 
and  the  bafe  againft  the  honorable. 
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SOLOMON  fays,  "  There  is  an  evil  which  I  have 
feen  under  the  fun,  as  an  error  that  proceeded!  from 
the  ruler  :  Folly  is  fet  in  great  dignity,  and  the 
rich  in  low  place.  I  have  feen  fervants  riding  upon 
horfes,  and  princes  walking  as  fervants  upon  the 
earth."f  When  authority  fails,  or  is  obftructed, 
at  the  fountain  head,  its  remoteft  dreams  muft,  in 
a  little  time,  run  low.  If  parents  will  not  obey 
magiftrates,  children  will  be  difobedient  to  parents ; 
if  matters  refufe  fubjeclion  to  the  higher  powers, 
their  fervants  and  apprentices  will  foon  pay  as  little 
regard  to  their  injunctions.  Thus  this  evil  proceed- 
eth  from  the  ruler  ;  or  from  his  not  being  able  to 
rule.  And  a  ferious  evil  it  certainly  is.  By  fuperi* 
ors,  in  every  degree,  it  will  foon  be  very  fenfibly 
felt.  They  will  have  none  to  fear  them,  none  to 
honor  them,  none  over  whom  they  can  have  any 
command.  Inferiors,  of  the  very  lowefl  grade, 
may  exult,  for  a  while, in  fuchaeras  of  freedom;  and 
think  them  glorious  times.  But  even  to  thefe — to 
the  child  and  the  bafe,  this  turning  of  things  upfide 
down,  generally  proves  fatal  in  the  end.  Being  un- 
der no  control,  they  fpend  their  time  in  idlenefs  ; 
wafte  their  fubftance,  if  they  have  any,  in  riotous 
living ;  have  recourfe  to  pilfering,  gambling,  and 
every  hazardous  expedient,  to  fupport  their  extrav- 
agances, and  by  various  foolifh  and  hurtful  practi- 
ces, foon  plunge  themfelves  into  irrecoverable 
wretchednefs  and  ruin. 

f  Eccl.  x.  5,  6,  7. 
D 
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THERE  is  yet  a  third  capital  evil,  arifmg  from  too 
weak  a  government,  which,  though  not  mentioned 
in  our  text,  mould  be  briefly  noticed,  when  treat- 
ing of  this  fubject  at  large.  A  community  in  fuch 
a  fituation,  will  be  able  to  make  little  defence  againfl 
a  foreign  enemy.  Like  the  people  of  Laifh,  who 
had  no  magiftrate  in  the  land  to  put  them  to  fhame 
in  any  thing  ;  they  will  be  an  eafy  prey  to  any  hand- 
ful of  enterprifing  invaders.  No  refources  can  be 
drawn  forth — no  navies  furnifhed — no  armies  raif- 
ed  and  fupplied — no  fortifications  erected  and  gar- 
rifoned,  without  energy  in  government.  What  Sol- 
omon fays  of  a  man  that  has  no  rule  over  his  own 
fpirit,  holds  equally  true  of  an  ungoverned  nation  : 
it u  is  as  a  city  that  is  broken  down,  and  without 
walls." 

THE  doctrine,  I  conceive,  needs  no  farther  il- 
luftration  or  proof.  It  only  remains,  that  I  en- 
deavor to  point  out  fome  ufeful  inferences  from  it, 
applicable  to  our  own  times,  and  to  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion. 

i.  THE  holy  fcriptures  may  hence  be  vindicated^ 
in  their  being  fo  much  on  the  fide  of  government ; 
and  no  more  favorable  to  the  infurrection  of  infe- 
riors. 

ON  thefe  topics,  it  mud  be  acknowledged,  the 
fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  as  well  as  of  the  old  teftament, 
is  fomewhat  different  from  the  fpirit  that  worketh  in 
the  children  of  difobedience,  among  whom  we  have 
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all  had  our  converfation.  Our  Saviour  "  wenta- 
bout  doing  good,  and  healing  all  that  were  opprefifed 
of  the  devil  ;"  but  under  the  politcal  oppreffions  of 
the  Jews,  his  countrymen,  he  feemed  not  much  to 
fympathize  with  them.  When  it  hurt  their  con- 
fciences  to  pay  tribute  to  a  foreign  power,  and  they 
afked  him  whether  it  were  lawful  ;  his  anfwer  was, 
"  Render  to  Csefar,  the  things  that  are  Csefar's, 
and  to  God,  the  things  that  are  God's."  He  con- 
ftantly  preached  peace,  meeknefs,  humility  and 
fubmiflion.  His  apoftles  in  like  manner,  taught 
children  to  obey  and  honor  their  parents :  and  fer- 
vants  to  be  "  fubject  to  their  own  mafters,  with  all 
fear  ;  not  only  to  the  good  and  gentle,  but  alfo  to 
the  froward."  And,  inftead  of  animating  their 
numerous  profelytes,  at  Crete,  at  Rome,  and  all 
over  the  world,  to  rife  in  arms  againft  thefe  rulers 
of  the  earth  who  were  their  unrighteous  and  unmer- 
ciful perfecutors  ;  they  would  have  them  "  put  in 
mind  to  be  fubjecl:  to  principalities  and  powers,  to 
obey  magiftrates  :"*  they  exhorted  them  to  "  fub- 
mit  themfelves  to  every  ordinance  of  man,  for  the 
Lord's  fake  ;"t  and  told  them,  "  Whofoever  re- 
fifteth  the  power,  refifteth  the  ordinance  of  God  ; 
and  they  that  refifl  fhall  receive  to  themfelves  dam- 
nation."! 

AT  this  diftance  of  time,  and  after  fo  many  rev- 
olutions, fuch  paflages  as  thefe  may  feem  hard  fay- 
ings,  to  fome  good  foldiers,  even  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
No  wonder  that  the  inculcators  of  fo  much  pover- 

*  Tit.  iit.  i.       fa  Pet.  ii.  13.        t  Rom.  xiii.  a. 
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ty  of  fpirit,  fliould  be  rejecled  with  fcorn,  and 
treated  with  fcurrility,  in  this  "  age  of  reafon." 
We  are  not  to  wonder,  were  there  no  other  caufe, 
that  infidelity  fhould  exceedingly  increafe,  in  thefe 
times  of  "  illumination." 

To  \\\t  fpiritualiy  minded  Chriflian,  however,  it 
will  readily  occur,  in  favour  of  the -author  and  fin- 
ifher  of  our  faith,  and  his  firft  minifters,  that  the 
great  objecl:  they  had  in  view,  was  to  fave  the  fouls 
of  men  ;  and  that,  teaching  them  to  be  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart,  poor  in  fpirit,  and  contented  in 
vvhatfoever  ftate  they  were,  was  better  adapted  to 
this  deiign  ;  than  filling  the  heads  of  inferiors  with 
exalted  notions  of  the  equal  "  rights  of  man  ;"  in- 
flaming their  hearts  with  pride  and  angry  paflions  ; 
and  throwing  families  into  envying  and  ftrife,  and 
nations  into  the  convulfions  of  civil  war  -,  till  every 
one  can  be  as  free  as  the  freed,  and  as  high  as  the 
higheft, 

BUT,  leaving  things  eternal  out  of  the  queftion  ; 
according  to  the  fubject  to  which  we  have  now  been 
attending,  if  the  preachers  and  penmen  of  the  New- 
Teftament  had  aimed  only  to  promote  the  temporal 
happinefs,  of  only  the  lower  clajfes  of  mankind, 
they  would  have  done  wifely  in  writing  and  preach- 
ing, on  the  duties  of  fubordination,  exadly  as  they 
did.  Never  can  there  be  peace  on  earth,  or  any 
fafety  among  men,  while  children  are  allowed  to 
rife  up  againft  their  parents,  fervants  againft  their 
jnafters,  and  fubjects  againft  their  civil  rulers,when- 
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ever  they  think  differently  from  them,  or  diflike 
their  government.  Thus  to  make  the  child,  the 
governor  of  his  governors,  and  the  bafe,  the  judge 
of  his  judges,  is  the  certain  way  to  endlefs  confu- 
fion,  in  all  human  focieties. 

2.  IF  the  doctrine  infifted  on  be  true,  it  follows, 
that  a  ready  fubmiflion  to  all  thofe  burdens  which 
are  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  good  govern- 
ment, and  for  national  defence,  is  the  wifdom,  as 
well  as  duty  of  any  people. 

. 

THE  apoftle  to  the  Romans,  having  faid,  "  The 
powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God  ;"  having  ob- 
ferved  that  the  benevolent  end  of  their  ordination 
was  the  good  of  the  people j  and,  on  thefe  grounds, 
having  enjoined  fubjedion  to  them,  he  adds;  "  For 
this  caufe  pay  ye  tribute  aifo  :  for  they  are  God's 
minifters,  attending  continually  upon  this  very 
thing." 

PUBLIC  expenfes  are  apt  to  appear  to  many,  ex- 
ceffively  high  :  but,  perhaps,  they  do  not  well  con- 
rider  the  real  occafion  there  is  for  great  expendi- 
tures, in  a  nation  or  flate  of  any  magnitude. 

IN  order  to  the  fupport  of  good  government, 
many  rulers,  of  high  and  low  degree,  are  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary.  And  it  is  neceffary  that  thofe  who 
occupy  the  higher  offices,  mould  be  men  of  fupe- 
rior  knowledge,  and  uncommon  natural  abilities  : 
fuch  knowledge  as  is  not  eafily  acquired,  and  fuch 
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abilities  as  might  procure  them  a  plentiful  income 
in  other  occupations.  If  the  bramble,  or  the  Jhrub 
oak,  were  adequate  to  rule  over  the  trees,  a  cheap 
government  might  be  expected  ;  but  if  the  vine, 
the  fig-tree,  and  the  olive-tree,  mud  be  promoted  ; 
we  are  not  to  think  that  thefe  will  leave  their  rich 
fruits  ;  their  fweetnefs,  and  fatnefs •,  without  a  fuita- 
ble  compenfation. — Befides,  rulers  of  high  rank, 
mud  be  at  no  inconfiderable  expenfe,  to  fupport  the 
proper  dignity  of  their  flations.  It  is  alfo  to  be 
taken  into  the  account,  that  the  duties  of  thofe 
who  rule  well,  and  attend  continually  upon  this 
very  thing,  are  not  only  exceedingly  laborious,  but 
that  fome  parts  of  the  eflential  fervices  they  have 
to  render  mud  be  very  difagreeable  ;  if  they  have 
any  compaflionate  fenfibility.  The  execution  of 
defer ved  vengeance,  is  faid  to  be  God's  ftrange 
work  ;  as  being,  in  itfelf,  moft  oppofite  to  One 
whofe  nature  is  love,  and  who  delighteth  in  mercy. 
And,  doubtlefs,  that  punifhment  of  evil  doers,  for 
which  earthly  rulers  are  appointed,  and  which  the 
public  good  requires,  muft  be  really  painful  to  the 
feelings  of  humanity;  more  painful,  in  many 
cafes,  than  the  amputation  of  limbs,  and  other 
high  operations  in  furgery,  for  which,  on  that  ac- 
count, as  well  as  becaufe  of  the  fuperior  fkill  and 
great  care  requiflte,  an  ample  fee  to  the  operator  is 
thought  reafonablc.  Moreover  ;  thofe  who  fland 
in  elevated  Rations,  are  the  marks  of  obloquy,  and 
expofed  to  many  dangers,  much  more  than  men  on 
the  level  ground  of  private  life.  All  thefe  things 
well  weighed,  the  equitable  reward  of  governors, 
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and  the  neceffary  coft  of  fupporting  good  govern- 
merit,  muft  be  no  inconfiderable  burden  on  the 
people. 

IN  order  to  national  defence,  againft  hoftilities 
from  abroad,  flill  heavier  expenfes  are  often  indif- 
penfible.  In  perilous  times,  there  muft  be  armies 
and  fleets,  forts  and  garrifons.  At  the  firft  out  fet, 
more  efpecially,  when  all  thefe  things  are  to  be 
new-created,  to  a  people  unufed  to  fuch  vaft  ex- 
penditures, they  will  naturally  appear  enormous  ; 
and  very  eaiily  may  a  popular  clamor  be  raifed  a- 
gainft  them.  It  is  pofllble,  indeed,  that  more  may 
be  laid  out  in  thefe  ways,  many  times,  than  the 
public  exigences  require  ;  but  of  this,  few  of  the 
complainers  are  competent  to  judge.  A  nation 
that  has  an  extended  coaft,  and  an  extenfive  com- 
merce to  defend,  had  better  be  at  immenfe  charges 
for  the  fecurity  of  thefe,  than  lie  open  to  thofe 
fpoliations  and  invafions,  to  which,  without  arm- 
ing, when  all  the  world  is  at  war,  they  might  in- 
evitably be  expofed. 

To  provide  both  for  the  internal  and  external 
fafety  of  a  numerous  people,  the  burdens  laid  upon 
them  muft  often  be  heavy.  Thefe  are  evils  to  be 
lamented  ;  but  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  mankind, 
they  are  neceffary  for  the  prevention  of  far  greater 
evils ;  and  mould  therefore  be  fubmitted  to,  with- 
out murmuring. 

3.  THE  preceding  obfervations  may  fuggeft  to 
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Us,  fome  peculiar  advantages  of  a  republican  form 
of  government.* 

UNDER  every  form,  there  muft  be  orders  and 
degrees ;  fome  muft  bear  rule,  and  others  be  fubjeft 
to  tribute.  Under  every  form,  there  will  be  du- 
ties, imports,  excifes,  and  perhaps  direct  taxation. 
All  forms  of  government,  however,  are  not  equal. 
Much  advantage  hath  the  republican,  many  ways. 

ONE  advantage  is,  that  the  people  may  always 
liave  good  rulers,  unlefs  it  be  their  own  fault.  Un- 
der a  monarchy,  or  an  ariftocracy,  let  the  body  of 
the  people  be  ever  fo  virtuous,  and  ever  fo  vigilant, 
they  may  have  children  for  their  princes,  and  babes 
to  rule  over  them.  When  power  is  hereditary,  in 
kings  or  nobles,  not  only  is  there  a  rifk  of  having 
the  higheft  feats  of  government  filled  by  minors ; 
but,  if  this  fhould  not  happen,  the  hazard  is  great, 
that  thofe  who  inherit  the  firft  offices  of  govern- 
ment, will  frequently  be  men  of  not  much  knowl- 
edge, or  of  not  much  virtue.  But  in  elective  gov- 
ernments, where  the  people  at  large  are  the  elec- 
tors, arid  efpecially  where  the  elections  are  frequent, 
they  may  always  have  wife  and  faithful  men  in  all 
places  of  authority  ;  if  fuch  are  to  be  found,  and 
if  fuch  they  choofe. 

IT  may  next  be  obferved  ;  that  in  republican 
governments,  there  is  the  leaft  occafion  for  illegal 

*  This  inference  was  pafled  over  in  the  delivery. 
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affociations,  or  popular  tumults,  to  obtain  a  re- 
drefs  of  grievances.  If  there  be  any  mal-admlnif- 
tration,  or  any  fault  in  the  conftitution,  a  remedy 
is  provided,  without  difturbing  the  public  peace. 

ANOTHER  advantage  mufl  not  be  forgotten, 
which  is  very  great :  under  this  free  form  of  gov- 
ernment, the  interefts  of  rulers  and  fubjects  are  fo 
blended — fo  the  fame,  that  the  former  cannot  op- 
prefs  the  latter,  without  equally  oppreffing  them- 
felves.  In  an  abfolute  monarchy,  the  king  ;  and 
in  an  ariftocracy,  the  nobles,  may  "  bind  heavy 
burdens,  and  lay  them  on  men's  moulders,"  with- 
out being  obliged  to  "  touch  them  themfelves  with 
one  of  their  fingers :"  but  in  democracies,  the 
higheft  magiftrates  are  fubjeft  to  the  fame  laws,  the 
fame  duties,  the  fame  taxes,  which  they  impofe 
upon  others.  At  lead,  thofe  who  this  year  bear 
rule,  the  next  election  may  be  under  law,  under 
tribute.  This  is  a  great  fecurity  againft  their  de- 
creeing unrighteous  decrees,  and  writing  grievous 
things. 

LASTLY  ;  reprefentative  rulers  feel  themfelves 
fo  dependent  on  the  people,  for  their  continuance 
in  office,  that  they  are  not  likely  to  grow  haughty 
aRd  unreafonably  over-bearing,  as  thofe  naturally 
will,  who  have  no  fuch  dependence. 

THESE  arefome  of  the  peculiar  advantages  of  a 
republican  government.  But  then,  it  is  to  be  well 

E 


34  ELECTION  SERMON. 

, 
remembered,  that  the  bed  things  may  become  the 

worfl  for  us,  by  being  abufed.  To  render  demo- 
cratic governments  flable  and  happy,  it  is  highly 
neceffary  that  the  people  fhould  be  wife,  virtuous, 
peaceable,  and  eafily  governed.  For  want  of  thefe 
requifites,  republics  have  often  been,  like  cc  man 
that  is  born  of  a  woman,  of  few  days,  and  full  of 
trouble." 

4.  IN  the  more  particular  application  of  our 
fubject,  we  are  naturally  led  to  a  view  and  convic- 
tion, of  our  own  mercies,  and  privileges,  and  prof- 
pects,  and  duties. 

THAT  the  paft  mercies  of  Heaven  towards  this 
country,  have  been  fingularly  great,  every  pious 
obferver  will  be  ready  devoutly  to  acknowledge.  I 
have  reference,  chiefly,  to  political  mercies  ;  or 
thofe  which  relate  to  civil  liberty  and  government. 
Hardly  another  inftance  can  be  found,  I  believe,  in 
all  hidory,  of  a  people's  enjoying  both  thefe  blef- 
fmgs  jointly,  in  fo  high  a  degree,  for  fo  great  a 
length  of  time,  as  they  have  been  enjoyed  by  feve- 
ral  of  thefe  united  dates  ;  and  by  this  date,  in 
particular.  The  people  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
beginning,  have  invariably  chofen  their  chief  ma- 
gidrates,  and  general  affembly  ;  and  they  have  had 
a  fuccefiion  of  good  governors  far  beyond  the  com- 
mon lot  of  mankind.  Our  "  officers  have  been 
peace,  and  our  exactors  righteoufnefs,"  with  as 
few  exceptions,  perhaps,  as  ever  were  known  in 
any  part  of  the  world. 
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OR,  if  we  confine   the  retrofpecl,    within  the 
compafs  of  the  laft  five  and  twenty  years  ;  and  ex- 
tend it   to  the  whole   union,    how  wonderful  have 
been  the  falvations  granted  us  !  In  this  period,  we 
have  palfed  through  the  Red  Sea  of  a  revolutiona- 
ry war  ;  in  which  our  then  friends  and  coadjutors, 
afiaying  to  follow  us,  as  mod  who  ever  attempted  it 
before  us,  have  been  drowned.     Here,  quite   con- 
trary to  what  ufually  happens,  on   fuch  occafions, 
we   had   guides   eminent  for    prudence,    (lability, 
coolnefs,  and  unconquerable  perfeverance.      And 
one,  fuper-eminent  for  all  thofe  ;  by  the  integrity  of 
whofe  heart,  and  the  (kilfulnefs  of  whofe  hands, 
we  were  led  like  a  flock,  in  fafety,  far  furpafimg  all 
rational   expectation.     We  havealfo  patted,  after- 
wards, thro  the  howling  wildernefs  of  an  almoft  na- 
tional anarchy:  where  were  pits,  and  fcorpions,  and 
fiery  flying  ferpents.     Here  again,  our  great  men, 
with  thegreateft  of  #//at  their  head,  in  a  general  con- 
vention, formed  and  recommended  our  prefent  ad- 
mirable conflitution.     And  our  wifefl  counfellors 
and  moft  eloquent  orators,  in  every  flate,  (training 
every  nerve,  procured  its   adoption  ;  whereby  we 
werefaved,  when  on  the  brink  of  dhTolution.     That 
fuch  men  were  raifed  up,  and  put  forward,  in  thefe 
times  of  need  ;  and  their  way  made  profperous  ; 
was  certainly  "  the  Lord's  doing,  and   ought  to  be 
marvellous  in  our  eyes."     In  either  of  thefe  perils, 
"  it  was  of  the  Lord's  mercies  that  we  were  not 
con  fumed." 
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AND  as  pad  mercies,  fo  our  prefent  privileges, 
are  finguiar,  and  fuch  as  defer ve  a  very  grateful 
acknowledgment.  While  many  other  nations  are 
fuffering  the  ravages  of  a  moft  furious  war,  flill 
likely  to  be  carried  on  with  redoubled  rage  ;  we 
enjoy  the  inedimable  bleffings  of  peace.  While 
moft  other  nations  are  under  the  dominion  of  he- 
reditary kings  and  nobles,  fuch  as  they  happen  to 
be  born  and  educated,  whether  virtuous  or  vicious, 
wife  men  or  fools ;  we  have  rulers  from  the  highed 
to  the  lowed,  of  our  own  election.  While  one  oth- 
er nation,  great  and  highly  civilized,  after  fwimming 
in  leas  of  blood  for  eight  years,  and  after  nearly  as 
many  revolutions,  in  a  violent  conted  for  liberty 
and  equality,  has  at  lad,  nothing  more  of  either 
than  the  empty  name,  we  poflefs  the  reality  of  both, 
as  far  as  is  confident  with  any  order  or  fafety. 

OUR  national  expenfes  are  necefTarily  great :  but 
the  burden  of  them  is  laid,  as  much  as  poflible,  on 
thofemod  able  to  bear  it  ;  among  whom,  the  im- 
pofers,  being  of  the  richer  clafs,  have  taken  a  large 
proportion  on  themfelves.  In  the  nation,  -'and  in 
this  date,  the  policy  of  government,  certainly,  is 
not  to  "  grind  the  face  of  the  poor."  The  mild- 
nefs  and  gentlenefs  of  our  adminidration,  it  appears 
to  me,  is  generally  very  great ;  and,  in  regard  to 
its  wifdom  and  firmnefs,  confidering  the  times,  I 
think  it  deferving  of  much  applaufe.  Refpe&ing 
rulers,  certainly  our  condition,  hitherto,  is  far  dif- 
ferent from  that  defcribed  and  threatened  in  our  text. 
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SUCH  have  been  our  mercies  ;  fuch  are  our  priv- 
ileges. What  then  are  our  profpe&s  ? — Not  alto- 
gether fair  and  promifing,  after  all.  As  in  the 
bleiTmgs  of  heaven,  and  the  abufe  of  thefe  bleflings, 
there  is  a  finking  refemblance  between  us,  and 
the  land  of  Judah  and  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  at 
the  time  of  this  prophecy,  to  which  we  have  been 
attending  j  fo,  in  the  fequel,  it  is  poffible  there  may 
be  a  fimiiitude.  Our  mountain  is  not  yet  fo  ftrong, 
that  we  have  reafon,  from  any  quarter,  to  fay  in 
our  profperity,  we  (hall  never  be  moved. 

SOME  may  flatter  themfelves,  that,  although 
other  republics  have  frequently  been  tumultuous, 
and  offhort  continuance  ;  ours  will  be  peaceful  and 
permanent,  becaufe  of  the  greater  knowledge  and 
virtue  of  the  people. 

IT  is  true,  in  this  part  of  the  union  at  leaft,  "We 
know  that  we  all  have  knowledge."  But,  I  doubt,  we 
have  more  of  the  "  knowledge  wlych  puffeth  up," 
than  ef  that  knowledge  which  promifes  "  {lability 
of  times."  It  is  true,  we  have  the  light  of  the  gof- 
pel  ;  and  were  we  difpofed  to  be  guided  by  this 
light,  we  need  not  fear  the  fate  of  ancient  republics, 
that  were  bewildered  in  Pagan  darknefs.  But,  in 
matters  relative  to  government  and  fubordination  j 
too  many  choofe  to  take  their  inftru&ions  from 
Heathen  philofophy,  rather  than  from  the  oracles  of 
God.  And  as  the  knowledge,  fo  the  virtue,  of 
even  this  happy  country,  exceedingly  wants  to  be 
Chriftianized.  It  is  true,  our  "  charity  abound- 
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eth  :"  but  I  am  afraid  we  have  not  much  of  that 
charity  which  is  "  the  bond  of  perfect  nefs,  or  the 
bond  of  peace." 

PERHAPS  fome  good  people  are  ready  to  think, 
we  may  fafely  "  trufl  in  God  ;  who  hath  delivered, 
and  doth  deliver,  that  he  will  yet  deliver  us."  And 
had  we  rendered  according  to  the  benefits  done  us, 
indeed,  we  might  thus  fecurely  trud.  But  has  this 
been  the  cafe  ?  On  the  contrary,  have  we  not  fmned 
more  and  more,  fmce  the  almoft  miraculous  deliv- 
erances granted  us  ?  Has  not  the  worfhip  of  God 
been  neglected  ;  his  day  and  name  been  prophaned, 
his  laws  tranfgrefied,  and  his  gofpel  defpifed  and  re- 
jected, of  late  years,  more  than  ever  ?  Have  not  in- 
fidelity,  and  all  manner  of  loofe  principles,  and 
immoral  practices,  abounded  in  all  parts  of  the  land, 
fince  the  revolution,  and  our  happy  independence, 
more  than  at  any  former  period  ? — Shall  we  then 
"  lean  upon  the  Lord,  and  fay,  Is  not  the  Lord 
among  us  ?  no  evilcan  come  upon  us  ?"*  Orfhall  we 
think,  "  Becaufe  we  are  innocent,  furely  his  anger 
fhall  turn  from  us  ?"  His  ancient  covenant  people 
thus  leaned,  and  thus  faid,  in  times  of  their  great- 
eft  degeneracy  ;  but  what  were  the  anfwers  of  God 
to  them  ?  |"  You  only  have  I  known,  of  all  the 
families  of  the  earth  ;  therefore  will  I  punifh  you 
for  all  your  iniquities."  And,  "  fhall  I  not  vifit 
for  thefe  things  ?  mail  not  my  foul  be  avenged  on 
fuch  a  nation  as  this  ?" 

*  Micah  iii.  n.      Jer.  ii.  45.      f  Amos  in.  2.     Jer.  v.  9, 
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WHEN  we  read  fuch  folemn  divine  admonitions 
as  thefe,  and  confider  our  own  ways  and  doings, 
can  we  confideatly  expect  the  continued  fmiles  and 
protection  of  the  holy  governor  of  the  world  ?  In- 
ftead  of  this,  may  not  our  flefh  well  tremble  for  fear 
of  him  ?  Have  we  not  reafon  to  be  afraid  of  his 
avenging  judgments  ? 

t> 

AND  has  he  not  already  begun  to  teflify  his  right- 
eous difpleafureagainft  us,  in  fome  terrible  inftances? 
For  feveral  years  paft,  our  capital  towns  and  cities 
have  beenforely  vifited  with  a  wafting  peftilence  ; 
little,  if  at  all  known  before,  in  thefe  parts.  And 
now,  very  lately,  a  moft  awful  breach  has  been 
made  upon  us ;  and  of  the  very  fame  kind  threat- 
ened in  our  context  to  Jerufalem  and  Judah.  For, 
behold,  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of  hojis,  hath  taken  away 
from  America,  the  STAY  and  the  STAFF  : — the  MIGH- 
TY MAN,  and  the  MAN  OF  WAR.  The  judge,  and 
the  PRUDENT,  and  the  ancient  :  The  CAPTAIN  of  all 
our  armies,  and  our  MOST  HONORABLE  MAN.  All 
thefe,  in  one  ;  by  a  fudden  and  furprifing  ftroke, 
hath  the  Lord  taken  away.  The  man  who  "  fought 
for  us,  and  adventured  his  life  for,  and  delivered 
us."  The  man  who  gave  fyflem  to  our  diftra&ed 
affairs  ;  united  our  broken  confederacy  j  and  long 
guided  our  difficult  courfe,  between  the  whirlpools 
of  European  wars.  The  man,  but  for  whom,  ve- 
ry poflibly,  we  fhould  now  have  been  wretched, 
conquered,  rebel  colonies  ;  inftead  of  triumphant, 
free,  independent  ftates ;  and  but  for  whom,  after- 
wards, we  might  have  been  as  a  roap  of  fand,  in- 
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Head  of  a  ftrong  united  nation  : — The  man  to  whom 
we  are  thus  indebted — on  whom  we  were  thus  de- 
pendent, is  NO  MORE. 

WHAT  farther  public  calamities  the  fudden  de- 
ceafe  of  this  great  Saviour  of  his  country  may  por- 
tend, God  only  knows.  We  have  reafon  to  appre- 
hend, that  as  he  was  ever  profperous  in  life,  fo  his 
death,  for  him,  was  favorably  timed  ;  that  he  was 
taken  out  of  the  way  of  evils  to  come  ;  great  evils 
coming  on  a  land  moft  dear  to  him  ;  which  he  could 
only  have  feen,  to  his  inexpreflible  forrow  of  heart, 
without  being  able  to  prevent.  This  lefibn,  how- 
ever, we  are  plainly  and  moft  impreffively  taught, 
by  a  Providence  which  has  clothed  a  continent  in 
mourning  ;  that  Gods  on  earth  muft  die  like  men.* 
That "  no  man  hath  power  over  the  fpirit,  to  retain 
the  fpirit ;  neither  hath  he  power  in  the  day  of 
death  ;  and  there  is  no  difcharge  in  that  war."  We 
have  many  great  and  good  men,  yet  fpared  to  us  ; 
nor  are  we  without  one,  at  the  head  of  our  national 
government,  who,  I  prefume,  has  the  high  vene- 
ration of  the  beft  judges,  and  their  cordial  prayers 
that  he  may  long  live  ;  and  long  fill  the  important 
ftation  which  he  now  poflefles.  But  his  breath  is 
in  his  noftrils  ;  and  fo  is  the  breath  of  every  other 
man,  moft  accounted  of  ;  in  the  nation,  or  in  the 
ftate.  Nor  is  natural  death,  the  only  way  whereby 
our  remaining  firm  pillars,  may  be  removed. 

*  Pfal.  Ixxxii.  6,  7.        Eccl.  viii.  8. 
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AND  if  we  confider  the  fpirit  that  now  worketh, 
well  may  we  be  apprehenfive  of  unhappy  changes  ; 
and  of  all  the  evils  threatened  in  our  text.  Some 
of  thefe,  we  already  experience.  Though  God 
hath  not  given  children  to  be  our  princes,  nor 
many  bad  men,  we  hope,  to  rule  over  us ;  yet  the 
people  are  oppreffed  one  by  another,  in  a  degree,  I 
believe,  beyond  what  has  been  ufual  heretofore. 
And  certainly  it  is  a  remarkable  day,  for  the  child's 
behaving  himfelf  proudly  againfl  the  ancient,  and 
(he  bafeagainft  the  honorable.  Nor  is  this  to  be 
wondered  at.  Of  fuch  fcenes  as  we  have  lately 
patTed  through,  it  is  the  natural  confequence.  In 
revolutionary  times,  all  expreflions  of  refpect  are 
wont  to  be  laid  afide,  or  the  application  of  them  re- 
verfed.  The  great  leffons  inculcated  on  youth,  ih- 
flead  of  modefty,  dutifulnefs  and  fubordination  ; 
are  boldnefs,  felf-fufficiency,  and  felf-importance. 
Children,  too  young  to  read  the  bible,  or  to  be 
taught  their  catechifm,  are  mounted  on  the  ftage, 
to  act  the  orator,  the  patriot  and  politician  :  while 
the  parents,  the  aged  and  the  wife,  fit  or  fland  a- 
round  in  low  place,  wonder  and  applaud.  Brutus 
and  Co/ftus,  (not  Jefus  nor  Paul,  Peter  nor  John,} 
are  the  great  models  and  inftru&ors,  of  the  rifing 
generation  of  Chriftians.  Such  things  as  thefe, 
we  have  feen  ;  and  the  effects  of  them,  we  ftill 
fadly  feel.  Habits  of  fubordination,  always  painful 
to  human  pride;  when  once  effaced,  or  much  weak- 
*  ened,  are  not  eafily  reftored.  On  the  other  hand, 
habits  of  haughtinefs  and  difobedience,  always 


42  ELECTION  SERMON. 

congenial  to  the  human  heart ;  when  onee  imbibed, 
naturally  increafe  to  more  ungovernablenefs.  One 
point  of  freedom,  gained,  another  is  ftruggled  for 
with  the  greater  ardor.  Licentioufnefs,  like  the 
grave,  never  fays,  "  It  is  enough." 

IN  this  ftate,  though  not  near  fo  free  as  fome, 
great  liberties  are  enjoyed.     We  have  liberty  to  do 
every  thing  that  we  ought ;  and  a  great  many  things 
that  we  ought   not.     In  matters   of  religion,  our 
liberties  are  almofl  unbounded.     We  may  fell,  buy 
and  read,  what  books   we  pleafe :  the  beft,  or  the 
mod  atheiftical  and    blafphemous.     We  may  wor- 
fhip  what  god  we  choofe :  a  juft  God,  or  one  who 
has  no  juftice  for  men  to  fear.     Every  creature^  has 
equal  liberty  to  preach  the  gofpel  :  and   to  preach 
what  gofpel  he  thinks  proper.     Thofe  who  perfuade 
men  by  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  to  ftand  in  awe, 
and  not  fin  ;  and  thofe  who   embolden  men  in  all 
manner  of  iniquity,  by  affurances  of  no  wrath   to 
come,  have    equal    encouragement.     Any   people 
may  make  the  firmed   legs!  contract  for  the  fup- 
port  of  what  minifter  they  will ;  and   any  number, 
or  all  of  them,  may  break  it  when  they  will. — In 
civil  matters,  our   liberty  is  a  little  more  circum- 
fcribed  ;  yet,  in  thefe,  we  have  a  good  deal   of  el- 
bow-room, to   do  wrong,  as   well  as  right..    We 
may  honor  all  men,   or  defame  the  moft   dignified 
and  worthy  characters.     We  may  fpeak  the  truth, 
or  after t  and  propagate  falfehoods.     Men  may  fulfil 
their  promifes,  or  not  fulfil  them  ;  pay  their  debts, 
or  never  pay  them,  without  any  reftraint,  or  much 
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danger  of  compulfion.  All  thefe  liberties,  and  a 
thoufand  others,  if  not  explicitly  by  law  allowed  ; 
are  taken,  very  freely  by  many,  in  their  word  lat- 
itude ;  and  taken  with  impunity,  in  a  multitude  of 
inftances. 

YET,  with  all  this,  numbers  among  ourfelves, 
and  much  greater  numbers  in  the  freer  flates,  it  is 
faid,  are  not  fatisfied  ;  but  are  driving,  by  calum- 
nies, and  by  intrigues,  for  new  revolutions  dill 
further  to  weaken  government.  That  fome  men 
might  wifh  to  have  their  own  hands  and  tongues  at 
greater  liberty,  provided  their  neighbours  and  ene- 
mies could  be  kept  fail  bound,  may  eafily  be  con- 
ceived :  but  how  any  man,  on  the  lead  fober  re- 
fleclion,  fhould  be  willing  that  all  others  mould  be 
under  lefs  reftraint  than  they  now  are,  appears  al- 
moil  inconceivable.  One  would  have  thought,  that 
the  tragedy  fo  long  exhibited  on  the  great  European 
theatre  of  confufion,  and  efpecially  the  laft  fcene  ; 
muft  have  opened  the  eyes  of  the  mod  blind  ;  and 
obliged  them  to  fee,  that  overturning  and  overturn- 
ing, with  a  view  to  break  all  bonds  of  fociety  afun- 
der,  is  not  the  way  to  public  happinefs,  or  perfonal 
fafety.  Neverthelefs,  this. feems  not  to  have  been 
the  cafe.  A  majority  of  the  people,  however,  it 
may  be  prefumed,  are  convinced,  that  our  great ed 
immediate  danger,  is  of  having  too  little  govern- 
ment, not  too  little  liberty. 
' 

NOR  are  our  duties,  if  we   have   this  conviction, 
hard  to  be  underdood.    Were  we  in  earned  difpo- 
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fed,  to  (land  in  the  ways,  and  fee,  and  afk  for  the 
old  paths,  where  is  the  good  way  ?  And  would  we 
waik  therein,  reft  might  be  found  ;  and  the  threat- 
ened evils  now  fpoken  of,  be  prevented. 

IF  we  would  not  have  the  child  behave  himfelf 
proudly  againft  the  ancient,  and  the  bafe  againft  the 
honorable,  greater  attention  fhould  be  paid  to  the 
fchooling  and  government  of  theiifing  generation. 
Some  attempt  towards  a  reform  in  this  matter  has 
already  been  made,  under  the  aufpices  of  the  gene- 
ral afiembly  :  and,  as  far  as  I  have  had  opportuni- 
ty to  obferve,  it  has  been  attended  with  encoura- 
ging,effects.  It  is  nectffary  that  thofe  juft  weaned 
from  the  breaft,  mould  have  line  upon  line,  and  pre- 
cept upon  precept  ;  and  it  is  of  importance  what 
thore  lines  and  precepts  are.  Little  ones  fhould  be 
learnt  their  letters,  at  leafl ;  if  not  a  few  lines  of 
the  New-Teftament,  before  they  are  learnt  to  be 
Grecian  and  Roman  orators  and  patriots.  They 
fhould  be  learnt  a  little  modefty,  and  a  little  man- 
ners, before  they  are  learnt  to  govern  the  nation. 
They  fhould  be  made  good  children,  before  we  at- 
tempt to  make  them  great  men. 

IF  our  legiflators  would  prevent  our  being  op- 
preffed  every  one  by  another,  the  old  and  good  way 
is,  to  have  a  code  of  laws,  as  fhort  and  plain  as 
poflible,  and  fuitably  inforced.  Obfolete  laws  ; 
and  laws  the  only  tendency  of  which  is  to  evade,  or 
needlefsly  delay,  the  operation  of  juftice  ;  I  mould 
think,  ought  to  be  repealed.  And  certainly  great 
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care  fhould  be  taken,  by  the  appointment  of  capa- 
ble and  faithful  judiciary  and  informing  officers, 
that  the  laws  unrepealed  be  duly  executed. 

IF  our  judges  of  courts,  would  keep  us  from  op- 
prefling,  or  being  opprefled,  they  mould  caufe 
"  judgment  to  run  downas  waters, and  righteoufnefs 
as  a  mighty  ftream."  They  mould  fee  that  the  old 
complaint  in  Ifaiah  ;  f"  Judgment  is  turned  away 
backward,  and  juftice  ftandeth  afar  off;  truth  is 
fallen  in  the  ftreet,  and  equity  cannot  enter,"  be 
not  applicable  toourfelves*  They  mould  fee,  if  pof- 
fible,  that  their  judgment  feats  be  not  environed 
with  fo  high  piles  of  voluminous  fortifications,  and 
fuch  numerous  garrifons,  armed  at  all  points,  and 
able  to  defend  any  thing,  that  right  can  hardly  be 
obtained,  in  the  plaineft  caufe,  without  a  fiege,  as 
long,  and  as  coftly,  as  the  fiege  of  Troy. 

IF  the  freemen — the  fountain  of  power,  would 
ftrengthen  government,  or  guard  againft  its  being 
farther  weakened  ;  they  fhould  be  very  punctual  in 
attending  their  legal  meetings,  and  very  careful  for 
whom  they  give  in  their  fuffrages,  as  members  of 
Affembly,  or  of  Congrefs.  They  mould  fee  that 
they  do  not  vote  for  weak  men,  however  honefl ; 
nor  for  vicious  men,  however  capable  ;  nor  for  in- 
triguing men,  who  are  crowding  themfelves  forward, 
by  every  popular  artifice  :  who  underftand  perfect- 
ly all  the  duties  and  faults  of  their  fuperiors,  but 

flf|'£  . 

f  Chap,  lix,  14. 
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fee  no  beam  in  their  own  eye,  and  never  mind  their 
own  bufmefs.  Men  of  real  abilities,  are  generally 
unafluming  and  felf-diffident.  Men  fenfible  of  the 
difficulties  and  refponfibility  of  important  pofls  of 
truft,  are  generally  backward  to  undertake  them. 
Men  refllefs  where  they  are,  and  troublefome  to 
thofe  above  them,  are  generally  haughty  and  over- 
bearing, if  advanced  to  higher  ftations.  Nor  mould 
the  freemen  be  too  much  given  to  change  ;  unlefs 
they  mean  to  weaken  government.  Bad  men,  if 
in  office,  cannot  be  too  foon  turned  out  ;  but  thofe 
who  have  ruled  well, ought  not  to  be  dropped,  mere- 
ly that  every  man  may  have  his  turn  ;  nor  merely 
to  mow  the  great  power  of  the  people,  and  to  keep 
their  fervants,  who  govern  them,  more  in  fear  of 
them. 

THE  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  are  thought  to  have 
no  concern  with  the  temporal  happinefs  of  man- 
kind :  doubtlefs,  the  good  way  for  them,  whether 
the  old  way  or  not,  is  to  confine  themfelves  very 
much  to  their  fpiritual  vocation.  Doubtlefs  their 
principal  bufmefs  is,  to  fave  the  fouls  of  thofe  who 
hear  them.  But  in  order  to  this,  they  mud  warn 
all,  of  that  "  wrath  of  God  which  is  revealed  from 
heaven,  againft  all  ungodlinefs  and  unrighteoufnefs 
of  men."  They  muft  "  convert  finners  from  the 
error  of  their  ways,"  or  they  cannot  "  fave  their 
fouls  from  death."  They  muft  teach  their  converts 
to  "  obferve  all  things  whatfoever  Chrift  hath 
commanded,"  by  himfelf  or  his  Apoftles  ;  or  they 
cannot  make  them  "  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the 
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inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light."  And  among 
thefe  inftru&ions,  teaching  them  to  "  obey  thofe 
who  have  the  rule  over  them,  and  to  be  cautious 
how  they  fpeak  evil  of  dignities,  mufl  not  be-omit- 
ted.  Minifters  muft  not  "  fhun  to  declare  all  the 
counfel  of  God,"  both  to  rulers  and  fubjects,  if 
they  would  be  "  pure  from  the  blood  of  all  men." 
In  a  word,  they  wuft  do  what  in  them  lies  to  make 
all  their  hearers  good  Chriftians  ;  for  without  this 
they  can  never  get  them  to  heaven  ;  and  they  need 
do  no  more,  to  make  them  peaceable  and  orderly 
members  of  fociety  0n  earth.  Thus  far,  and  in  this 
manner,  Aaron  may  ftill  fupport  the  hand  of  Mofes, 
in  miniftering  to  the  temporal  good  of  men,  even  in 
a  confiftency  with  the  modern  line  of  feparation 
drawn  between  them. 

LASTLY  ;  all,  of  every  order,  if  they  would  do 
their  part  to  prevent  all  the  evils  threatened  in  our 
text  and  context,  from  coining  upon  us,  as  the 
righteous  judgments  of  Heaven,  muft  fee  that 
their  tongues  and  their  doings  are  not  againft  the 
Lord.  Never  can  we  rationally  hope  that  God  will 
be  at  peace  with  us,  unlefs  we  treat  his  laws  and  or- 
dinances with  greater  attention  and  refpect.  Un- 
lefs we  ceafe  to  do  evil,  and  learn  to  do  well  ;  un- 
lefs fome  check  be  put  to  thofe  loofe  principles,  and 
licentious  practices,  which  have  over-flowed  all  our 
cities,  and  towns,  and  villages. 

THE  old  paths,  then,  and  the  good  way,    to 


48  ELECTION  SERMON. 

which  we  muft  return,  and  in  which  we  muft  walk, 
would  we  find  reft,   are  plain  before  us. 

BUT,  it  is  to  be  feared,  the  voice  of  a  ma- 
jority may  now  be,  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  Jeremi- 
ah :  We  will  not  walk  therein.  Both  from  the  figns 
of  the  times,  and  from  feveral  predictions  of  fcrip- 
ture,  I  think  the  probability  is,  that  things  are  not 
about  to  alter  for  the  better,  but  for  the  worfe. 
Mankind  feem  yet  combining,  and  "  taking  coun- 
fel  together,  againft  the  Lord,  and  againft  his  a- 
nointed,  faying,  Let  us  break  their  bands  afunder, 
and  caft  away  their  cords  from  us  ;"  and  God  feems 
remarkably  leaving  them  to  ftrong  delufions,  to 
believe  flrange  lies.  He  feems  determined  to  let 
them  go  on,  and  try  the  boafted  experiment  of  lib- 
erty and  revolutions,  to  the  uttermoft  :  defigning, 
it  may  be  fuppofed,  to  have  a  more  convictive  dif- 
covery  exhibited,  than  has  ever  yet  been  given,  of 
the  madnefs  in  the  heart  of  the  fons  of  men,  be- 
fore the  general  regeneration  of  the  world.  The 
unclean  fpirits,  predicted  to  come  out  of  the  mouth 
of  the  dragon,  and  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  beaft, 
and  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  falfe  prophet,  as  rep- 
refented  in  the  vifion  of  John  j  appear  evidently  to 
have  gone  forth  over  all  the  earth,  and  to  have  been 
exceedingly  bufy  and  fuccefsful,  in  raifing  and 
training  up  their  forces  for  the  battle  of  that  great 
day  of  God  Almighty;*  which,  according  to  the 
common  calculation  of  expofitors,  is  now  only 

*  Rev.  xvi.  13,  14. 
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commencing.  Whether  we  turn  our  eyes  to  the 
word  of  prophecy,  or  to  the  afpe&s  of  providence, 
we  have  reafon  to  be  very  apprehenfive,  that  "  this 
darknefs"  is  yet  for  a  while,  to  "  cover  the  earth, 
and  grofs  darknefs  the  people,"!  in  a  greater  and 
greater  degree,  before  the  expected  reign  of  light 
and  truth,  righteoufnefs  and  peace. 

NEVERTHELESS,  let  not  good  men  defpond  :  nor 
let  them  relax  their  exertions  to  repel,  as  long  and 
as  extenfively  as  they  can,  the  prevalence  of  error, 
irreligion  and  wr etched nefs.  Mightier  is  He  that 
is  with  them,  than  all  that  are  againft  them.  When 
it  is  afked  in  the  eleventh  Pfalm :  "  If  the  founda- 
tions be  deftroyed,  what  can  the  righteous  do  ?" 
the  anfwer  is  fhort,  but  very  emphatical  and  abun- 
dantly fufficient ;  "  The  LORD  is  in  his  holy  temple ; 
the  LORD'S  throne  is  in  heaven.  Elfewhere,  the 
Pfalmift,  adoring  the  power  and  wifdom  of  the 
Mod  High,  fays,  "  Surely  the  wrath  of  man  lhall 
praife  thee ;  the  remainder  of  the  wrath  {halt  thou 
reftrain."J  It  is  often  faid,  "  Chrift  is  able  to  fup- 
port  his  own  church  and  minifters,  without  the  aid 
pf  human  laws."  This  is  doubtlefs  true,  it  is  alfo 
true,  that  Chrift  is  able  to  take  care  of  his  church, 
and  to  bring  the  many  fons  given  him  to  glory, 
without  any  minifters  at  all.  And  equally  true  is 
it,  that  God  is  able  to  govern  the  nations,  without 
the  help  of  earthly  rulers.  But,  from  thefe  prem- 

t  Ifa.ix.4,  I  Pfal.lxxvi.  10. 
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ifes,  the  confequence  will  not  follow,  without  hard 
drawing,  that  men  may  innocently  and  fafcly  ne- 
gleft  exerting  the  power  they  have,  for  the  fupport, 
either   of    good   goverment,    or   of   uncorrupted 
Chriflianity.     "  Thofe  that  walk  in  pride,  God  is 
able  to  abafe  ;"  but  is  there  therefore  nothing  haz- 
ardous, nor  wrong,  in  thus  walking  ?  A  curfe  was 
once  denounced,  on  them  who  "  came  not  to  the 
help  of  the  Lord,  againfl  the  mighty  ;  though  the 
Lord  helped  hirnfelf,  without  their  afliftance.     But 
the  foregoing  truths,  however  they  may  have  been 
perverted  to  the   countenancing   of  human  negli- 
gence in  the  caufe  of  God  or  Chrift,  are  matter  of 
juft  confolation  to  the  pious  and  good,  when  they 
walk  in  darknefs  and  have  no  light :  when  they  fee 
little  probability  that  their  utmoft  efforts  for  the  fup- 
port of  order,  or  of  undefiled  religion,  will  have 
any  effect. 

THERE  will  always  be  fome,  and  fome  that  ought 
to  be  leaders  and  teachers,  whofe  policy  it  is,  to 
turn  with  the  times  ;  to  fwim  with  the  tide,  and 
fvving  with  the  vibrating  pendulum  of  popular  opin- 
ion,  Who  will  trim  their  way  to  feek  love  ;  and 
"  become  all  things  to  all  men,  if  by  all  means 
they  may  fave"  themfefaes.  But  a  fteadfaft  adher- 
ence to  truth  and  duty,  however  great  the  apparent 
danger,  is  the  only  way  of  real  fafety. .  He  who 
thus  "  lofes  his  life,  fhall  fave  it ;"  and  he  (hall 
lofe  his  life  who  would  fave  it,"  by  deferting  his 
pod,  or  hiding  himfelf  under  refuges  of  falfehood, 
when  evil  is  forefeen,  "  The  fearful  and  unbeiiev- 
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ing,  fhallhave  their  part"  at  laft,  in  the  fame  lake 
with  bolder  tranfgreflbrs.  "  The  fear  of  man 
bringeth  a  fnare  ;  but  whofo  putteth  his  tmft  in 
the  Lord  lhall  be  fafe."*  For  the  encouragement 
of  good  men,  in  perilous  times,  and  particularly 
of  good  rulers,  it  is  written  :  "  He  that  walketh 
righteouily,  and  fpeaketh  uprightly  ;  he  that  de- 
fpifeth  the  gain  of  oppreflions,  that  fhaketh  his  hands 
from  holding  of  bribes,  that  ftoppeth  his  ears  from 
hearing  of  blood,  and  fhutteth  his  eyes  from  feeing 
evil ;  he  mall  dwell  on  high  ;  his  place  of  defence 
fhail  be  the  munitions  of  rocks :  bread  (hall  be  giv- 
en him,  his  waters  mall  be  fure."f  On  thefe 
grounds  is  the  exhortation  in  Ifaiah,  a  few  chapters 
after  our  text,|  with  which  I  mail  conclude.  "  Say 
ye  not,  A  confederacy,  to  all  them  to  whom  this 
people  (hall  fay,  A  confederacy  :  neither  fear  ye 
their  fear,  nor  be  afraid.  San&ify  the  LORD  of 
hofts  himfelf ;  and  let  him  be  your  fear,  and  let 
Him  be  your  dread." 

*  Prov.xxix.  aj.    f  Ifa.xxxiii.  15,  16.    J  Chap.  viii.  la,  13. 
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An  Ele&ion  Sermon. 


I    CHRONICLES   XXIX.    II. 

•—Thine  is  the  KINGDOM,  0  LORD,  and  thou  art  ex- 
alted as  HEAD  above  ALL. 

AN  the  paflage  which  has  now  been  read,  we  have 
the  devout  acknowledgment  of  king  David,  who 
was  the  firfl  inagiftrate,  in  the  moft  refpedable* 
kingdom,  which,  at  that  time,  exifted.  He  was 
as  remarkable  for  piety  and  religion,  as  for  emi- 
nence and  diftinction,  in  the  Jewifh  nation. 

IT  was  not  an  inconfiderable  evidence,  of  the  fer- 
vor of  his  piety,  that  he  maintained  the  moft  ex- 
alted and  reverential  conceptions  of  God,  in  the 
height  of  earthly  magnificence,  amid  the  fplen- 
dor  and  pomp  of  a  Court,  which  fo  commonly 
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dazzle  the  eyes  of  mankind,  and  plunge  them  in- 
to fcenes  of  voluptuoufnefs. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
the  Chaldean  Empire,  was  fo  intoxicated,  with  the 
fplendors  of  royalty,  that  "  his  heart  was  lifted  up 
and  his  mind  hardened  in  pride"  fo  that  he  did  not 
know  and  confider,  "  That  the  MOST  HIGH  ruleth 
in  the  kingdom  of  men"  And,  facl  and  experience 
afford  the  moft  convincing  evidence,  that  worldly 
diftindions  and  honors,  through  the  native  corrup- 
tion of  the  human  heart,  have  a  mod  powerful 
tendency  to  render  men  unmindful  of  Him,  by 
whom  "  kings  reign  and  princes  decree  juftice." 
But,  this  was  very  far  from  being  exemplified  in 
David.  Although,  from  a  fhepherd,  he  was  raiftd 
to  a  throne,  and  exalted  as  the  head  of  a  refpe&a- 
ble  and  truly  great  nation,  which  always  reveren- 
ced his  authority  ;  yet,  he  did  not,  through  pride 
of  heart,  fo  rate  his  dignity  and  worldly  confe- 
quence,  as  to  think  it  beneath  him,  devoutly  to  ac- 
knowledge God,  as  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  uni- 
verfe.  He  was  fenfible,  that  his  elevated  ftation 
and  worldly  magnificence,  were  the  fruit  and  ef- 
fect, of  God's  fovereign  difpofal.  In  the  text,  he 
rnofl  devoutly  afcribes  every  thing  to  Him.  "  Thine 
is  the  kingdom,  O  LORD,  and  thou  art  exalted  as 
kead  above  ALL"  And,  in  the  fucceeding  words, 
"  Both  riches  and  honors  come  of  thee — in  thine 
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hand  it  is  to  make  great ,  and   to  give  Jlrengtb  unto 
all." 

IT  may  be  further  obferved,  that  king  David 
was  not  only  ready,  moft  folemnly  to  acknowledge, 
the  exiftence  of  God  ;  but  he  viewed  and  reveren- 
ced him  "  as  head  above  all."  Not  as  the  proph- 
et Elijah  farcaftically  defcribed  Baal,  as  an  idle  talker •, 
or  as  purfuing  a  journey  ^  or  ^Jleeping  ;  or,  in  a 
word,  as  being  an  idle  and  unconcerned fpettat  or  of 
the  world  *,  but  as  being  particularly  concerned  in 
the  government  and  control  of  the  univerfe.— 
"  Thine  is  the  kingdom,  O  Lord,  and  thou  art 
exalted  as  head  above  all." 

THE  text  will  naturally  direct  our  attention,  to 
the  two  following  things. 

I.  THE  nature  of  that  kingdom,  which  is  faid,  in 
the  text,  to  be  the  LORD'S.  J| 

II.  IN  what  fenfe  the  kingdom  may  be  faid  to  be 
the  LORD'S,  and  that  He  is  exalted  as  HEAD  above 
all. 

IT  is  hoped,  that  in  the  profecution  of  what  has 
now  been  propofed,  fuch  obfervations  and  remarks 
will  be  made,  as  will  render  the  difcourfe  both  fea- 
fonable,  and  pertinent  to  this  public  anniverfary. 
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I.  IT  is  propofed,  to  attend  to  the  nature  of  that 
kingdom,  which,  in  the  text,  is  faid  to  be  the 
LORD'S. 

THE  inhabitants  of  this  world,  are  divided  into 
many  kingdoms  and  governments,  which,  in  the 
facred  fcriptures,  are  called  "  the  kingdom  of 
men."  But  that  kingdom  which  is  faid,  in  the 
text,  to  be  the  LORD'S,  has  not  a  refped  to  any 
one  of  thofe  kingdoms,  in  exclufion  of  the  reft. 

THE  time  has  been,  indeed,  when  God  took 
upon  himfelf  the  government  of  the  Hebrews ;  and, 
in  his  difpenfations,  a  very  fpecial  refpect  was  paid 
them.  His  adminiftrations  were  particularly  di- 
rected, to  the  eftablifhment  of  that  favorite  people  ; 
yet  God  was,  at  the  fame  time,  as  truly  at  the 
head  of  other  nations,  and  did  difpofe  of  and  fu- 
perintend  all  their  affairs,  in  the  fame  manner  that 
he  did  the  affairs  and  concerns  of  the  Jews.  God 
khad  purpofes  to  anfwer,  relative  to  the  Jewifh  na- 
tion, which  he  had  not  refpe&ing  other  nations  $ 
for  they  were  a  chofen  people.  Although  the  allot- 
ments of  God,  to  other  nations,  were  fubordina- 
ted  to  the  advancement  of  the  Hebrews,  yet,  e- 
vents  werealloted  out  to  the  former,  in  as  immediate 
and  efficient  a  manner  as  they  were  to  the  latter, 
The  purpofes  of  God,  refpe&ing  different  nations,, 
have  been  different ;  yet  God  has  not  at  the  prefent 
time,  nor  ever  had  in  time  part,  a  more  immediate 
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difpofal  of  the  affairs  of  one  nation  than  of  anoth- 
er. The  kingdom,  which  in  the  text  is  called  the 
LORD'S,  is  not  limited  by  or  confined  to  any  earthly 
kingdom. 

• 

BUT,  the  kingdom  which  is  the  Lord's  does,  in 
a  fenfe,  embrace  the  univerfe ;  confiding  of  all 
ranks  and  grades  of  creatures,  throughout  all 
worlds.  The  government  of  God  extends  to  all 
things,  both  animate  and  inanimate.  All  the 
worlds  and  creatures  which  God  hath  made,  con- 
ftitute  one  fyftem.  The  various  orders  of  exiften- 
ces,  from  the  archangel  to  the  mod  inconfiderable 
infect,  conftitute  the  links  of  a  perfect  chain,  and 
are  like  wheels  which  are  necefiary  to  complete  a 
perfect  machine.  They  are  all  neceflary  to  form  a 
perfect  fyftem.  And,  as  the  Lord  is  "  exalted  as 
head  above  all,"  fo  all  things  which  exift,  are  com- 
prehended in  his  kingdom.  God  manages  every 
part  of  the  univerfe,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  mall 
bed  anfwer  the  purpofes  which  he  had  in  view, 
when  he  brought  them  into  being, 

THE  facred  fcriptures  teach  us,  thus  to  confider 
the  extent  of  the  kingdom  which  is  the  Lord's.  In 
them,  God  is  faid  to  rule  among  the  nations — to 
build  them  up  or  pluck  them  down  at  what  inftant 
he  pleafes.  Famine,  peflilence  and  the  fword  are 

B 
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faid  to  be  under  his  control.  It  is  God  who  bal- 
ances the  clouds,  and  gives  the  former  and  the 
latter  rain  in  .their  feafon.  And  it  is  further  af- 
ferted,  that  the  fuperintending  care  and  difpofing 
hand  of  God  are  concerned,  even  in  the  falling  of 
the  fparrow  to.  the  ground.  The  kingdom  which 
is  the  Lord's,  therefore,  comprehends  the  univerfe. 
Hence,  in  the  text,  God  is  faid  to  be  "  exalted  as 
HEAD  above  ALL,"— -above  every  thing  which  ex- 
ids. 

AGAIN  ;  to  our  having  proper  apprehenfions  of 
the  kingdom  which  is  the  LORD'S,  it  is  neceflary 
to  bring  into  view  not  only  its  extent,  but  the  objeft 
or  end  of  it» 

GOD  does  not  exercife  a  control  over  the  uni- 
verfe, and  concern  himfelf  with  the  affairs  of  all 
ranks  of  creatures,  as  a  mere  amufement ;  he  has 
an  important  object  in  view,  in  all  his  adminiftra- 
{ions ;  and,  that  is  to  raife  up  and  eftablifh  a  king- 
dom of  holinefs  and  rightcoujnefs. 

THE  government  of  G0d  does  confift,  fumma- 
rily,  in  fo  conducting  and  arranging  events,  as 
fliall,  eventually,  advance  the  fpiritual  and  moral 
good  of  the  univerfe,  or  eftablifh  a  holy  and  fpir- 
itual kingdom.  All  the  plans,  inflitutions  and  op- 
erations of  God  are  directed  to  that  end.  The  end 
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of  the  natural  is  the  moral  world.  ifltaJj 
ranks  and  orders  of  exiftencies  are  to  be  confidered, 
as  fo  many  links  of  a  perfect  chain,  fo  all  the 
events  which  take  place,  and  all  God's  appoint- 
ments and  inftimtions  are  to  be  viewed,  as  fo  many 
means  to  advance  the  moral  and  fpiritual  good,  or 
the  holinefs  and  happinefs  of  intelligent  beings  ; 
and  fo  to  eftablifh  and  perfect  a  kingdom  of  holi- 
nefs and  righteoufnefs.  And,  all  being  united,  do 
form  a  perfect  fyftem  of  means  and  events,  for  the 
fecurity  of  fo  important  an  object.  -  As  the  ad- 
vancement and  eftablifh  men  t  of  a  kingdom  of 
righteoufnefs  require,  God  builds  up  or  pulls 
down  earthly  kingdoms.  The  great  Monarchies 
of  the  world,  which  have  been  raifed  up  and  again 
tumbled  into  ruin,  have  been  fubordinated  to  this 
interefting  defign.  The  conftitution  and  laws  of 
the  natural  world,  when  they  ceafe  to  contribute 
to  the  eftablifhment  of  fuch  a  kingdom,  will  be 
abolifhed  ;  yea,  the  whole  natural  world,  when  k 
mall  have  accomplifhed  every  thing  of  that  nature 
which  it  can  anfwer,  will  be  configned  over  to 
deftruction.  Events  will  roll  on  until  a  holy  and 
fpiritual  kingdom  mail  be  eftabiifhed  arid  become 
triumphant.  Then,  the  rotation  of  events,  like 
the  prefent,  mail  ceafe.  Earthly  kingdoms  and 
empires  fhall  fink  into  ruin  —  the  fun  fhall  fhine 
no  more,  the  various  parts  of  the  natural  world 
fhall  be  unhinged—  a  univerfal  conflagration  will 
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take  place,  and  former  things  mall  be  remember- 
ed no  more. 

THAT  this  reprefentation,  of  the  object  of  God's 
government,  is  real  and  not  imaginary,  appears 
from  many  confiderations,  which  can  be  but  very 
briefly  mentioned,  at  this  time. 

IT  appears,  very  particularly,  from  the  defign 
of  the  incarnation  and  facrifice  of  Jefus  Chrift; 
or  the  introduction  of  the  mediatorial  plan. 

THIS  great  event  is  confidered,  in  the  facred  wri- 
tings, as  above  all  others  calculated,  to  anfwer  the 
purpofes,  which  God  had  in  view,  in  the  whole 
work  of  creation  and  the  government  of  the  world. 
And,  the  end  which  God  had  in  view  in  that  afton- 
ifhing  event  was,  indubitably,  the  eftablifhment  of 
a  kingdom  of  holinefs.  Hence  it  is  faid,  that'he 
"  gave  himfelf  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us 
from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar 
people,  zealous  of  good  works."*  And  the  church  is 
faid  to  be  redeemed  by  his  blood,  "  to  the  intent, 
that  now  unto  the  principalities  and  powers,  in 
heavenly  places  might  be  known,  by  the  Church, 
the  manifold  wifdom  of  God ;  according  to  the 
eternal  purpofe  which  he  purpofed  in  Chrifl  Jefus 
our  Lord."t  And,  Jefus  Chrift  is  now  exalted  at 

*  Titus  ii.  14.  f  Ephef.  iii.  10,  n. 


ELECTION  SERMON.  13 

the  head  of  all  principalities  and  powers,  and  will 
reign  until  all  enemies  are  brought  at  his  footftool. 
And  the  iflue  of  this  great  affair  is  fummed  up  in 
this,  that  God  fhall  "  reconcile  all  things  to  him- 
felf,  by  him,  whether  they  be  things  in  earth  or 
things  in  heaven."  From  thefe  pafiages  of  fcrip- 
ture,  as  well  as  from  the  declarations  and  prophe- 
lies  concerning  the  increafe,  progrefs  and  iflue  of 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  which  is  founded  in  his 
blood,  it  is  extremely  evident,  that  the  end  God 
had  in  view,  in  the  incarnation,  death  and  fuffer- 
ings  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  in  the  whole  work  of  re- 
demption, was  the  advancement  and  eftabliftiment 
of  a  kingdom  of  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs.  And, 
from  thence  we  may  certainly  infer,  that  this  is  the 
great  object,  which  God  has  in  view  in  his  whole 
government. 

THE  fame  conclufion  becomes  further  evident, 
from  the  end,  which  God  has  in  view,  in  the  reli- 
gious injlitutions  he  hath  made.  The  end  propofed 
in  inftitutions  of  a  religious  nature,  is,  unqueftion- 
ably,  to  render  mankind  holy  and  fpiritual. 

AGAIN  ;  that  the  end  God  has  in  view,  and  that 
the  object  of  his  government  is,  the  eftablifhment 
of  a  kingdom  of  righteoufnefs  is  evident,  from 
the  great  and  fundamental  laws  of  his  kingdom  ; 
or,  from  what  he  chiefly  requires,  of  his  intelli- 
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gent  creatures.  God's  requirements  are  all  fum- 
med  up  in  holinefs  and  righteoufnek — in  univerfal 
love  and  good  will.  This  clearly  indicates  what 
that  is,  at  which  God  is  aiming  in  his  government  ; 
and,  particularly,  that  it  is  the  advancement  of  a 
kingdom  of  righteoufnefs. 

THAT  the  eftablifhment  of  a  kingdom  of  right* 
coufnefs,  is  the  great  object  of  the  government  of 
God,  appears,  not  only,  from  the  end  propofed  in 
the  work  of  redemption,  in  all  religious  inilitu- 
tions,  and  from  the  requirement  of  the  law*  he 
has  eftablifhed ;  but,  it  is  alfo  evident,  from  the 
defign  of  civil  government. 

CIVIL  government  was  not  inflituted,  merely  to 
amufe  men  ;  nor,  to  lift  up  fome  over  the  heads  of 
others,  without  propofmg  an  important  object. 
And,  although  it  is  an  inftitution,  which  is  pecul- 
iar to  this  world,  and  may  feem  more  immediately 
defigned  to  protect  men  from  injury  and  violence  ; 
yet,  Is  it  not  certain,  that  like  the  other  inflitutions 
of  God,  it  is  ultimately  defigned  for  and  to  be  ad- 
miniftered,  with  a  view  to  the  cdvancement  and  ef- 
tablifhment of  a  fpiritual  and  holy  kingdom  ? 

I  AM  not  infenfible,  that  fome  are  fond  of  mak- 
ing, a  total  feparation  between  civil  government 
and  the  protection  or  eftablifhment  of  religion,  or 
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the  advancement  of  a  fpiritual  kingdom;  and  do 
even  confider  the  former  as  having  nothing  to  do 
with  the  latter.  But,  I  beg  leave  to  inquire, 
Whether  the  profperity  and  advancement  of  a 
kingdom  of  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  among 
men,  be  not  the  great  object  of  civil  government  ? 
And,  whether  every  civil  conftitution,  which  is 
not  ultimately  calculated  to  nourifh  and  cherifh 
true  religion,  and  fo  to  advance  a  fpiritual  and  holy 
kingdom,  be  not,  in  the  view  of  God,  whatever 
it  be  in  the  view  of  man,  not  merely  cenfurable^ 
but  abfolutely  abominable  ?  Take  a  retrofped  of  the 
annent  difpenfations  of  God,  and  you  will  fee,  how 
God  views  civil  governments  and  adminiftrations 
in  this  refpecl.  Is  it  not  evident,  from  the  paft  dif- 
penfations of  God,  that  he  approved  or  cenfured 
civil  governments,  according  to  the  refpeft  or  dif- 
refpecl  paid  by  them,  to  his  church  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  a  kingdom  of  holinefs  ?  This  was 
certainly  the  cafe,  refpecling  the  adminidrations  of 
the  kings  of  Ifrael.  This  was  alfo  the  cafe,  ref- 
pe&ing  the  Chaldean  monarchy.  It  is  the  very 
reafon  offered,  why  God  brought  ruin  on  that 
mighty  empire.  'It  was  becaufe  it  rejoiced  in  the 
ruin,  and  was  inflrumental  in  deftroying  the  heri- 
tage of  God.  The  vengeance  of  God  was,  alfo, 
denounced  upon  the  Ammcrites,  upon  Moab  and  Seir, 
upon  Tyre  and  Egypt  for  their  oppofition  to  and 
derifion  of  the  church  of  God.  We  are,  alfo,  af- 
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fured,  that  it  will  always  be  thus,  that  God  will 
pull  down  kingdoms  and  utterly  deftroy  them, 
when  they  (land  in  the  way  to  the  profperity  and 
advancement  of  his  church,  or  a  kingdom  of  right- 
eoufnefs. 

IT  may  here  be  faid,  that  there  are  none,  who 
fuppofe,  that  civil  government  and  administrations 
are  to  oppofe  the  advancement  of  a  fpiritual  king- 
dom, or  the  progrefs  of  religion ;  all  which  is  con- 
tended for  is,  that  civil  government  mould  be  neu- 
tral. But,  in  anfwer,  it  may  be  aiked,  Whether  it 
be  poffible  that  civil  government  mould  take  fuch 
a  pofition  ?  Our  Saviour  aflerts,  "  He  that  is  not 
with  me  is  againft  me  :  and  he  that  gathereth  not 
with  me  fcattereth  abroad."*  There  is  according 
to  thefe  words  of  Chrift,  no  fuch  thing  as  neutral- 
ity. And  this  is  as  true,  refpe&ing  civil  govern- 
ment, as  refpe&ing  an  individual.  A  mere  neglect 
to  countenance  and  fupport  religion,  or  a  kingdom 
of  righteoufnefs,  in  a  civil  adminiftration,  will  op- 
erate againft  it.  It  was  always  fuppofed  of  old, 
that  the  conduct  of  rulers,  or  their  adrninift rations, 
had  a  very  great  influence  on  the  religious  ftate  and 
character  of  the  Jews.  It  is  impoffible,  therefore, 
that  civil  government  fhould  take  a  neutral  pofition, 
refpecting  religion  or  a  kingdom  of  holinefs.  It 

*  Matth.  xii.  30. 
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muft  aid  and  countenance  it,  or  it  will  difcoufage 
and  bring  it  into  contempt. 

„ 

• 

WITHOUT  attempting,  particularly,  to  point  out 
what  aid  or  fupport  civil  government  may  and 
ought  to  give,  to  religion  or  the  Church  of  Chrift, 
I  would  only  further  obferve*  that  the  facred  fcrip- 
tures  do  teach,  in  a  very  direct  manner,  that  civil 
government  is  defigned  by   God,  ultimately,  as  a 
mean  and  expedient  to  advance  religion,  or  a  king- 
dom of  righteoufnefs  among  men.     Is  it  not  di- 
rectly and  pofitively  aflened,  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah, 
that  in  a  future  period,  when  civil  government  mall 
be  rightly  applied  and  faithfully  adminiftered,  "Kings 
mail  be  nurfing  fathers  and  their  Queens   nurfing 
mothers,"  to  the  Church  of  God  ?  And,  does  not 
the  apoflle  Paul  moft  exprefsly  teach  us,  what  the 
end  of  civil  government  and  magiftrac?y  is  ?*  "  Ru- 
"  lers  are  not  a  terror  to  good  works,  but  to  the 
"  evil.     Do  that  which  is  good,  and  thou  Jhalt  have 
"  praife   of  the  fame,  for  he  is  the  minifter  of  Gcd 
"  to  thee   for  good.     He  beareth  not   the  fword  in 
**  vain  ;  for  he  is  the  mmifter  of  Gcd — a  revenger  to 
"  to  execute  wrath  upon  him  that  doeth  evil."     Does 
not  this  account  of  the  defign  of  civil  government 
and   magiftracy,    clearly    teach,    that    they  were 
defigned  to  encourage  and  fupport  a  kingdom  of 

*  Romans  xiii.  3—5. 
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righteoufnefs  among  men  ?  And,  the  fame  apoflle 
directs,  "  that  prayers,  inter  eejfions,  and  giving  of 
thanks  be  made— for  kings  and  for  all  that  are  in  au- 
thority, that  we  may  lead  quiet  and  peaceable  lives,  in 
all  godlinefs  and  honefty."t  It  mud  be  clear, 
from  what  is  faid  concerning  the  defign  of  civil 
government,  in  the  facred  fcriptures,  that  it  was 
inflituted  as  a  mean,  to  advance  and  fupport  a 
kingdom  of  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  :  And, 
therefore,  it  is  one  thing  which  ferves  to  point  us, 
to  the  great  object  which  God  has  in  view  in  his 
government  j  or  the  nature  and  defign  of  his  king- 
dom. 

AGAIN  ;  the  ufe  and  improvement,  which  God 
requires  us  to  make  of  the  various  allotments 
of  his  providence,  farther  point  out  the  end  of  his 
government,  or  the  nature  of  his  kingdom  ;  and 
that  it  is  a  kingdom  of  righteoufnefs. 

THE  improvement  God  requires  us  to  make  of 
providence  is  this,  that  we  grow  in  righteoufnefs 
and  holinefs.  The  goodnefs  of  God  is  to  lead  us 
to  repentance.  Under  adv«erfities,  we  are  to  "  learn 
righteoufnefs.5'  Or,  to  adopt  the  language  of  an 
apoflle,  when  fpeaking  of  trials  and  adverfities,  he 
fays  they  are  fent  "  that  we  may  be  partakers  of 
his  holinefs."  Now  if  our  holinefs,  be  the  end  of 

f  i  Tim.  ii.  i,  a. 
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divine  allotments,  it  becomes  evident,  that  the  ad- 
vancement of  a  kingdom  of  holinefs,  is  the  end 
of  God's  adminiftrations. 

THE  fame  truth  will  appear  with  additional  clear- 
nefs,  if  we  turn  our  attention,  to  the  particular 
defigns  of  God,  and  his  providential  difpenfations, 
as  the}7  are  flated  in  the  facred  fcriptures. 

IF  we  take  a  view  of  events  under  the  former 
difpenfation,  we  muft  fee,  that  the  eftablifhment  of 
a  holy  and    fpiritual  kingdom  was,  uniformly,  the 
object  which  God  had  in  view  in  all  his  allotments. 
Ft  is  evident,  that  his  Church  was  kept  conftantly 
in  view,  as  the  chief  object  of  attention.     Godfet 
up  the  Church  as  his  great  object.     This  appears, 
incontrovertibly  true,  not  only  relative  to  thofe  ad- 
miniftrations, which  refpected  the  Jews  in  particu- 
lar ;  but  the  affairs  of  all  other  nations,  were  fub- 
ordinated  to  the  profperity  and  advancement  of  the 
Church.     Whole  nations  were  exterminated  and 
utterly  deftroyed,  as  the  profperity  of  the  Church 
demanded.     God  conducted  and  difpofed,  not  only, 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Jews,  but  of  all  the  nations 
around  them,  with  a  direct  and  immediate  refer- 
ence, to  the  enlargement  and   profperity  of   his 
Church.     Of  this,  no  one  can  doubt,  who  has  at- 
tended to  the  hiftory  of  God's  proceedings,  as  they 
are  ftated  in  his  word.     Which  point  us  directly  to 


20  ELECTION  SERMON. 

a  kingdom  of  righteoufnefs,  as  the  objecT:  of  God's 
government. 

FARTHERMORE,  the  declarations  and  prophecies 
contained  in  the  facred  fcripturea,  relative  to  the 
future  difpenfations  of  God,  point  us  to  the  fame 
object:. — They  are  all  aimed  at  the  advancement  of 
a  kingdom  of  righteoufnefs,  as  the  great  object 
which  God  has  in  view, 

GOD  has  actually  decreed  that  all  other  kingdoms 
fhall  come  to  an  utter  end — That  his  fpiritual 
kingdom  "  fhall  break  in  pieces  and  confume  all 
other  kingdoms,  and  it  fhall  ftand  forever."  And 
that,  as  the  great  Monarchies  which  have  already 
exifted,  have,  one  after  another,  been  utterly  de- 
ftroyed,  to  make  way  for  the  enlargement  of  his 
Church,  and  the  advancement  of  his  fpiritual  king- 
dom, fo  it  fhall  be  hereafter.  Although  God  may 
fuffer  the  powers  of  this  world,  to  trample  on  his 
Church,  for  a  feafon  ;  yet  He  allures  us,  that  "  the 
gates  of  hell  fhall  not  prevail  againft  it" — That  he 
will  fuffer  the  wrath  and  madnefs  of  men  to  pro- 
ceed no  further,  than  fhall  be  neceflary,  to  prepare 
the  way  for  its  eftablifhment.  "  The  wrath  of 
man  mail  praife  thee,  the  remainder  of  wrath  wilt 
thou  reflrain."  And,  we  are  further  afTured,  that 
fuch  will  be  the  allotments  of  providence,  and  that 
the  affairs  of  all  nations  fhall  be  fo  over-ruled,  as 
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that,  eventually,  "  The  earth  fhall  be  full  of  the 

knowledge  of  the  Lord" That   the  corrupt  paf- 

lions  of  men,  which  are  naturally  fo  violent  and 
overbearing,  fhall  be  foftened  down,  fo  that  noth- 
ing fhall  hurt  or  deftroy,  in  all  God's  holy  moun- 
tain— That  all  fhall  know  him  "  from  the  leafl  to 
the  greateft." 

HENCE  it  appears,  that  the  great  object,  which 
God  has  kept  in  view,  in  former  difpenfations,  and 
which  he  will  keep  conftantly  in  view  in  his  future, 
is  the  advancement  and  eftablifhment  of  a  fpiritual 
and  holy  kingdom. 

BUT  one  confideration  more  will  be  fuggefted, 
to  fhow  that  the  end  of  the  kingdom,  which  is  the 
LORD'S,  is  the  eftablifhment  of  a  kingdom  of  ho- 
linefs  and  righteoufnefs,  and  that  is  the  refult  and 
final  IJJue  of  his  adminiftrations. 

IN  what  the  adminiftrations  of  God,  or  the  va- 
rious difpenfations  of  providence  will  end,  we  have 
full  information  in  the  facred  fcriptures  :  and  infor- 
mation can  be  derived  from  no  other  fource.  We 
are  clearly  informed,  by  the  word  of  God,  that 
one  event  after  another  fhall  roll  on,  'till  all  God's 
defigns  are  completed — that  in  the  end  of  the 
world,  the  whole  number  of  the  righteous  fhall  be 
gathered  together,  into  one  fociety — that  the  wick- 
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ed  (hall  be  feparated  from  them,  with  every  one 
that  "  loveth  and  maketh  a  lie."  So  that  the 
righteous  will  form,  a  perfectly  holy  and  pure  fo- 
ciety. — We  are  further  informed,  from  the  oracles 
of  God,  that  when  all  the  righteous  mail  be  gath- 
ered in,  from  out  of  every  nation  under  heaven, 
the  ends  and  the  purpofes  of  God,  in  all  preced- 
ing difpenfations,  will  be  attained — that  there  will 
be  no  further  employment  for  the  kingdoms  and  na- 
tions of  this  world-^that  the  wicked,  although  they 
have  been  improved  as  inflruments  to  accompHfh 
the  purpofes  of  God,  will  be  improved  no  longer ; 
but  will  be  turned  down  into  deftru&ion,  from 
which  they  will  never  be  recovered — and,  the  ma- 
terial world,  the  earth  with  all  its  apparatus,  which 
has  ferved  as  a  theatre  on  which  the  affairs  of  God's 
kiagdom,  while  in  an  infantile  (late,  have  been 
tranfacted,  (when  the  righteous  are  all  gathered 
in,)  will  be  of  no  further  ufe  ;  and,  therefore,  will 
be  fubje&ed  to  abfolute  deduction. — "  The  heav- 
ens (hall  be  rolled  together  as  afcroll,"  and  "  fhall 
pafs  away  with  a  great  noife :  and  the  elements 
fhall  melt  with  fervent  heat." — National  diftind- 
ions  fhall  be  known  no  more — the  fceptres  of  kings 
and  the  fwords  of  magiftrates  fhall  be  laid  afide— 
the  fun  fhall  withdraw  its  mining,  and  the  moon 
will  be  turned  into  darknefs — "  the  earth  and  the 
works  that  are  therein  fhall  be  burnt  up  ;"  and 
there  will  be  no  more  remembrance  of  former 
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things.  The  grand  drama  will  then  be  clofed.— 
From  a  confideration  of  the  final  refult  of  things 
we  learn,  with  the  utmoft  certainty,  that  the  ob- 
ject which  God  ever  had  in  view  was,  the  eftab- 
lifhment  of  a  kingdom  of  holinefs. 

THUS  the  defign  of  Chrift/s  incarnation — of  re- 
ligious and  civil  inftitutions — the  requirements 
made  in  the  law  of  God,  of  moral  and  intelligent 
beings — the  improvement  to  be  made  of  providen- 
tial difpenfations ; — together  with  the  final  refult  or 
conclufion  of  things,  whin  a^holy  and  pure  focie- 
ty  fhail  be  formed  and  rendered  triumphant ;  all 
thefe  various  confideration s  unite,  in  pointing  out 
to  us,  that  the  great  object  of  God's  government 
is,  the  formation  and  eftablifhrnent  of  a  fpiritual 
and  holy  kingdom. 

ALTHOUGH  fo  much  has  already  been  faid,  con- 
cerning the  kingdom  which  is  the  Lord's,  one  ob- 
fervation  more  mud  be  added,  which  is,  that  the 
important  ends  and  purpofes  of  that  kingdom,  are 
to  be  fecured,  through  the  medium  of  the  media- 
torial plan,  and  under  the  adminiftration  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  as  mediatorial  king. 

IN  illuftration  of  this  truth  I  fhall  only  obferve, 
that  the  facred  fcriptures  very  exprefsly  teach  us, 
that  in  confequence  of  Chrift's  faithfulnefs?  in  ex- 
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ecuting  the  work  of  redemption,  God  did  inveil 
him  with  kingly  authority,  and  impowered  him  to 
call  in  and  train  up  for  glory,  all  thofe  that  were 
given  him.  And  the  affairs  of  angels  as  well  as  of 
men  were  committed  into  his  hands.  Accordingly 
we  read,  that  when  Chrift  was  raifed  from  the 
dead,  God  "  fet  him  at  his  own  right  hand,  in 
the  heavenly  places,  far  above  all  principality,  and 
power,  and  might  and  dominion,  and  every  name 
that  is  named,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  alfo  in 
that  which  is  to  come  :  and  hath  put  all  things  un- 
der his  feet,  and  gaye-feim  to  be  HEAD  over  all 
things  to  the  church."*  Arid,  in  another  place, 
concerning  Chrift  it  is  faid,  "  Who  is  gone  into 
heaven,  and  is  on  the  right  hand  of  God,  angels, 
authorities  and  powers  being  made  fubjeft  to  him.t" 
We  are  further  allured,  that  in  the  courfe  of  his 
government,  he  will  "  reconcile  all  things  to  him- 
felf,  whether  they  be  things  in  earth  or  things  in 
heaven."  Which  imports,  that  Chrift  will  unite, 
in  one  fociety,  the  fmlefs  angels  and  ele&  men. 
The  apoftle  Paul  exprefsly  aflerts,  that  his  king- 
dom will  not  be  delivered  up,  'till  "  he  fhall  have 
put  down  all  rule,  and  all  authority  and  power  : 
for  he  muft  reign  till  he  hath  put  all  enemies  under 
his  feet. — And,  when  all  things  fhall  be  fubdued  un- 
to him,  then  fhall  the  fon  be  alfo  fubjeft  unto  him, 
that  put  all  things  under  him,  that  God  may  be  all 
inalL" 

*  Ephef.  i.  20— vt.  f  i  Peter  iii.  aa. 
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WITHOUT  any  comment  on  thefe  paflages,  thus 
much  muft  be  evidently  taught  in  them,  that  the 
great  purpofes  of  God  in  his  univerfal  government, 
inere&ing  and  eftablifhing  a  kingdom  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  will  be  accomplished,  under  the  reign  and  by 
the  adminiflration  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  mediatorial 
king  ;  or  through  the  medium  of  the  Chriflian 
fyflem. 

FROM  the  foregoing  obfervations  it  appears,  that 
the  kingdom  which  is  the  LORD'S,  is  one  which  is 
univerfal — extending  to  all  things  throughout  all 
worlds.  The  end  of  it  is,  to  raife  up  and  eftablifh 
a  kingdom  of  perfect  holinefs  and  happinefs — the 
great  object  is  to  be  fecured,  under  the  reign  and 
through  the  adminiftration  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  me- 
diatorial king.  I  now  proceed, 

II.  To  confider,  in  what  fenfe  the  kingdom  may 
be  faid  to  be  the  LORD'S,  and  that  He  is  exalted  as 
HEAD  above  all. 

As  great  brevity  will  be  obferved,  in  attending 
to  this  inquiry,  as  its  importance  will  admit, 

i.  IT  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  fuch  af- 
criptions  and  acknowledgments,  as  thofe  contain- 
ed in  our  text,  very  frequently  occur  in  the  facred 
fcriptures. 

D 
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THE  pious  pfalmift  fays,  "  The  Lord  reigneth, 
let  the  earth  rejoice,  and  the  multitude  of  ifles  be 
glad."  Our  Saviour,  in  that  form  of  prayer  which 
he  gave  his  difciples,  taught  them  always  to  pray, 
<c  Thy  kingdom  come  :"  and  to  conclude  in  this  man- 
ner ;  "  For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power  and 
the  glory."  And  he  enjoined  it  on  his  difciples,  to 
live  in  a  firm  belief  of  the  agency  of  God,  as  being 
concerned  in  the  moft  minute  events — that  a  fpar- 
row  does  not  fall  to  the  ground,  without  their  heav- 
enly Father. 

i.  THE  propriety  of  its  being  faid  in  the  text, 
that  the  kingdom  is  the  LORD'S,  and  that  He  is  ex- 
alted as  HEAD  above  all,  appears  from  his  being 
the  maker i  and  fo  the  original  owner  and  proprietor 
of  all  things. 

THE  univerfe,  comprehending  all  worlds  and 
creatures,  owes  its  exiftence  to  God.  The  higheft 
archangel  is  as  dependent  on  God,  for  being,  as 
the  meaneft  in  fed;.  This  being  the  cafe,  the  king- 
dom is  the  Lord's.  All  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth 
are  the  Lord's,  as  he  raifed  them  up.  Kings  and 
magiftrates,  and  all  who  are  in  authority  are  the 
Lord's,  as  he  has  inverted  them  with  all  that  power 
and  authority  which  they  poffefs. 

3.  IT  is  with  propriety,  that  the  kingdom  is  faid 
to  be  the  LORD'S,  and  that  He  is  exalted  as  HEAD 
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above  all,  as  He  is,  moft  certainly  the  rightful  ru- 
ler and  governor  of  the  univerfe. 

THE  Lord,  who  made  and  upholds  all  things, 
has,  certainly,  an  original  right  to  difpofe  of  them, 
according  to  his  good  pleafure.  He  mufl  have  a 
right  to  do  what  he  will  with  his  own.  He  muft 
have  an  original  and  exclufive  right,  to  turn  every 
wheel  in  government,  and  to  afcertain  every  event, 
fo  as  to  accomplifh  his  own  purpofes. 

4.  I  SHALL  only  obferve  further,  That  the  king- 
dom is  the  LORD'S,  and  that  He  is  exalted  as  HEAD 
above  all,  not  only  as  he  is  the  maker  and  proprietor 
of  all,  and  fo  has  an  original  and  independent 
right  to  reign  ;  but  as  he  does,  in  faft,  exercife  a 
government  over  the  whole  univerfe,  comprehend- 
ing all  creatures  and  all  events. 

\ 

INDEED,  if  God  did  not  conftantly  exercife  his 
Almighty  power  and  fuperintending  care  over  the 
univerfe,  it  would  immediately  ceafe  to  exift. 
That  fame  power  which  created  can,  alone,  uphold 
the  things  which  are  made.  The  abfolute  and  con- 
ftant  dependance  of  all  things  on  God,  renders  it 
certain,  that  he  muft  be  "  exalted  as  head  above 
all" — that  he  muft  rule  over  the  whole  univerfe. 

SOME  have,  indeed,  reprefented  it  as  too  tri- 
fling a  bufmefs,  for  the  Supreme  Being,  to  concern 
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himfelf  with  the  affairs  of  creatures ;  and,  had  ra- 
ther confider  God,  only  as  an  unconcerned  and 
uninterefted  fpedlator  of  the  affairs  of  the  world. 

BUT  fuch  may  be  afked,  Why  God  did  not  con- 
fider the  creation  of  the  univerfe  as  too  trifling  a 
bufmefs  for  him  to  undertake !  If  it  be  now  be^- 
neath  his  notice  and  care,  it  was  beneath  him  to 
exercife  his  wifdom  in  contriving,  and  his  power 
in  giving  it  exiflence. 

WE  can  hardly  conceive  it  to  be  poffible,  that 
God  fhould  bring  fuch  a  univerfe  into  being — - 
that  he  fhould  conftruft  fuch  a  complicated  ma- 
chine as  the  natural  world ;  and  introduce  into  ex- 
iflence, intelligent  and  moral  beings,  with  capaci- 
ties for  immortal  happinefs,  without  propofing  fome 
important  end  in  it.  If  God  had  an  important  end 
originally  in  view,  we  may  be  affured,  that  Ke 
•will  concern  himfelf,  fo  far,  in  the  affairs  of  the 
univerfe,  as  to  order  and  arrange  events,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  fecure  it.  Either  God  had  or  he 
had  not  an  important  end,  in  creating  the  univerfe. 
If  he  had  not  fome  important  object  in  view,  Why 
did  he  make  the  worlds  which  now  exifl  ?  Was  it 
for  mere  diverfion  and  amufement !  But,  if  he  had 
a  fufficient  end  for  creating  there  certainly  muft  be 
a  fufficient  reafon,  for  his  exercifmg  a  conftant  gov- 
ernment over  the  created  univerfe. 
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THAT  there  is  fo  much  apparent  evil — fo  much 
feeming  confufion — fo  many  jarring  and  myfttrioiis 
events  extant  in  the  world,  has  fometimes  been 
confidered,  as  a  forcible  objection  to  the  fuppofi- 
tion,  that  God  is  at  the  HEAD  of  all  things,  and 
exercifes  a  univerfal  government. — But  it  ought  to 
be  confidered,  that  fhort-fighted  men,  who  are 
full  of  Jinfu/ biajes  and  prepoffeflions,  are  very  mife- 
rable  judges,  as  to  the  events  which  are  neceflary 
to  take  place  ;  fo  as  to  fecure  the  welfare  of  a  king- 
dom, which  is  as  exten/ive  as  the  uni'verfe^  and  as 
durable  as  eternity  itfelf.  The  little  concerns  and 
exigencies  of  an  earthly  kingdom,  or  a  petty  flate, 
yea  of  a  family  or  an  individual,  often  confound 
the  wifdom  of  men.  The  moft  dark  and  myfteri- 
ous  events  are  often  found  to  be  pregnant  with  the 
higheft  good.  The  little  occurrence  of  Jofeph's 
brethren  felling  him  into  Egypt,  was  a  dark  and 
gloomy  event,  and  foreboded  great  evil,  in  the 
view  of  Jacob  ;  yet,  eventually,  it  proved  to  be  of 
the  utmoft  importance, 

BUT,  whatever  the  ignorance,  pride  or  vanity 
of  man  may  fuggeft,  the  facred  fcriptures  do  af- 
fureus,  that  God  does  reign,  and  is  particularly 
concerned  in  the  production  of  all  events — that 
cold  and  heat — fummer  and  winter,  rain  and 
drought,  feed-time  and  harveft — health  and  fick- 
nefs— war  and  peace — good  and  evil  5  yea,  all  the 
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affairs  of  the  natural  and  moral  world,  are  under 
the  government  and  control  of  God — that  he  raifes 
up  empires  and  pulls  them  down — creates  kings 
and  magiflrates  and  depofes  them,  according  to 
his  fovereign  pleafure. 

WE  are  taught  very  particularly,  in  the  facred 
fcriptures,  as  appears  from  what  has  been  faid,  that 
God  difpofes  of  nations  and  arranges  all  events, 
with  a  view  to  one  object ;  and  that  is,  The  eftab- 
lifhment  of  a  kingdom  of  righteoufnefs  j  and  that 
he  will  continue  to  do  fo,  till  that  kingdom  fhall 
be  eflablifhed  and  rendered  triumphant.  Then  his 
purpofes  will  be  anfwered — the  drama  will  be  fin- 
Ifhed,  and  God  will  be  all  in  all. 

IT  now  only  remains,  to  point  out  the  ufe  and 
improvement  that  may  be  made  of  the  fubjecl, 
which  we  have  confidered,  in  a  few  particular  in- 
ferences and  remarks. 

i.  As  the  kingdom  is  the  LORD'S,  and  He  is  ex- 
alted as  HEAD  above  all,  obligations  to  obedience 
and  fubje&ion  to  God,  muft  be  univerfal. 

IT  muft  be  the  incumbent  duty,  not  only  of 
thofe,  who  are  ranked  in  the  loweft  clafs  of  men, 
and  are  bufied  in  the  moft  humble  employments,  to 
yield  a  univerfal  obedience  to  the  will  of  God  ;  but 
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obligations  of  the  fame  nature,  are  incumbent  on 
thofe,  who  are  exalted  to  places  of  the  higheft 
dignity  and  honor  among  men.  They  are  equally 
under  the  government  of  God,  and  their  obliga- 
tions to  reverence  and  obey  him,  are,  in  kind,  the 
fame.  Yea,  the  obligations  on  thofe,  who  are  in 
the  higher  walks  of  life  are,  in  feme  refpecls,  pe- 
culiarly enhanced.  Their  example  will  have  a  pe- 
culiar influence,  on  the  conduct  and  morals  of 
thofe,  who  are  in  more  humble  ftations.  Hence 
that  demand  of  the  prophet,  "  O  heads  of  Jacob? 
and  ye  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrae!  ;  Is  it  net  for  you 
to  know  JUDGMENT."  Hence,  alfo,  that  direc- 
tion of  the  pfalmift,  "  Be  wife  now,  therefore,  O 
ye  kings,  be  inftrufted,  O  ye  judges  of  the  earth  ; 
ferve  the  Lord  with  fear  and  rejoice  with  trembling. 
Klfs  the  fan  left  he  be  angry  and  ye  ferifh  from  the 
way" 

2.  Is  the  kingdom  the  Lord's,  and  is  He  "  ex- 
alted as  Head  above  all,  We  fee,  that  we  have  a 
ftable  and  unfailing  fource  of  comfort,  in  the  moft 
dark  and  gloomy  times,  and  amidft  the  changes 
and  revolutions  which  take  place,  in  the  rotation 
©f  events,  respecting  the  prefent  world. 

V 

IF  clouds  and  darknefs  furround  our  nation — if 
foreign  powers  threaten  us  from  without — if  con- 
vulfions  and  civil  diffentions  da  exift  within— if 
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vice,  immorality  and  the  moft  outrageous  wicked- 
ednefs  do  prevail,  far  and  wide  in  the  earth ;  yet 
the  consideration,  that  the  kingdom  is  the  LORD'S, 
and  that  He  is  exalted  as  HEAD  above  all,  affords 
the  moft  ample  fupport,  and  lays  a  foundation  for 
the  moft  fubftantial  peace.  God  is  both  able  and 
fully  determined,  to  eftablifh  his  kingdom. 

Wz  live  in  a  day  of  mighty  revolutions.  Great 
events  are 'rolling  on  in  quick  fucceffion,  and  pre- 
fage  fome  great  and  interefting  changes  in  the  ftate 
of  this  world.  The  prophet  Jeremiah  demands, 
in  the  language  of  furprife,  "  Hath  a  nation 
changed  their  Gods,  which  are  yet  no  Gods  !"  as 
if  it  were  an  unheard  of  affair,  that  a  nation  had 
laid  afide  its  falfe  Gods.  But  we  liye  in  a  day, 
when  a  powerful  nation,  which  had  ranked  itfelf 
among  thofe,  who  acknowledge  the  true  and  living 
God,  has  abfolutely  rejected  and  difowned  Him, 
and  even  proceeded  to  abolim  the  ordinances  of 
heaven  !  "  The  myftery  of  iniquity,"  as  the  apof- 
tle  exprefies  it,  "  doth  already  work."  A  deep 
concerted  plan  to  fpread  infidelity  far  and  wide— to 
fubvert  religion  and  undermine  government — to 
give  to  the  lufts  and  paflions  of  men  full  fcope, 
has  been  propagated  among  the  nations  of  Europe, 
with  furprifmg  fuccefs.  Its  bitter  confequences 
and  baneful  influence  have  already  produced,  "  dif- 
trefs  of  nations,  with  perplexity,"  and  even 


ELECTION  SERMON,  33 

threaten  to  ihake  all  Europe,  to  its  very  center. 
The  effects  of  it  have  not  been  limited  to  Europe. 
Aiia  and  Africa  feel  its  bitter  eonfequences.  And 
even  in  America,  the  leaven  has  begun  to  ferment, 
and  is,  moft  probably,  thefource  of  the  oppofition 
which  has  been,  to  the  adminiftration  of  our  na- 
tional government — but  we  have  a  fubflantial  and 
unfailing  fource  of  confolation,  under  all  thofe 
gloomy  appearances — the  kingdom  is  the  Lord's. 

INDEED,  were  we  to  have  our  views  directed  by 
the  prophetic  declarations,  contained  in  the  facred 
fcriptures,  we  ihould  be  led  to  expe&,  inftead  of 
being  furprifed  to  fee  fuch  events.  Amid  ft  the 
confufion,  and  infidelity  of  the  prefent  day,  we 
fee,  that  the  man  of  fin  is  in  a  meafure  deftroyed  ; 
and  that  the  papal  hierarchy  is  crumbling  into 
pieces.  Nor  are  we  to  expect  that  the  feenes  of  dif- 
trefs,  which  are  now  experienced  in  Europe,  will 
terminate,  till  fomething  flill  more  important  is 
produced.  The  clouds  appear  to  be  gathering 
and  preparations  are  making,  for  feenes  far  more 
extenfively  diftr effing,  than  thofe  which  have  been, 
as  yet,  realized. — But  God  reigns — the  kingdom  is 
his.  He  will  take  care  of  it.  Neither  earth  nor  hell 
can  prevail  againft  Him— the  wrath  of  man  mall 
praifehim,  the  remainder  of  wrath  will  he  reft  rain, 

E 
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3.  FROM  the  obfervations  which  have  been 
made,  we  are  led  to  fee  the  important  nature  of 
the  iuflitution  of  civil  government. 

THE  kingdom  is  the  Lord's  ;  and  all  the  inflitu- 
tions  which  God  has  made,  as  well  as  all  the 
events  which  take  place,  have  a  reference  to  the 
eftablimment  of  a  kingdom  of  righteoufncfs-^are 
defigned,  by  God,  as  means  of  accomplifhing  and 
perfecting  fo  important  a  purpofe.  I  do  not  fay, 
that  this  is  the  object  which  mankind  have  had  in 
view,  in  forming  civil  conftitutions  and  qualifying 
governments.  Nothing,  perhaps,  has  been  further 
out  of  view.  They  have,  probably,  for  the  moft 
part  been  dictated  by  worldly  views  and  motives. 
But  God  has  inflituted  it,  as  one  mean  and  expe- 
dient, to  advance  the  progrefs  of  a  fpiritual  king- 
dom.  This  gives  the  inftitution  of  civil  govern- 
ment, an  afpect  of  great  confequence.  It  teaches 
us,  that  it  was  not  contrived,  merely  to  exalt  fome 
men  over  the  heads  of  others";  or  to  fecure  to  the 
members  of  foctety,  an  equal  enjoyment  of  privi- 
leges of  a  worldly  nature  ;  or,  merely,  to  protect 
life  and  property  ;  but  it  has  a  further  reach  and 
more  important  defign.  It  is  nothing  lefs,  than  one 
of  the  expedients  which  the  Supreme  Governor  of 
the  world  has  adopted,  to  forward  the  great  and 
important  purpofes  of  eftabliming  a  fpiritual  king- 
dom. Viewed  in  any  other  point  of  light,  it  dwin- 
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dies  into  nothing,  in  point  of  confequence  and  im- 
portance. 

I  AM  not  infenfible,  that  writers  on  civil  govern- 
ment, have  generally  confidered  it,  as  a  mean  to 
fecure  the  peace  and  welfare  of  fociety  in  this 
world  ;  and  as  having  no  concern  with  or  reference 
to  a  fpiritual  kingdom.  But  can  it  be  fo,  that  in 
the  inftitution  of  civil  government,  which  has  fuch 
prodigious  influence  on  the  ftate  of  this  world,  the 
Supreme  Being  has  forgotten  the  great  object  he 
has  in  view  in  his  government !  Muft  civil  govern- 
ment be  confidered,  as  a  folitary  exception,  as  to 
its  defign,  from  all  the  works  and  other  institutions 
of  God  !  Can  we  fuppofe,  that  God  would  build 
up  and  pull  down  kingdoms,  on  account  of  their 
influence  and  tendency,  to  build  up  or  obftrucl  the 
progrefs  of  religion,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
kingdom  of  righteoufnefs,  if  civil  government  were 
not  defigned  as  a  mean  to  advance  and  promote 
them  ? 

WERE  it  not  for  the  treaty  of  peace  which  God 
is  now  carrying  on,  through  Jefus  Chrifl,  civil 
government  and  earthly  kingdoms  would  be  utterly 
abolifhed  :  and  the  whole  material  world  would  be 
deftroyed.  The  advancement  and  progrefs  of  that 
treaty,  is  the  end  of  all  God's  adminiftrations. 
Hence  we  find,  that  when  civil  government  is  right- 
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ly  applied  and  adminiftered,  kings  will  be  nurfmg 
fathers  and  their  queens  will  be  nurfmg  mothers  to 
the  Church  of  God.  In  this  view  of  the  defign 
of  civil  government,  it  appears  to  be  an  inflitution 
of  great  confequence. 


4.  WE  are  naturally  to  conclude,  from  what 
been  faid,  that  fuch  men  as  have  Jixed  moral  and 
religisus  principles,  are  the  only  characters  which 
can,  with  any  propriety,  be  elefted  into  offices  of 
truft,  to  direct  the  affairs  and  concerns  of  civil 
government. 

THIS  inference  is  fairly  deducible,  from  the  de- 
fign of  civil  government.  If  civil  government  be 
defigned,  as  an  hand-maid  to  religion  —  as  a  mean 
to  advance  and  forward  a  kingdom  of  righteoufnefs, 
it  muft  be  important,  that  thofe,  who  are  ele&ed 
into  civil  office,  and  efpecially  into  the  principal 
offices  of  government,  fhould  be  friends  to  the 
caufe;  and  fo,  men  of  fixed  and  eftablijhed  moral 
and  religious  principles.  Yea,  may  we  not  proceed 
fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  they  fhould  be  firm  believers 
in  chriftianity  ?  For  the  kingdom  which  God  is 
raiting  up  among  men,  is  founded  on  the  chrlftian 
fyftem  ;  and  is  to  be  advanced,  under  the  reign  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  as  mediatorial  king.  That  fuch  char- 
afters  alone  are  to  be  fought  and  elected  into  pla- 
ces of  truft,  in  a  civil  government,  is  not  only 
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dictated  by  the  defign  of  the  inftitution  ;  but  is  en- 
joined by  God.  "  Thou  (halt  provide  out  of  all 
the  people,  able  men,  fuch  as  fear  God,  men  of 
truth,  hating  covetoufnefs,"  &c.  men  of  no  other 
defcription  are  friendly,  to  the  real  end  of  civil 
government. 

» 

THE  liberalizing  fpirit  of  the  prefent  day  (which 
looks  with  indifftrency  and  patience y  on  every  thing, 
excepting  ftrict  religion  and  fervent  piety,)  I  am 
aware,  inculcates  a  different  doctrine.  Such  as 
are  under  its  influence  will  tell  us,  that  moral  and 
religious  principles  are  of  no  importance ;  yea,  it  is 
a  difcovery  made  by  the  modern  Illuminati,  that  both 
religion  and  government  are  enemies  to  the  happi- 
nefs  of  mankind.  Hence  it  is,  that  extenfive  com- 
binations have  been  formed,  and  unwearied  efforts 
made,  to  overturn  religious  and  moral  fyfterns,  as 
well  as  to  unhinge  and  fubvert  civil  conftitutions 
and  governments.  But,  it  happens  fortunately, 
that  what  may  be  expected,  from  a  government 
adminiftered  by  men,  who  are  void  of  moral  princi- 
ples, and  are  plunged  deep  into  infidelity,  has 
been  fo  openly  exemplified.  When  moral  feel- 
ings and  religious  reftraints  are  eradicated,  and 
God  is  not  acknowledged  and  reverenced,  the  bar- 
riers againft  the  moft  atrocious  wickednefs  are  re- 
moved, and  the  lufts  of  the  human  heart  will  be 
unreftrained.  With  men  of  fuch  a  character  at 
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'  the  head  of  government,  we  could  hardly  expect 
any  thing  elfe,  than  that  the  rights  of  men  mould  be 
trampled  on — the  laws  of  humanity  be  fported  with, 
and  an  ambition  prevail,  which  knows  no  bounds. 
~AI1  this  we  fee  exemplified  in  Europe,  at  the 
prefent  time.  No  more  finking  pidure  can  be 
given,  of  the  baleful  influence  and  effects  of  infi- 
delity, when  dictating  the  meafures  of  government, 
than  are  exhibited  in  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the 
revolution  in  France.  When  we  review  the  vari- 
ous meafures  which  have  been  adopted — what  riv- 
ers of  blood  have  been  fpilt — with  what  coolnefs 
and  deliberation  the  lives  of  the  old,  the  young  and 
the  innocent  babe  have  been  defpoiled — the  prop* 
erty  of  fubjeds  feized— the  boundlefs  ambition  and 
infatiable  third  for  domination  which  has  prevailed 
. — the  piracies  which  have  been  committed  on  the 
feas — and  the  infidious  and  wicked  policy  which 
has  been  pradifed,  refpeding  other  nations ;  or  to 
fum  up  the  whole  in  a  word,  when  we  behold  a 
nation,  once  famous  for  its  civility  and  polifhed 
manners,  changed  into  a  nation  of  barbarians ;  I 
fay,  when  we  fee  thefe  things  adually  exifling, 
and  can  be  accounted  for  in  no  way,  unlefs  from 
the  influence  of  infidelity,  Can  we  need  any  thing 
further,  to  teach  us  the  importance  of  placing  men 
of  fixed  moral  and  religious  fentiments,  at  the  head 
of  government?  The  Supreme  Governor  of  the 
world,  has  defignedly  given  the  nations  of 
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earth,  a  ftriking  picture  and  example  of  the  bane- 
ful influence  and  ruining  tendency  of  infidelity. 
And,  no  nation  which,  after  this  folemn  warning 
and  admonition,  fhall  act  the  fame  part,  by  com- 
mitting the  management  of  the  concerns  of  fociety, 
into  the  hands  of  infidels  ^  or  of  men  whofe  feelings 
are  loofe  and  unhinged,  refpecting  religion  and  mo- 
rality, can  expect  lefs,  than  to  (hare,  in  a  higher 
or  lower  degree,  in  the  fame  plagues. 

THERE  can  hardly  be  a  greater  inconfiflency, 
than  for  a  chriftian  people,  to  appoint  fuch  men, 
as  the  guardians  of  their  rights,  and  as  nurfes  to 
the  Church  of  God,  who  have  not  fixed  moral  and 
religious  principles ;  and,  who  are  nearly  afloat  re- 
fpecting chriftianity  in  every  view  of  it. 

5.  THE  fubjeft,  which  we  have  been  confidering 
and  illuftrating,  is  of  ufe,  and  may  be  particularly 
improved,  by  civil  rulers  and  legiflators. 

ALTHOUGH  they  are  placed  at  the  head  of  gov- 
ernment, and  have  authority  to  enact  laws,  to  reg- 
ulate the  community  over  which  they  are  placed  ; 
yet,  they  are  to  confider,  that  there  is  a  higher 
power,  which  prefides  over  and  controls  the  af- 
fairs of  men.  The  kingdom  is  the  LORD'S,  and 
He  is  exalted  as  HEAD  above  ALL.  Civil  rulers 
and  legiflators  are  but  fervants  or  mini/It,  rs  of  God, 
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Their  work  is  afligned  them  by  Him.  They  arc 
fervants,  raifed  up  by  God,  to  forward  the  great 
objecl  of  his  government,  in  forming  and  eftablifh- 
ing  a  kingdom  of  righteoumefs.  At  the  fame 
time  therefore,  they  are  framing  laws,  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  their  conftitu- 
ents?  and  for  the  equal  adminiftration  of  juftice, 
they  are  not  only  to  be  cautious,  that  they  do  no 
harm  to  religion  and  the  Church  of  God,  but  to 
be  careful  to  do  every  thing,  in  their  power,  to 
countenance  and  fupport  them. 

IT  is  not  pretended,  that  civil  rulers  and  legifla- 
tors  have  a  right,  abfolutely  and  authoritatively  to 
impofe  creeds  and  confeffions  of  faith  ;  yet,  mofl  cer- 
tainly, it  muft  be  incumbent  on  them,  in  all  the 
meafures  they  adopt,  to  manifeft  a  governing  re- 
gard for  God  and  the  interefls  of  his  kingdom. 
It  muft  be  their  indifpenfible  duty,  to  adopt  fueh 
meafures,  as  will,  moft  direftly,  encourage  and 
promote,  the  progrefs  of  that  treaty  of  peace  and 
reconciliation,  which  God  is  carrying  on  with 
men. 

IT  is  in  the  power  of  civil  rulers,  in  many  refpe&s, 
to  prepare  the  way,  for  an  advantageous  tender  of 
falvation  to  mankind.  They  may  fet  up  their  ban- 
ners againfl  vice — encourage  men  of  religion  and 
virtue,  and  fupport  the  inftitutions  of  Christianity.— 
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Many  of  the  fubordinate  officers  of  government 
are  appointed,  by  the  legiflature.  If  men  of  vir- 
tue, who  are  profefled  friends  to  the  chriftian  fyf* 
tern,  as  well  as  of  good  government,  were  diftin- 
guifhed  as  objects  of  particular  "favor  ;  atfd  if,  on 
the  contrary^  the  profane — the  delpifers  of  religion* 
and  fervent  piety,  and  thofe  who  neglecl  religious 
inftitutions  were  rejected,  it  would,  certainly,  be 
a  worthy  teftimony  of  regard  to  the  kingdom  of 
God  j  and  an  encouragement  to  men  to  do  well. 

•  , 

•  DISSOLUTENESS  of  manners,  if  not  a  contempt 
of  chriflianity  has  been,  within  a  few  years,  great- 
ly increafmg.  It  would  be  very  unhappy,  indeed, 
if  thofe,  who  are  diflihguiflied  as  rulers  and  legit 
lators,  mould  be  wanting,  in  their  exertions,  to 
ftem  their  progrefs  ;  ,but  above  all  fo,  if  they,  .by 
their  example,  Ihould  countenance  them.— The  in- 
fluence of  rulers  is  great  and  extenfive  ;  although 
they  are  often  the  objects,  at  which  the  fhafts  of  en- 
vy and  malice  are  levelled.  Their  ftation  refpee- 
ting  religion  and  virtue  cannot  be  neutral.  Their 
tranfaclions  and  examples  will,  neceffarily,  have  an 
extenfive  influence. 

THE  people,  in  this  ftate,  have  reafon  to  be 
very  thankful  that  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the 
world  has  given  them  fuch  a  fucceffion  of  rulers* 

F 
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as  have,  not  only  been  firm  friends  to  their  civif 
rights,  but  have  been  difpofed  to  encourage  the 
caufe  of  religion  and  virtue.— And  it  is  no  fmall 
occafion  of  joy  to  the  friends  of  Zion,  that  the 
late  legislature  of  this  ftate,  while  the  zealous  ad- 
vocates for  religion,  in  England  and  Scotland, 
have  provided  mifiionaries,  to  found  the  glad  ti- 
dings of  fa!  vation  in  Africa,  in  the  Eafl-Indies  and 
HI  the  tflands  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  have  adopted 
jneafures,  to  make  provifion,  for  the  preaching 
of  the  gofpel  among  the  new  fettlements,  in  this 
country  j  and^  if  poflible,  to  chriftiani^e  the  heathen 
nations. 
- 

As  the  kingdom  is  the  Lord's,  we  may  allure 
ourfelves,  that  he  will  take  care  of  it ;  whether 
earthly  powers  nourifh  and  cherifh,  or  neglect  and 
abandon  it.  It  will  certainly  flourifh  and  finally 
triumph.  Yet,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  thofe 
who  are  raifed  to  places  of  truft  and  influence,  as 
well  as  thofe  in  private  life,  muft,  finally,  give  up 
a  mod  folemn  account  to  HIM,  who  is  exalted  as 
HEAD  above  all. 

6.  THE  fubjecl:  which  we  have  had  under  confid- 
eration,  may  be  improved,  to  animate  and  encourage 
the  minifters  of  the  gofpel. 
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THE  ministers  of  Chrift  are  officers  in  the  king* 
dom  of  the  Lord;  and  their  direct  bufinefs  is,  to 
be  "  workers  together  with  him."  They  are 
fent  out,  purpofely,  to  explain  the  nature  of  God's 
kingdom— to  plead  its  caufe  among  men,  and  to 
perfuade  them  to  inlift  as  fubje&s  in  it.  The  king- 
doms  of  this  world  are  to  be  managed  by  other 
hands.  Minifters  are,  by  office,  to  exert  them- 
felves,  in  endeavouring  to  build  up  and  eftablifh  a 
fpiritual  kingdom.  And,  fince  God  is  at  the  head 
of  it,  what  encouragements  have  minifters  to  be 
zealous  and  a&ive  ?  Did  fuccefs  depend,  merely  on 
their  ftrength  and  efforts  ;  and  had  they  not  rea- 
fon  to  expect  the  interpofition  of  no  higher  power, 
they  might  well  be  difcouraged.  But  the  kingdom 
is  the  LORD'S.  He  will  fucceed  and  profper  its  ad- 
vancement. He  is,  at  this  time,  inoft  evidently 
difpofmg  of  the  affairs  of  earthly  kingdoms,  fo  as 
to  prepare  the  way  for  the  eftablifhment  of  his  own 
kingdom.  He  has  given  the  moft  abfolute  afTu- 
ranee  in  his  word,  that  all  the  evils  which  are  ex- 
tant—the diftrefs  and  revolution  of  nations,  (hall 
confpire  to  advance  a  kingdom  of  righteoufnefs  ; 
however  gloomy  it  may  appear  to  fhort-fighted 
men— that  one  event  ihall  roll  on  after  another, 
till  all  God's  deligns  are  accomplifhed.  However 
weak  and  deprefled  this  kingdom  may  now  appear, 
the  time  is  coining,  and  probably  is  not  far  diftant. 
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when  cc  it  mall  break  in  pieces  and  confume  all*5 
other  "  kingdoms  and  it  ihall  fland  forever." 

THERE  is,  therefore,  from  the  nature  and  im- 
portance of  the  kingdom  ;  and,  efpecially  from 
the  determinations  and  power  of  Him,  whofe  is 
the  kingdom,  the  moft  abundant  encouragement, 
for  the  minifters  of  Chrift  to  be  active  and  zeal- 
ous. Befides,  their  only  encouragement  of  fliar- 
ing  in  the  triumphs  and  glory,  which  await  the 
kingdom  of  God,  does  arife  from  their  being 
*«  faithful  unto  death/'* 


C  ON  C  L  U  SIGN. 

My  Brethren  and  Fellow-Citizens. 

• 

LET  us  rejoice  in  the  goodnefs  of  HIM,  who  fe 
exalted  as  HEAD  above  all,  that  we,  according  to 
the  invariable  practice  of  our  anceflors,  are  per- 
mitted to  celebrate  the  religious  folemnities  of  this 
anniverfary,  with  fp  few  things  to  interrupt  our  re- 
ligious joy.  Although  difeafe  and  death  have,  the 
>aft,  fpread  defolation  in  fome  of  our  capi- 


. 

*  Since  the  laft  anniverfary  election,  there  has  been  but  two 
xnftances  of  mortality,  among  the  paftors  of  the  Churches  in  Con- 
neflicut ;  viz.  The  Rev.  IZRAHIAH  WETMORE  of  North-Strat- 
ford; and  the  Rev.  NATHAN  FENN  of  Worthington.  The  for- 
mer was  advanced  in  age  5  the  latter  was  in  the  prime  of  life  and 
uiefulneis. 
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tals,  yet  the  heads  of  our  tribes  have  been  preferr- 
ed, and  we  are  permitted  to  meet  them,  this  day, 
in  the  houfe  of  God.|— Although  we  have  been 
threatened  with  war,  by  a  nation,  which  is  neither 
bound  by  the  ties  of  honor  or  juftice,  yet,  He, 
who  ruleth  among  the  nations,  has,  as  yet,  pre- 
ferved  us  from  fo  deplorable  a  calamity. 

OUR  nation,  which  has  been  confidered  as  divi- 
dedy  has  been  led  to  unite  in  adopting  fpirited 
meafures  for  our  national  defence. 

• 

WE  enjoy  privileges  and  blefiings,  which  are  not 
realized  by  any  other  nation  on  earth.  Let  us 
unite,  in  a  firm  and  manly  fupport  of  our  national 
government  and  conftitution.  Be  careful  to  guard 
againfl  the  intrigues  of  defigning  men.  Let  infi. 
delity  and  modern  liberality  find  no  countenance, 
nor  have  any  hand  in  the  adminiftration  of  gov- 
ernment. Avoid  them,  as  you  would  avoid  that 

* 

plague,  which  has  already  interrupted  the. peace-** 
unhinged  the  government — deftroyed  the  order— 
andfo/fo^the  plains  of  almoft  all  Europe  with  hit* 
man  blood. 

f  Although  God  has  been  pleafed  to  preferve  the  lives  of  thofe, 
who  were  acting  in  the  firft  offices  in  this  ftate,  through  the  laft 
year;  yet  he  has  removed  by  death,  His  Excellency  MATTHEW 
GRiswoLD,Efquire,  formerly  a  Governor  of  the  State;  whofe  faith- 
ful fervices  and  perfevering  integrity,  through  lifei  entitle  him  to 
the  inoft  grateful  remembrance  of  all  its  citizens. 
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BE  careful,  to  enrol  your  names  among  the  fub- 
jecls  and  citizens  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  Be  af- 
fured,  that  this  kingdom  will  profper,  for  it  is  the 
LORD'S  ;  and  HE  is  the  HEAD  of  it.  The  time  for 
fecuring  a  part  in  its  triumphs  is  fhort  and  uncer- 
tain. But  a  fhort  delay  may  be  fatal. 

MAY  the  SUPREME  KINO  and  LORD  of  the  UNI* 
VERSE,  engage  all  our  hearts  and  feelings  in  his 
caufe  and  kingdom;  and  difpofe  us  to  fpend 
and  be  fpent  in  his  fervice.  That,  at  the  time, 
when  earthly  kingdoms  and  empires  fhall  be  de- 
flroyed,  and  the  whole  material  world  fliall  be  di£ 
folved,  we  may  be  fafe  in  the  KINGDOM  of  God, 
unite  in  his  PRAISE  forever  and  ever.  AMEN. 


THE  origin  and  ends  of  civil  Government  ;  with 
reflections  on  the  diftinguijbed  happinefs  of  the 
United  States. 


SERMON, 

PREACHED  BEFORE  HIS  EXCELLENCY 

n,  OJ#.  L.L.D. 

GOVERNOR, 

AND   THE    HONORABLE 

GENERAL    ASSEMBLY 

OF    THE 

STATE  of  CONNECTICUT, 

AT    HARTFORD, 
ON   THE  DAY  OF   THE   ANNIVERSARY   ELECTION, 

MAY   14,   1795. 


By  ANDREW  LEE,  A.  M. 

PASTOR   OF   THE    NORTH   CHURCH 
IN    LIS»BON. 


HARTFORD: 
PRWTED  BY  HUDSON  AKD  GOODWIN. 


MOCCXCV. 


At  a  General  AfTeinbly  of  the  State  of 

JLJ  s         J  J 

Connecticut ,  holden  at  Hartford,  on 
thefecond  Thurjday  of  May,  A.  D. 

1795- 

ORDERED,  that  the  Honora- 
ble WILLIAM  HILLHOUSE, 
and  SAMUEL  LOVETT,  ESQUIRES, 
return  the  thanks  of  this  Aflembly 
to  the  Rev,  Mn  ANDREW  LEE,  for 
his  Sermon  delivered  before  this 
Aflembly  at  the  General  Eleftion, 
on  the  i^th,  inft.  anddefire  a  Co- 
py thereof,  that  it  may  be  printed. 

A  true  Copy  of  Record, 

Examirid, 
ByGEORCE  WYLLYS,  Sec'ry. 


. 
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ii.  CHRONICLES  ix.  8. 


BleJJed  be  the  Lord  thy  Gad^  'which  delighted  in 
thee,  tofet  the*  on  his  throne,  to  be  king  for  the 
Lord  thy  God :  becaufe  thy  Go'd  loved  Ifrael  to 
§ftablijb  them  forever,  therefore  made  he  thce 
king  over  them^  to  do  judgment  andjujlice. 

GOVERNMENT  is  from  God.  It  may  be 
traced  to  the  firft  vifit  he  made  to  our 
world  after  the  apoftacy.*  But  no  particular 
form  hath  an  eXclufive  claim  to  be  of  divine  ori- 
gin. The  firft  form  was  patriarchal.  This  nat- 
urally arofe  from  the  then  ftate  of  the  world. 
For  a  time  it  was  fufficient.  It  probably  contin- 
ued till  the  deluge ;  but  was  found  too  weak 
even  before  that  event.  The  "  earth  was  filled 
with  violence."  When  the  world  was  repeo- 
pled,  and  the  life  of  man  reduced,  government 
gradually  put  on  other  forms. 

*  Gen.  iii.  16. 
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THE  only  political  fyftem  exprefsly  inftituted 
by  heaven  was  that  of  the  Hebrews,  which  was 
a  republican  theocracy;  a  form  in  many  ref- 
pecls  diverfe  from  every  other,  and  to  the  na- 
tions in  general  impracticable.  The  change 
which  took  place  in  their  conftitution,  which 
in  procefs  of  time  became  a  monarchy,  was  of 
themfelves ;  permitted  indeed,  but  not  approved 
of  God.  It  was  reckoned  of  him  among  their 
rebellions. 

THERE  are  circumrtances  in  which  monarchy 
may  be  requifite ;  and  from  the  beginning  the 
nations  have  been  permitted  of  God  to  mould 
civil  government  into  what  form  they  pleafed, 
in  order  to  fuit  it  to  their  flate.  Nor  was  it  any 
part  of  Chrift's  defign  to  make  changes  in  the 
civil  eftabliihments  of  the  nations.  Chriftianity 
was  intended  to  be  the  religion  of  the  world. 
The  time  is  coming  when  it  will  embrace  all  na- 
tions. What  may  then  be  their  political  ftate 
doth  not  yet  appear. 

DEEP  depravity  involves  the  principles  of  fer- 
vhude.  No  people  funk  in  brutalizing  vice  can 
long  be  free.  Such  was  the  (late  of  the  Romans 
at  the  beginning  of  the  gofpel  day.  Civil  liber- 
ty, the  pride  and  glory  of  their  anceftors,  had 
expired  :  It's  dying  ftruggles  had  been  violent. 
They  had  turned  a  large  portion  of  the  habita- 
ble globe  into  a  field  of  blood.  In  defence  of 
liberty,  noble,  but  ineffectual  had  been  the  exer- 
tions of  virtuous  individuals.  Arbitrary  power 
was  eftablifhed.  The  gracious  defigns  of  heav- 
en then  opening  on  the  world,  required  for  fome 
ages,  the  continuance  of  the  empire,  in  all  its  vaft 
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extenfioris,  and  that  Syria  in  particular  fhould 
remain  a  province  of  it. 

THESE  confiderations  enable  us  to  account  for 
the  fubjedion  to  the  Roman  government  enjoin- 
ed on  the  firll  Chriftians,  without  our  thence  in- 
fering  the  divine  right  of  kings.  From  the  tem- 
per and  circumftances  of  every  people  the'  ge- 
nius of  their  government  naturally  arifes. 

"  THE  MOST  HIGH  ruieth  in  the  kingdom  of 
men."  This  is  intimated  in  the  text.  When 
the  queen  of  Sheba  had  feen  the  order  and  equi- 
ty of  Solomon's  adminiftration,  and  the  happi- 
nefs  of  his  people,  me  thus  proclaimed  her  ad- 
miration of  the  providence  of  God  in  the  eleva- 
tion of  fo. wife  a  prince.  Blejfed  be  the  Lord,  thy 
God,  who  delighted  in  thee,  to  Jet  thee  on  his  throne, 
to  be  king  for  the  Lord  thy  God :  becaufe  thy  God 
loved  Ifrael,  to  cftablifb  them  forever,  therefore 
made  he  thee  king  over  them,  to  do  judgment  and 
jujlice. 

THAT  all  power  belongs  to  God,  and  is  deri- 
ved from  him,  is  doubted  only  by  thofe  "  who 
fay  in  their  hearts  there  is  no  God.*  He  doth 
according  to  his  will  in  the  army  of  heaven,  ami 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth;  none  can 
flay  his  hand."-)-  He  makes  ufe,  however,  of 
creatures  in  the  government  of  the  moral  world, 
as  he  doth  of  fecond  caufes  in  the  natural. 
Men .  are  his  vicegerents  in  the  government  of 
one  another.  But  who  fhall  hold  the  reins,  and 
in  what  manner  they  fhall  be  committed  into 
their  hands,  is  ordered  by  God's  counfel  and 
providence.  Natural  caufes  concur  and  are 


Pfal.  xiv.  t,         f  Dan.  iv. 
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made  the  means  of  raifmg  up  oiie  and  putting 
down  another ;  efpecially  of  piacingfuch  in  autho- 
rity,as  are  fitted  toanfwer  the  defigns  of  the  MOST 
HIGH,  whether  of  mercy  or  judgment,  but  all 
are  overruled  of  him.  Without  infringing  on 
human  liberty  his  defigns  are  accompliflied,  and 
his  purpofes  (land.  Second  caufes  fubferve  the 
views  of  the  great  firft  caufe,  and  eventually 
fulfil  his  pleafure.  The  fupreme  ruler  makes 
ufe  of  what  inflruments  he  pleafes*  In  the  gov- 
ernment of  nations  he  often  employs  the  moft 
abandoned  of  mankind.  The  perfection  of  di- 
vine wifdom  in  the  providential  government  of 
the  world  will  ultimately  appear  in  overruling 
the  wickednefs  of  men,  efpecially  of  princes,  to 
fubferve  God's  wife  and  holy  purpofes. 

THE  ways  of  providence  often  appear  to  us  dark 
and  confufed.  "  We  may  wonder  with  great 
admiration."  But  why  ?  They  are  only  fome 
fmall  detached  parts  of  the  divine  fcheme  which 
fall  under  our  infpedion  ;  and  of  thofe  our 
knowledge  is  partial  and  quite  imperfect.  But 
in  God  there  is  no  darknefs.  With  him  all  is 
order  and  harmony.  When  the  myflery  of 
God  is  finifhed,  we  ihall  fee  that  there  is  no  er- 
ror in  his  adminiftration. 

FARTHER  :  Good  civil  government  is  a  token 
of  God's  love  to  a  people  :  Becaufethy  God  love  A 
Ifrael,  therefore  made  he  thee  king  over  them. 

IN  the  language  of  Scripture  a  king  often 
fignifies  a  form  of  government,  or  {he  polity.of  a 
nation.  The  requifites  to  good  government  arc 
principally  a  good  conftuutipn  and  a  good  admin- 
iftration. 
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OF  all  national  bleflings  none  is  more  valua- 
ble than  the  eftablifhment  of  a  good  conftitution. 
Government  hath  generally  been  the  refult  of 
neceflity.  A  little  Attention  is  fufficient  to  fhew 
its  origin  ;  why  the  regal  form  hath  been  the 
molt  common ;  and  how  it  hath  almofl  univer- 
fally  become  oppreflive. 

WHEN,  from  the  brevity  of  life  and  increafe 
of  population,  patriarchical  authority  was  found 
too  weak  to  reftrain  the  lufts  and  regulate  the 
jarring  interefts  of  mankind,  other  meafures  for 
fecurity  became  neceflary.  Then  the  weak  took 
flielter  under  the  protection  of  the  ftrong.  Ev- 
ery one  found  it  neceflary  to  attach  himfelf  to, 
and  make  a  common  intereft  with,  forne  power- 
ful leader — unlefs  where  numbers  had  the  precau- 
tion to  unite  for  mutual  fafery,  electing  their 
chiefs,  and  agreeing  in  fome  general  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  common  advantage.  This 
produced  republics.  But  few  took  precaution 
for  fafety  beyond  what  the  flrength  of  their  fam- 
ilies and  immediate  connections  afforded,  till 
they  faw  the  neceflity  of  more  powerful  protec- 
tion ;  and  then  they  reforted  to  the  neareft 
chieftain,  from  whom  they  might  hope  for  tem- 
porary fecurity,  in  return  for  which  they  became 
in  a  manner  neceflfarily  the  inftruments  of  ekten- 
ding  their  authority,  and  other  wife  gratifying 
their  ambition  or  felfiflmefs. 

THUS  by  gradual  advances  have  monarchies 

arifen  which  have  aimed  at  univerfal  dominion. 

Hence   Jtlfo  thofe   monflers  called   conquerors 

who  like  bea'fts  of  prey  "  have  devoured,  and 

B 
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broken  in  pieces,  and  flamped  the  refidue  with 
their  feet."*  Never  was  the  wrath  of  heaven 
poured  on  the  earth  by  the  agency  of  more  fell 
deflroyers.  -At  the  head  of  this  race  (lands  Nim- 
rod,  a  firfl  born  defcendant  of  execrated  Ham. 
By  degrees  thofe  chiefs  having  gained  abfolute 
power  over  their  followers,  prevailed  to  hand 
down  the  fame  to  their  children.  Dominion 
they  confidered  as  an  inheritence  ^  and  unwary 
nations  tacitly  admitted  their  impious  claims,  and 
fuffered  the  chains  of  defpotifm  to  be  rivetted 
upon  them.  Hereditary  power,  that  opprobrium 
of  reafon  hath  laid  proftrate  the  liberties  of  the 
world.  This  firfl  took  place  when  the  fons  of 
Noah  had  fpiead  themfelves  abroad  after  the 
flood.  It  appeared  again  in  Europe  after  the 
fubverfion  of  the  Roman  empire  by  the  barbari- 
ans of  the  North. 

IN  moft  nations,  however,  regal  power  was  at 
firfl  reflrained  by  formal  conventions  between 
the  people  and  their  fovereigns :  but  fuch  advan- 
tages were  generally  put  into  the  hands  of  thofe 
raifed  to  royalty,  as  enabled  them  to  burfl  the 
mounds  fet  to  guard  the  rights  of  fubje&s. 
Thefe  advantages  they  have  feldom  neglected. 
More  have  watched  to  enlarge  their  own  power, 
and  make  themfelves  and  their  defendants  ab- 
folute, than  to  make  their  people  happy  by  ful- 
filling their  own  folemn  engagements. 

THE  republics  which  have  been  the  mofl  re- 
nowned are  thofe  of  Greece  and  Rome.  Thefe 
long  flourifhed,  and  rofe  to  great  power  and 
fplendor.  Their  names  are  flill  revered.  But 
no  fooner  were  the  people  enervated  by  vice  and 
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fexuiy,  than  they  funk  under  the  influence  of 
craft  and  intrigue,  and  were  immerfed  with  the 
reft  of  the  world  in  the  gulph  of  regal  domina- 
tion. 

EVERY  different  fpecies  of  government  may 
have  fome  advantages  peculiar  to  itfelf  :  but 
which  hath,  in  general,  produced  the  greatest 
happinefs  to  the  fubjeft,  called  forth  moft  of  the 
powers  latent  in  the  human  mind,  and  to  the 
highcft  degree  ennobled  the  nature  of  man,  can 
be  doubted  by  ignorance  alone. 

IT  is  therefore  a  ftrong  expreflion  of  heaven's 
favor  to  a  people  when  wifdom  is  given  them  to 
adopt  a  good  fyftem  of  government,  and  eftab- 
lifh  wife  and  equitable  regulations.  Such  eftab- 
iimments  are  the  fource  of  order  and  happinefs. 
Yea  they  often  lengthen  out  the  tranquility  of  a 
people,  after  they  are  fo  far  corrupted  that  gene- 
ral wretchednefs  muft  have  enfued,  had  not 
thefe  regulations  been  adopted, 

MUCH  alfo  depends  on  the  character  of  thofe 
who  are  intruded  with  the  adminiflration. 
"  When  the  righteous  are  in  authority,  the  peo- 
ple rejoice  j  but  when  the  wicked  bear  rule,  the 
people  mourn/'*  When  government  is  cor- 
rupted at  it's  fource,  or  by  want  of  ability  or 
faithfulnefs  in  thofe  who  are  appointed  to  carry 
it  into  execution, "  the  foundations  of  the  earth 
are  out  of  courfe."  Confufion  and  every  evil 
work  follow.  As  the  providence  of  God  is  con- 
cerned in  the  exaltation  of  tHofe  who  bear  rule, 
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when  the  wife  and  virtuous  are  raifed  to  places 
of  authority,  the  goodnefs  of  God  towards  fuch 
people  appears,  and  demands  their  grateful  no- 
tice. "  But  wo  to  that  land  whofe  king  is  a  child, 
and  whofe  princes  eat  in  the  morning." 

FURTHER  :  civil  rulers  are  exalted  to  rule 
for  GOD.  Set  thee  on  bis  throne  to  be  king  for 
the  Lord  thy  God. 

To  rule  for  God  is  to  rule  according  to  his 
directions,  faithfully  adhering  to  the  regulations 
which  he  hath  given.  It  was  required  of  the 
ruler  of  God's  people  of  old  to  acquaint  himfelf 
with  his  law,  and  make  it  the  rule  of  his  life  and 
government.  "When  he  fitteth  on  the  throne, 
he  fhall  write  him  a  copy  of  this  law  out  of  that 
which  is  before  the  priefts,  the  Levites.  And 
it  fhall  be  with  him,  and  he  (hall  read  therein 
all  the  days  of  his  life ;  that  he  may  learn  to  fear 
the  Lord  his  God  ;  to  keep  all  the  words  of  this 
law,  and  thefe  flatutes  to  do  them ;  that  his  heart 
be  not  lifted  up  above  his  brethren ;  and  that  he 
turn  not  afide  from  the  commandment,  to  the 
right  hand  or  to  the  left."  The  whole  univerfe 
is  under  the  divine  controul.  To  the  fupreme 
ruler  is  every  created  being  accountable.  How- 
ever any  may  afpire  to  independence,  "  there  is 
higher  than  they."  The  greateft  and  mod  pow- 
erful among  men  fhould  always  confider  them- 
felves  as  fubordinate  rulers,  who  are  exercifing 
only  delegated  powers,  and  exalted  to  rule,  not 
for  themfelves,  but  for  him  whofe  they  are,  and 
whofe  the  majefty  in  which  they  mine. 

BUT  to  do  juftice  in  any  meafure  to  our  fub- 
ject,  it  is  neceflary  to  defcend  a  little  to  particu- 
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lars.     Here  a  wide  field  opens  before  us.     A 
very  partial  view  muft  content  us. 

THAT  rulers  are  exalted  to  rule  for  God  by  do- 
ing judgment  and  juftice  implies,  firft,  an  atten- 
tive care  to  fee  that  juft  laws  are  ena&ed.  Laws 
by  which  human  rights  will  be  fecured,  and  free, 
courfe  given  to  commutative  juftice.  The  ef- 
tablifhment  of  juftice  is  the  primary  duty  of  thofe 
who  are  placed  in  authority.  To  this  duty  le- 
giflators  are  under  the  greateft  obligation. 
That  there  are  none  who  can  call  them  to  ac- 
count, or  compel  them  to  do  juftly,  can  tempt 
only  the  bafeft  of  men  to  do  wrong.  True  hon- 
or fcorns  to  opprefs  the  poor,  or  to  abufe  the 
weak  and  defencelefs.  Thofe  whom  power 
feduces  to  injuftice,  and  converts  into  opprefif- 
ors,  are  loft  to  all  principles  of  honor  and  vir- 
tue. 

"  *  BESIDES  the  virtues  that  are  the  glory  of 
"  princes  as  well  as  of  private  perfons,"  faith  a 
great  author,  "  there  is  a  dignity  and  decorum 
"  that  particularly  belongs  to  the  fupreme  rank, 
and  which  a  fovereign  ought  to  obferve  with  the 
greateft  care.  He  cannot  neglect  them  without 
degrading  himfelf,  and  ftamping  a  blemifh  on 
"  the  State.  Every  ray  that  beams  from  the 
"  throne  ought  to  bear  the  character  of  purity, 
"  noblenefs  and  grandeur.  What  an  idea  do  we 
"  conceive  of  a  people,  when  we  fee  the  fovereign 
"  (hew  in  public  acts  a  meannefs  of  fentiment 
"  with  which  a  private  perfon  would  think  him- 
"  felf  difhonored  ?  The  majefty  of  a  nation  re- 
."  fides  in  it's  rulers."  When  they  are  loft  to 

,»  Vattel,  Page  153. 
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honor  and  probity,  or  adopt  the  principles  of 
Machiavelian  policy,  their  infamy  defcends  to  the 
body  of  which  they  are  the  head.  Such  ruleus 
deferve  to  be  difgracefully  driven  from  their  polls. 

GOD  requires  "  thofe  who  rule  over  men  to  be 
juft  ruling  in  his  fear."  Rulers  of  a  different 
character  let  up  the  flandard  of  rebellion  againfl 
God,  and  may  expedite  be  judged  as  thofe  who 
will  not  have  him  to  rule  over  them,  "  If  one 
man  fin  againft  another,  the  judge  mail  judge 
him;  but  if  a  man  fin  againfl  the  Lord,  who 
lhall  intreat  for  him  ?"f 

NEXT  to  feeing  that  good  laws  are  enacted,  it 
is  the  rulers  duty  to  fee  that  they  are  carried  into 
execution.  Laws  become  ufeltfs,  when  they  are 
neglected,  and  their  penalties  difregarded.  This 
is  often  a  firfl  fymptom  of  decay  among  a  peo- 
ple who  have  been  bleffed-with  a  good  conftitu- 
tion  ;  It  faps  the  foundations  of  juflice  both  pub* 
lie  and  private  ;  confequently  deftroys  peace  and 
order.  To  fee  that  faithful,  men  are  appointed 
to  execute  the  laws,  and  that  they  are  duly  fup- 
ported,and  enabled  to  act  effectually,  is  an  indif. 
penfible  duty  in  the  guardians  of  a  State. 

BUT   fo  imperfect  is    every    thing    human, 

that  the  compleatefl  civil  code  cannot  reach  to 
every  cafe.  Legislators  are  therefore  often  cal- 
led to  act  judicially,  being  the  dernier  refort 
where  the  written  law  fails.  In  fuch  cafes  the 
character  of  the  ruler  is  exchanged  for  that  of 
the  judge.  Here  in  matters  of  right  they  have 
no  difpenfmg  power,  but  are  tied  up  to  the-ftricl: 

•f   i.  Sam.  ii.  r.- 
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rules  of  equity.  Though  fuperior  to  the  laws  of 
man,  they  are  bound  by  the  law  of  God  to  do 
judgment  and  juftice.  In  matters  which  refpeft' 
the  public,  the  public  weal  fhould  be  their  ob- 
ject. Ser vices  done  for  the  community  mould 
be  rewarded  at  the  common  expenfe,  and  ufeful 
inventions  and  improvements  in  the  arts  which 
may  benefit  fociety,  encouraged  by  fuitable  pre- 
miums. But  the  good  ruler  doth  not  forget, 
that  although  juftice  is  a  public,  generofity  is  a 
private,  virtue.  Righteous  demands  on  the 
public  he  difcharges  with  punctuality  and  hon- 
or. He  doth  not  think  himfeif  warranted  to  de- 
fraud individuals,  becaufe  he  a£ts  for  the  pub- 
lic ;  but  penfions  reaching  to  poflerity,  and  lar- 
gefles  of  every  kind  from  the  public  treafury,  he 
avoids  with  the  fcrupulous  care  of  a  guardian 
faithful  to  his  trull. 

As  civil  rulers  are  fet  to  rule  for  God,  their 
example  is  of  great  importance.  Laws  are  com- 
monly revered  while  rulers  tfyernfelves  obey 
them  ;  but  feldom  regarded  when  their  condud 
is  diverfe.  Rulers  who  maintain  the  dignity  of 
character  which  becomes  their  itations,  have  in 
their  example  an  influence  more  happily  com- 
manding than  all  the  terrors  of  power.  This 
renders  exceedingly  interefting  the  part .  they 
adh  Every  one's  influence  bears  proportion  to 
his  confideration  in  the  eyes  of  men.  Obfcure 
individuals  fland  in  a  good  meafure  alone.  To 
themfehes  it  is  -of  importance  that  they  refufe  the 
evil  and  chufe  the  good.  But  different  is  the 
cafe  of  thofe  in  high  flations.  If  they  are  vicious, 
"  many  will  follow  their  pernicious  ways,  and 
they  will  not  perifh  alone  in  their  iniquity." 
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FURTHER  :  It  is  incumbent  on  thofe  who  arc 
fet  to  rule  for  God  to  be  nurjing  fathers  to  the 
caufe  of  God.  We  are  aware  that  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  man  to  compel  any  to  be  religious,  and 
that  civil  rulers,  by  interpofmg  in  behalf  of  re- 
ligion, have  fometimes  injured  the  caufe  they  in- 
tended to  advance.  This  hath  arifen  from  mif- 
taking  their  duty,  or  taking  too  much  upon  them. 
Rulers  have  often  arrogated  to  themfelves  titles 
which  belong  to  God  only — often  taken  on  them 
to  decide  on  articles  of  faith.  That  a  large  fhare 
of  this  abfurdity  hath  formerly  been  charged  on 
clerical  influence,  we  do  not  deny  ;  but  from 
whatever  fource  it  proceeds,  it  argues  great  arro- 
gance and  grofs  ignorance  of  human  nature.  No 
power,  except  that  of  light  and  truth,  hath  the 
remoteft  tendency  to  produce  conviction.  One 
might  as  rationally  expect  by  force  of  argument 
to  chain  up  the  ocean,  or  arreft  the  planets  in 
their  courfe,  as  to  change  the  views  of  the  mind 
by  the  terror  of  penal  laws.  Never  was  a  foul 
converted  to  Chriflianity  by  Papal  anathemas^ 
or  imperial  mandates  or  proscriptions.  In  mat- 
ters of  faith  every  one  hath  an  unalienable  right 
•to  judge  for  himfelf :  It  is  a  right  of  which  no 
one  can  deprive  another,  and  for  the  ufe  of 
•which  man  is  anfwerable  to  God  alone.  Each 
one  hath  alfo  a  right  to  worfhip  God  as  his  con- 
fcience  directs,  while  he  leaves  others  to  enjoy 
the  fame  liberty.  Openly  to  profefs  his  own 
fentiments,  "  live  in  all  good  confcience  before 
God,"  and  maintain  the  fame  liberty  for  others, 
unawed  by  the  reproaches  of  bigotry,  is  the 
rulers  duty.  If  the  evidences  of  religion  are  not 
fufficient  to  evince  it's  divine  original,  it  de- 
ferves  no  fupport.  If  it  cannot  commend  itfelf 
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,to  the  confciences  of  men  as  worthy  of  all  ac- 
ceptation, let  it  fall.  But  the  religion  of  Jefus 
doth  not  fear  to  meet  all  it's  adveriaries  on  the 
ground  ofieafon  and  evidence:  Its  truth  is  at- 
tefted  by  a  cloud  of  witnefles :  The  more  they 
are  examined  the  better :  It  needs  no  arm  of 
power  to  crufh  thofe  who  deny  its  divine  ori- 
gin :  It  calls  no  fire  from  heaven  to  confume 
thofe  who  do  not  receive  it.  They  know  not 
what  fpirit  they  are  of,  who  think  to  aid  it  by 
fuch  means :  It  is  worfe  than  fleadying  the  ark 
with  unhallowed  hands*  It  is  like  immolating 
human  victims  on  the  altar  of  Jehovah.  Let 
.true  religion  only  be  defended  from  external 
violence,  and  thofe  raifed  to  power  whofe  lives 
adorn  it,  and  it  will  triumph  over  all  the  foph- 
iilry  of  earth  and  hell,  and  fpread  its  divine  in- 
fluence far  and  wide.  Thus  to  defend  and  re- 
commend it,  is  the  ruler's  duty.  . 

.  BUT  while  each  one  judgeth  for  himfelf  ref- 
peeling  the  nature  of  religion,  it  is  of  impor- 
tance that  public  worfhip  fhould  be  kept  up,  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  all,  according  to  their  ability, 
to  contribute  to  its  fupport.  This  is  no  in- 
fringement of  religious  liberty,  while  no  one  at- 
tempts to  intrude  his  creed  upon  another,  of 
calls  on  him  to  fupport  a  religious  fyilem  not  his 
own.  A  comparison  ©f  communities  in  which 
thefe  regulations  have  been  maintained  with 
thofe  in  which  they  have  been  neglected  is  fufn- 
cient  to  evince  their  utility,  and  convince  even 
the  fceptic  of  their  political  wifdom.  And 
though  God  is  pleafed  to  blefs  thofe  means,  and 
render  them  effectual  to  fpirituai  advantages,  it 

C 


i8         ELECTION  SERMON. 

is  on  political  principles  that  fuch  regulations 
call  for  the  civil  ruler's  fupport.  For  order, 
harmony  and  general  happinefs  have,  from  time 
immemorial,  been  found  to  be  their  fruits. 

I  ONLY  add  here,  faithfulnefs  to  God  and  to 
their  conftituents  requires  thofe  in  authority  to 
patronife  the  interefls  of  literature.  Ignorance 
next  to  vice  is  baleful  to  liberty  and  happinefs. 
Vice  and  ignorance  often  go  together,  and  the 
glory  of  every  people  falls  before  them.  But 
deeply  fenfible  are  this  people  of  the  importance 
of  early  inftruction,  and  fuch  hath  been  the  gen- 
erous  care  of  their  rulers,  both  to  encourage  pri- 
vate fchools  and  fupport  the  univerfity,  from 
•which  the  (late  hath  long  received  diflinguiftiing 
advantages,  that  the  propriety  of  enlarging  on 
the  fubjed  is  precluded. 

FINALLY,  God's  end  in  giving  a  good  con- 
ilitution  and  good  rulers  to  a  people  \%  their  eftab- 
H/hment*  "  Becaufe  thy  God  loved  Ifrael  to 
-eftablijh  them  forever  therefore  made  he  theeking 
over  them." 

WHEN  the  form  of  government  is  eflentially 
defective,  or  the  adminiftration  devpid  of  the 
qualifications  which  conflitute  the  good  ruler, 
numbers  and  refourees  are  of  no  a\  ail  :  they  af- 
ford neither  tranquility  within,  nor  fecurity  a- 
^ainfl  violence  from  without.  Aim  oil  every  age 
affords  examples  which  confirm  this  obfervation 
—the  prefent  in  particular.  One  of  the  king- 
doms of  Europe,*  to  which  in  nature  nothing 
was  wanting  to  have  rendered  it  a  match  for  the 
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mod  powerful  of  its  neighbors,  hath  long  been 
the  fcene  of  anarchy  and  wretchednefs  from  de- 
fects in  its  polity.  It  was  a  few  years  ago  for- 
mally divided  among  fome  of  the  powers  border-* 
ing  upon  it,  and  is  now,  with  feeble,  unavailing 
refiftance  feized  by  the  ruthlefs  tool  of  a  Nor- 
thern defpot  :  its  cities  laid  in  afhes,  and  its 
fields  drenched  in  the  bell  blood  of  its  inhabi- 
tants ;  becaufe  they  dared  to  affert  their  un- 
doubted rights. 

THESE  States,  now  fo  happy  and  refpeclable, 
had  well  nigh  afforded  another  initance  of  a  gal- 
lant people  ruined  through  the  deficiency  of  their 
national  government.  When  congrefs  was  on- 
ly entitled  to  apportion  and  alk  the  fupplies  ne- 
cefiary  to  the  common  welfare,  every  one  knows 
how  irregular,  unequal  and  deficient  they  were 
found,  even  during  the  draggle  for  national  ex- 
iftence.  All  thofe  evils  increafed  after  the  ar- 
duous conteft  was  ended.  Public  credit  was  loft, 
honefl  induftry  difcouraged,  and  barefaced  in- 
juftice  and  oppreflion  prevailed.  We  remember 
the  well  meant  endeavors  of  our  faithful  ru- 
lers to  avert  the  evils,  and  eftablifh  this  infant 
empire.  But  all  was  unavailing,  till  the  fource 
of  our  diftrefs  was  removed  in  a  new  organiza- 
tion of  the  general  government. 

GOOD  rulers  are  no  lefs  necefTary  to  the  ei- 
tablifhment  of  a  nation,  than  good  rules.  When 
weak  or  wicked  men  are  exalted,  the  bell  con- 
ftitution  is  in  vain.  Debility  in  the  head  ex- 
tends to  the  members  of  the  body  politic. 
Wicked,  defigning  rulers  are  Hill  worle  than 
weak  ones.  What  encroachments  011  the  rights 
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of  a  people  hath  a  fingle  reign  often  produced  ? 
Weak  or  luxurious  princes  have  often  enerva- 
ted the  arm,  and  deftroyed  the  fource  of  national 
power,  and  yielded  great  and  refpeftable  States 
a  prey  to  enemies  they  before  def pifed.  Wick- 
ed ones  often  deftroyed  their  liberties,  and  cau- 
fed  them  to  cry  out  by  reafon  of  thofe  who  ru- 
led over  them.  But  good  forms  of  government, 
and  wife  and  faithful  men  holding  the  reins,  ren- 
der fmall  States  happy  and  fecure  :  arid,  when 
continued  for  a  few  generations,  generally  raife 
them  to  national  greatnefs. 

FEW  have  been  permitted  to  chufe,  either  the 
form  of  their  government,  or  the  perfons  to  ex- 
ercife  it.  To  the  United  States  both  have  been 
refered  by  the  diftinguifhing  goodnefs  of  God. 
Freed  from  foreign  dominion,  it  was  given  us, 
deliberately  to  adopt  what  civil  conftitution  we 
pleafed.  In  an  enlinghtened  age,  with  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  whole  political  world  before  us,  we 
have  chofen  for  ourfelves.  Hitherto  wre  ap- 
prove our  choice.  Happily  the  power  of  a- 
mendment  is  retained.  Whenever  defects  ap- 
pear, they  may  be  rectified,  without  violence  or 
tumult.  With  what  other  government  is  this 
the  cafe  ?  In  fome  countries  where  they  make 
their  boafts  of  liberty  prefcription  is  often  pleaded 
in  juflification  of  abufes  and  againft  amend- 
ments ! 

AT  the  pride  and  folly  of  thofe  of  old  whofe 
laws  were  irreverfible,  the  prefent  age  wonders. 
Yet  fimilar  traits  appear  in  moft  modern  con- 
ftitutions.  Strong  claufes  to  prevent  improve- 
ments ;  by  which  they  are  bound  never  to  grow 
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\vifer  !  Or  if  not,  cuftom  hath  in  this  refpe£t  all 
the  force  of  law  !  On  every  emergency,  or  un- 
common incident,  the  annals  of  their  hiflory  are 
ranfacked  for  precedent ;  and  the  decifions  of 
lefs  enlightened,  perhaps  of  barbarous  anceftors, 
give  law  to  a  thoufand  generations  !  As  though 
wifdom  had  perifhed  with  the  ancients  ;  or  the 
moderns  were  forbidden  by  penal  ftatutes,  to 
correct  any  of  their  miftakes,  or  interdicted  of 
heaven,  to  think  or  act  for  themfelves  in  matters 
of  government.  Different  are  our  views  in  this 
refpect.  Unfettered  by  cuftom,  or  the  opinion 
of  lefs  privileged  ages,  full  fcope  is  given  for  all 
the  improvements  in  civil  policy,  which  the  ex- 
perience of  former  times,  and  the  wifdom  of  the 
prefent,  may  fugged:.  This  advantage  is  more 
to  be  valued  than  all  the  political  knowledge  of 
the  Eaft. 

OUR  rulers  are  of  ourfelves,  and  freely  elect- 
ed. In  giving  our  fufFrages,  we  are  neither  aw- 
ed by  power,  nor  affecled  by  influence.  This 
day  fpeaks  us  poflefled  of  privileges  which  all 
have  defired,  but  very  few  enjoyed.  What 
more  or  better  can  we  wifh  ?  Becaufe  God  loved 
our  Ifraet,  unworthy  as  we  are,  therefore  hath 
he  beftowed  thefe  bleflings  upon  us  to  eftabliflj  us 
forever. 

THESE  confiderations  fuggeft  to  us  the  duty 
of  a  people  fo  highly  favored  of  heaven.  A  peo- 
ple proved  with  mercies  fhould  make  the  returns 
of  love  and  obedience.  "The  goodnefs  of  God 
leadeth  to  repentance.'*  And  as  much  depends 
on  the  character  of  rulers,  it  highly  concerns 
thofe  who  are  permitted  in  providence  to  chufe 
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their  own,  "  to  provide  out  of  all  the  people  able 
men ;  fuch  as  fear  God,  men  of  truth,  hating 
covetoufnefs  to  be  rulers  over  them.*'*  If  a  free 
people  "  call  the  proud  happy,  and  fet  up  the 
workers  of  iniquity  ,"f  they  begin  the  revolt 
from  God,  "  rejecting  the  Lord  that  he  Should 
not  reign  over  them,"  and  implicitly  declaring 
that  they  "  will  be  like  the  nations."! 

IT  is  the  great  privilege  of  free  governments,  that 
in  them  neither  weak  nor  wicked  rulers  aie  ne- 
<:eflary.  Where  hereditary  power  is  eftablifhed, 
the  cafe  is  different :  there  the  fool  or  the  man 
of  Belial  may  be  their  king.  Yea,  the  one  or 
other  hath  generally  happened.  But  where  ru- 
lers are  called  to  office  by  the  fuffrages  of  the 
people,  the  wife  and  good  may  be  exalted,  and 
all  the  bleffrngs  of  good  government  fecured. 

FINALLY  ;  the  character  of  a  free  people  is 
commonly  apparent  in  that  of  their  rulers.  E- 
le&ors  wifh  to  promote  thofe  like  themielves, 
Men  of  principle  give  their  votes  for  men  of 
principle :  thofe  averfe  to  its  reftraints,  for 
thofe  whofe  vicious  indulgencies  may  keep  them 
in  countenance. 

THE  RE  are  times,  indeed,  in  which,  through 
the  deceptious  influence  of  defigning  men,  thofe 
of  oppofite  principles  unite  in  calling  to  office, 
men  whom  in  other  circumflances,  they 
would  all  defpife  or  abhor.  But  time  developes 
characters  and  views.  When  cool  reflection 
fucceeds  to  party  heat,  or  the  occafion  of  the 

*  Exod,  xviii.  21.         t  i  Sam.  viii,  7.         £  v.  29 
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moment  is  no  more,  general  character  is  again 
confidered,  and  thofe  advanced  to  power  whofe 
views  are  confentaneous  to  theirs  on  whom  their 
elevation  depends. 

THE  occafion  of  this  folemnity  authorizes  an 
addrefs,  ftrfl:,  to  the  chief  magiftrate  of  this  State. 

SIR, 

AT  a  period  critical  and  interefting  to  the 
liberties  of  your  country  and  of  mankind,  you 
was  called  by  providence  into  public  life.  Had 
Britain  triumphed,  the  caufe  of  America  had 
been  deemed  rebellion,  and  the  affertors  of  her 
rights  had  died  with  infamy.  Not  ignorant  of 
the  danger,  yet  trufting  in  him  who  loveth  our 
Ifrael,  you  joined  the  patriots  who  broke  the  fer* 
vile  yoke  and  raifed  us  to  rank  among  the  na> 
tions.  Then  was  laid  the  foundation  of  our  fu- 
ture greatnefs  and  felicity,  and  the  foundation 
of  two  revolutions  in  Europe,  both  highly  im- 
portant,, which  have  already  taken.place,  and 
perhaps  the  foundation  of  more,  yet  in  the 
womb  of  providence. 

SENSIBLE  that  the  rife  and  fall  of  empires 
proceed  from  God,  the  good  ruler's  eye  is  raif- 
<ed  to  him  for  direction,  and  for  a  bleiling  on  his 
faithful  endeavors,  to  ferve  God  and  his  gene- 
ration. We  affure  ourfelves  that  your  excellen- 
cy will  never  lofe  fight  of  republican  principles* 
or  fet  the  example  offorfaking  republican  man- 
ners. To  be  the  firft  fervant  of  a  free  and  grate- 
ful people,  you  efteem  more  honorable,  than 
to  glitter  in  all  the  tinfeiied  toys  of  royalty,  or 
by  a  nod  give  law  to  myriads  of  (laves*  The 
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pageantry  of  monarchy,  like  the  infants  rattle, 
pleafes  little  minds,  and  is  fuitable  to  the  capac- 
ities of  moil  of  thofe  who,  born  to  empire,  are 
furrounded  with  flatterers  Irom  their  earliefl 
days.  Nobler  objeds. employ  the  mind  of  him 
who  is  worthy  to  rule  over  freemen.  To  gov- 
ern with  equity  and  honor,  and  feek  the  wealth 
of  his  people,  is  his  highefl  ambition  and  the 
joy  of  his  heart. 

WHILE  the  wife  and  faithful  civil  ruler  is  re- 
fpefted,  beloved  and  obeyed,  he  is  not  unmind- 
ful of  the  duties  due  to  him  who  is  over  all.  He 
is  careful  to  "  render  unto  God  the  things  that 
are  God's  ;"*  careful,  by  a  bright  example  of 
every  virtue,  to  recommend  religion,  that  oth- 
ers may  learn  of  him  to  glorify  God.  Godlinefs 
promotes  order  and  harmony,  and  gives  ftrength 
and  honor.  "  Righteoufnefs  exalteth  a  nation.5* 
It  hath  been  the  diflinguifhed  happinefs  of  this 
State  that  fuch  have  been  her  chief  rulers. 

WE  offer  up  prayer  for  your  Excellency, 
that  you  may  be  enabled  to  acquit  yourfelf  with 
honor  in  the  difcharge  of  every  remaining  duty 
as  a  dignified  chriilian  ruler — that  when  you 
fhall  have  "  fervedyour  generation  according  to 
the  will  of  God,5>  you  may  retire  with  an  appro- 
ving confcience ;  meet  an  approving  judge ;  and 
receive  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away. 

THE  addrefs  now  turns  to  the  other  blanches 
of  the  legiflature. 

*  Mat.  xx ii.  21. 
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GENTLEMEN, 

INTERESTING  is  the  truft  repofed  in  thofe 
who  are  called  to  defend  the  rights  and  regulate 
the  public  concerns  of  freemen.  In  their  wif- 
doin,  prudence  and  fidelity  do  the  multitude  of 
their  brethren  confide.  To  them  do  they  look 
up  for  juflice,  order  and  tranquility. 

FROM  no  fource  have  greater  calamities  arif- 
en  than  from  errors  in  the  form,  and  abufes  in 
the  adminiflration  of  government.  Many  are 
the  ways  in  which  offended  heaven  hath  fcour- 
ged  the  wickednefs  of  men  ;  but  in  few  more 
(everely  than  in  monarchical  eftablifhments  ;  in 
none  more  terribly  than  by  "  fetting  up  over 
them  the  bafeft  of  men,"*  and  yielding  them  a 
prey  to  thofe  "  whofe  tender  mercies  are  cruel."! 

TYRANTS  were  foretold,  under  the  fymboli- 
calreprefentation  of  beads  of  prey.J  They  have 
"  turned  judgment  into  gall,  and  the  fruit  of 
,righteoufnefs  into  hemlock/' §  not  only  among 
thofe  under  their  dominion,  but  alfo  in  furroun- 
ding  nations.  "  To  them  it  hath  been  given  to 
take  peace  from  the  earth,  that  men  mould  kill 
one  another."  ||  What  is  faid  of  the  tongue  is 
applicable  to  them — "  They  feton  fire  the  courfe 
of  nature,  and  arefet  on  fire  of  h  ell.'  '^f  The  wars, 
which  have  depopulated  the  world  have  moftly 
originated  in  regal  pride,  paffion,  and  luft  of 
power.  The  end  of  thefe  diftreffes  is  not  yet.* 

*  Dan.  iv.  17..   f  Prov.  xii.   10.     J  Dan.  vii.  3. 
§  Amos  vi.  ii.     ||  Rev.  vi.  4.     H  Jam.  iii.  6. 

*  THAT  the  latter  day  glory,  fo  often  foretold  in  fcripture,  h 

to  be  preceded  by  great  delegations,  especially  by  bloody  wars, 

hatfc  been  the  expectation  of  thofe  who  have  attended  to  the 

prophecies  :  but  the  occafion  of  thofe  wars,  we  apprehen4 

D 
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THESE  deftroyers  have  never thelefs,  had  their 
penegyrifts  to  blazon  their  fame.  But  fmoking 
kingdoms  and  defolated  realms  have  witnefied 

hath  been  mift.iken.  That  they  will  be  of  the  religious  kind, 
hath  been  the  general  opinion.  But  it  might  be  eafily  fhewn 
from  the  word  of  truth,  that  after  the  decline  of  Roman  fuper- 
itition,  infidelity  will  "  run  and  be  glorified" — the  earth  filled 
with  (coffers,  anxJ  that  faith  will  fcarcely  be  found  upon  it, 
?'  when  the  .fan  of  man  cometh."*  The  wars  then,  which 
are  to  depopulate  the  world,  muft  arifefrom  Ibme other  fource. 
That  they  will  be  occafioned  by  ftruggles  between  power  and 
liberty,  is  At  prefent,  the  moft  probable  conjecture.  That "  the 
thrones  are  to  be  caft  down,  "f  and  all  birds  of  prey  "filled 
with  the  flefti  of  kings''^  and  thtir  partizans  and  helpers,  wfe 
are  taught  in  prophecy.  The  fame  is  probably  intimated,  by 
'*  the  fun  and  moon,  being  darkened,  and  the  ftars  falling  to 
the  earth."  $ 

THAT  monarchy  fhouldcsntend  earneftly  for  the  powers 
and  prerogatives  it  poflefled  in  the  dark  ages,  when  refifting  a 
king  was  thought  to  be,  in  every  inftance,  "  refifting  the  ordi- 
nance of  Gjd,"  hath  nothing  in  it  furprifing.  And  that  fuch 
are  its  connections  and  dependencies  as  to  occafion  fevere  and 
bloody  contentions,  an  acquaintance  with  the  political  world 
gives  us  reafon  to  expect :  and  the  ways  of  providence  at  this 
day,  feem  to  confirm  thefe  expectations.  For  the  conteft  is 
already  begun.  "  The  thrones  begin,  to  be  caft  down,  and 
birds  of  prey  to  feed  ®n  the  flefti  of  kings,  and  their  adherents. 
Here  the  ftruggle  commenced,  when  thefe  States  refifted  the 
tyranny  of  Britain.  And  its  progrefs  is  retrograde  to  that  of 
defpotifm,  which  began  in  the  Eaft. 

To  thole  who  occupied  the  political  horizon  of  Europe j| 
"  the  cloud  which  appeared  in  the  Weft  foon  after  the  conclu- 
"  fion  of  the  war  in  176.3,  was  fcarcely  vifible.  It  appeared 
"  like  thatfeen  by  thefervant  of  Elijah,  no  larger  than  a  man's 
"  hand,  and  was  defpifed  as  what  could  no  more  difturb  the 
**  repofe  of  nations,  than  a  drop  could  ruffle  the  ocean."  But 
it  foon  brought  on  a  tempeft  which  mook  the  Britifh  empire 
to  its  centre.  Andlo  !  the  heavens  are  now  black  with  clouds 
and  wind.  The  whole  eaftern  hemifphere  is  darkened.  A 
ftorm. gathered  which  will  probably  continue,  "  till  the  ftars 
fall  from  heaven  and  the  powers  of  heaven  are  ftiaken" — titl 
mighty  revolutions  are  accomplifhed — regal  pride  and  power 
every  where  laid  in  the  duft  !  God  grant,  that  "  the  tribula- 
tions of  thofe  days  may  be  fhortened."  But  fo  vaft  and  exten- 
five  are  the  changes  to  be  made  that  they  bid  fair  to  continue 
for  ages. 

*  Luke,  xviii.  8.     t  D^an.  vii.  9.     £  Rev.  xix.  17. 
VMsit.  xxiv.  2^9.  Rey.  vi.  13.    jj  Watfon,  bilhop  of 
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their  more  than  brutal  enormities.  The  groans 
of  bereaved  parents,  the  Aeries  of  helplefs  orphans, 
the  fhrieks  of  ravifhed  matrons  and  virgins,  and 
the  wail  ings  of  opprefled  millions  who  have  had 
no  helper,  have  afcended  to  heaven  and  held 
them  up  as  objefts  of  horror  and  execration. 
Had  then arions  retained  their  liberties,  formed 
laws  for  themfelves,  and  fuffered  none  to  rule 
over  them  wfco  were  not  of  their  own  eleftion, 
chofen  for  fhort  terms,  all  thefe  evils  had  been 
prevented. 

IN  free  dates,  public  trufts  are  honorable, 
they  are  the  fuppofed  badges  of  ability  and  vir- 
tue. The  cafe  is  different  in  hereditary  govern- 
ments. In  them  the  lowed  fervant  is  often  wi- 
fer  and  better  than  he  who  is  lord  of  all.  The 
meaneft  officer  of  a  free  people  deferves  more 
refpeft,  than  is  due  to  the  prince  who  flruts  in 
purple,  and  fwells  beneath  a  diadem.  Dignity 
of  foul  is  requifite  in  thofe  honored  with  public 
confidence.  Weak  or  trifling  ch?  rafters  are  ex- 
pofed  by  elevation.  "  Folly  fet  in  great  digni- 
ty" appears  but  the  more  contemptible. 

To  thofe  who  rule  well  honor  and  obedience 
are  due ;  and  they  are  feldom  denied  to  the  ju- 
dicious ruler,  who  makes  it  his  concern  to  an- 
fwer  the  reafonable  expectations  of  his  conftitu- 
ents.  They,  in  general,  look  to  him  as  a  fath- 
er, and  refpecl:  him  as  a  benefaftor.  Some  un- 
cafy  men  there  are  in  every  ilate,  but  the  body 
of  the  people  do  net  often  complain  without  reafon, 
pi  thofe  who  rule  over  them.  They  commonly 
honor  and  confide  in  thofe  who  have  virtue  and 
courage  to  aft  honeftly,  fleadily  purfuing  the  pub- 
lic weal,  unmoved  by  party  applaufe  or  cenfure. 
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DUTIES  due  to  God  call  alfo  for  the  attention 
of  thofe  in  authority.  They  are  exalted  to  rule 
for  him.  He  requires  them  to  defend  religion 
by  their  laws,  and  recommend  it  by  their  ex- 
ample. True  religion  is  excellent  in  itfelf,  how- 
ever the  great  may  affect  it.  But  the  multitude 
are  much  influenced  in  their  opinion  of  it,  by 
the  refpect  it  receives,  from  thofe  in  high  fhi- 
tions.  Thefe  may  do  much  to  recommend  it, 
and  fpread  its  falutary  effects.  In  fo  doing  they 
honor  themfelves,  and  God  will  honor  them. 
Godlinefs  fecures  the  fmiles  of  indulgent  provi- 
dence to  rulers  and  fubjects.  The  righteous  are 
the  fait  of  the  earth,  who  preferve  the  world 
from  the  putrefactions  of  vice,  give  health  and 
fhength  to  the  body  politic,  and  draw  down  the 
blefling  from  above  upon  it. 

.  RULERS  are  in  a  fenfe,  federal  heads  to  thofe 
under  their  government.  The  people  derive 
from  them  a  relative  holinefs  or  guilt.  David's 
piety  blefled  his  family  and  people  for  many 
generations.  Manaffeh's  fin  God  would  not 
pardon,  but  punifhed  with  fore  calamities  upon 
Ifrael,  even  after  that  prince  lay  mouldering  in 
the  duft.  Thofe  in  authority  who  remember 
that  they  fa  on  God's  throne,  and  are  exalted  to 
rule  for  him,  will  be  careful  to  advance  his  hon- 
or and  rntereft.  Such  have  been,  and  we 
truft  will  be,  the  rulers  of  this  people.  Should 
this  ceafe  to  be  their  character,  then  would  "  the 
ways  of  Zion  mourn."  Should  •"  a  fcoffer, 
walking  after  his  own  lufls,"  or  an  infidel,  "  de- 
nyingtheLord  that  bought  him,"  unawares  creep 
in  among  them,  mifchievous  would  be  his  in- 
fluence, like  that  of  an  intruder  of  old  among 
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the  fons  of  God.*  Regard  to  religion  and  lit- 
erature have  hitherto  done  no.  lefs  honor  to  the 
legiflature  of  this  State,  than  their  zeal  to  main- 
tain our  civil  rights. 

OUR  eyes,  gentlemen,  are  now  turned  on 
you.  We  expert  from  you  like  faithfulnefs  to 
God  and  to  your  conftituents.  We  trufl  that 
you  will  honor  yourfelves,  and  prolong  our  hap- 
pinefs,  by  ybur  wifdom,  prudence  and  fidelity 
• — that  neither  your  private  interefts,  nor  thole 
of  feparate  diftrids,  will  affect  the  public  coun- 
cils— that  no  party  cabals  will  divide  this  virtu- 
ous ftate  reprefentation — and  that  particular, 
will  not  fupercede  general  laws,  except  in  cafes 
.very  extraordinary. 

MAY  you  have  wifdom  equal  to  the  important 
truft  repofed  in  you  ;  be  faithful  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  every  duty  public  and  private ;  and 
when  )jou  fhall  have  finifhed  your  work,  may 
you  find  mercy  with  him^  at  whofe  bar  you 
mufl  fland  in  common  with  your  brethren. 

MY  FELLOW  SERVANTS  IN  THE  GOSPEL  MIN- 
ISTRY. 

WHILE  good  rulers  ftrengthen  our  hands,  it 
behoves  us  to  return  the  benevolence,  and  "  put 
our  people  in  mind  to  be  fubjecl  to  principalities 
and  powers,  to  obey  magiftrates  and  be  ready 
to  every  good  work."f  The  irreligion  which 
hath  difgraced  an  European  kingdom,  amidft 
her  ftruggles  for  liberty,  is  for  our  admonition. 

'*  Job.  1  6.  f  Tit,  iit  i. 
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Have  we  no  reafon  to  apprehend  that  it  may  pre- 
vail among  us  ?  Should  this  be  the  cafe,  peifons 
of  different  character  from  nicjft  of  our  prtfent  ru- 
lers may  be  raifed  to  places  of  honor  arid  trufl. 
May  merciful  heaven  avert  the  impending  evil. 
May  we  labor  and  not  faint,  in  defence  of  the 
bed  religion  and  ii^the  caufe  of  the  bell  mafter, 
whatever  conflicts  may  be  before  us- — encour- 
aging ourfelves  in  his  promife :  "  Becaufe  thou 
haft  kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  I  alfo  will 
keep  thee  from  the  hour  of  temptation,  which 
fliall  come  upon  all  the  world,  to  try  them  that 
dwell  upon  the  earth."f 

FELLOW  CITIZENS  of  this  numerous,  and  ve- 
ry refpe&able  audience. 

HAPPILY  hath  God  made  us  to  differ  from 
cur  brethren  of  other  nations.  Let  us  for  a  mo- 
ment reflect  upon  it. 

FRANCE  long  enflaved,  hath  lately  broken  her 
bands  and  now  afferts  her  rights.  What  won- 
ders doth  the  fpirit  of  liberty  produce  ?  while 
xinder  a  monarchy,  aided  by  a  family  compact, 
flie  was  fpoiled  and  kept  Vnder  by  a  northern 
neighbor.  But  upon  her  affuming  a  republican 
form,  fhe  hath  fingly  baffled  the  councils,  and 
with  her  foldiers  of  a  day,  vanquiflied  the  forces 
of  all  the  fur  rounding  nations. 

HER  late  adoption  of  a  mild  andjufl  fyftem 
has  contributed  to  leffen  her  internal  convuifion 
and  danger.  While  paft  atrocities  are  to  be  de- 

f  Rev.  iii.  10. 
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plored,  much  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  external 
force  that  furrounded  her,  and  the  attempts  to 
feduce  her  citizens.  Though  her  enemies  are 
weakened  by  repeated  defeats,  they  yet  continue 
to  break  her  red  and  prevent  her  enjoying  the 
blefiings  of  liberty  in  tranquility. 

THE  Dutch  united  provinces  have  now  the 
profpecl  of  happinefs.  Wifdom  and  moderation 
have  marked  every  part  of  their  public  conduct, 
fince  the  tyrants  who  oppreffed  them  have  been 
driven  away.  But  their  felicity  is  not  yet  fecu- 
red.  Calamitous  mud  be  their  fituation  while 
their  country  continues  the  theatre  on  which  con- 
tending nations  are  itruggling  for  the  maftery. 

BRITAIN  hath  long  made  her  boafts  of  liber- 
ty.* If  fhe  enjoys  it  may  me  long  enjoy  it  by  us 
unenvied.  Let  her  glory  in  the  ftrength  of  her 
conflitution. — If  ftrong  by  nature,  it  hath  a  con- 
fumption  preying  on  its  vitals,  and  already  wears 
a  fickly  countenance.  At  this  day,  what  is  her 
government,  but  intrigue  and  influence  ?  Long 
after  Roman  liberty  was  loft,  the  forms  of  their 
ancient  government  were  kept  up,  and  the  fimple 
vulgar  thought  themfelves  free.  Little  different 
is  the  prefent  State  of  our  Britifh  brethren* 

*  WHAT  is  the  foundation  of  ihisboafted  liberty  ?  MagnaCbar- 
ta.  What  is  this  Magna  Charta  ?  Agrant  of  certain  privileges, 
made  to  the  nation  by  one  king  John,  a  moft  contemptible  char- 
after.  Is  not  the  divine  right  ofthisfame  John  to  the  plenitude 
of  power  claimed  by  defpots  conceded  in  the  very  acceptance 
of  this  grant  ?  But  how  was  this  ennobling  toon  obtained  from 
the  faid  John  ?  If  by  force,  thefe  beaded  privileges  are  the  fruit 
of  rebellion  and  robbery.  If  by  prayers  and  horrible  intreaties, 
acquitted  of  guilt -it  become?  a  beggarly  diftinction.  Should 
American  rulers  proffer  like  grant  to  her  free  born  fons,  they 
would  fpurn  from  office  fuch  afiTuming  chiefs. 
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Their  commons  are  the  only  part  of  their  legif- 
lature  fo  much  as  nominally  chofen  by  the  peo- 
ple. Thefe  they  confider  as  the  bulwark  of  their 
liberty.  How  and  by  whom  are  they  now  cho- 
fen ?  They  are  but  a  mockery  of  reprefentation. 
The  forms  however,  of  their  free  government 
are  continued,  and  the  nation  pleafed  with  the 
name  of  liberty.  Connected  with  that  kingdom 
by  a  thoufand  ties,  me  might  have  dragged  us 
down  to  fervitude,  had  not  her  cruel  policy  torn 
thefe  ties  afunder,  and  left  her  to  fink  alone. 
While  we  execrate  her  views,  and  fhudder  to 
recollect  the  dangers  we  have  efcaped,  let  us 
fhout  the  praifes  of  HIM  "  who  doth  great  things 
and  unfearchable,  and  marvellous  things  with- 
out number."! 

POLAND  whofe  arms  formerly  repelled*  the  all 
conquering  Turk,  weakened  by  internal  difcord, 
.hath  been  parcelled  out  among  her  unprinci- 
pled, ambitious  neighbors,  and  is  now  barba- 
roufly  feized  by  one  of  them,  and  a  defpotifm, 
probably  ere&ed  on  the  ruins  of  her  intended 
liberties. 


*  SOBIE SKI,  king  of  Poland,  in  1683,  defeated  the  Turks, 
with  great  (laughter,  and  obliged  them  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Vi- 
enna :  thereby  faving  the  metropolis  and  probably  the  Ger- 
manic empire  itfelf,  which  is  now  leagued  with  two  other  pow- 
ers to  divide  among  themfelves  that  unhappy  kingdom.  In 
that  kingdom  the  genuine  nature  of  arbitrary  power  now  ap- 
pears. There  America  may  fee,  what  (he  had  long  fince  felt, 
bad  humane  Britain  triumphed  in  the  year  1775.  In  India  flill 
greater  cruelties  have  been  prac"lifed  by  Englifhmen  :  and  all 
attempts  to  bring  thofe  monfters  to  juftice  have  been  defeated 
by  the  fafcinating  influence  of  gold.  Gold  extorted  from  the 
defencelefs,  regardlefs  of  the  tears.  Yea,  if  a  *  prelate  of  their 
own,  is  to  be  credited,  regardlefs  of  the  dying  groans  of  mur- 
dered million  & ! 


f  Job  ?.  9.  *  Bifhop  of  St.  Afaph, 
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THE  vaft  refidue  of  the  Eaft  with  few  excep- 
tions, groans  under  the  iron  yoke  of  arbitrary 
fway.  When  we  turn  a  thought  on  thofe  mifera- 
ble  millions,  doth  not  the  tear  of  pity  fteal  down 
our  cheek  ?  But  viewed  as  nations,  is  not  all  this 
wretchednefs  voluntary  ?  Did  they  will  the  down* 
fall  of  tyranny,  would  it  not  fall  to  rife  no  more  ? 
If  "  they  plainly  fay  we  love  our  matters,  and 
will  not  go  out  free,  we  muft  leave  them  to  hug 
their  chains  —  to  lick  the  hand  that  rifles  all  their 
Comforts,  and  is  often  raifed  to  fhed  their  blood. 
We  muft  leave  them  to  adore  the  idol  their  fol- 
ly hath  fet  up  —  the  Diana  of  arbitrary  power, 
"  whom  all  Afia  and  the  world  worfhip."  May 
America,  which  is  faid  .to  "  degenerate  animal 
nature,  and  be  little  man,"J  forever  refufe  to 
bow  to  the  golden  image  of  royalty,  and  think 
herfelf  happy  in  being  free.  Such  are  her  pre- 
fent  views. 

PERMIT  me,  therefore,  to  call  up  your  grati- 
tude to  the  author  of  all  good,  by  obferving,  a« 
greeably  to  our  prefent  apprehenfions,  that  "  the 
lines  are  fallen  to  us  in  pteafant  places,  4nd  we 
have  a  goodly  heritage.*  God  hath  not  dealt 
To  with  any  nation.'  *|  No  people  equally  priv* 
ileged  is  to  be  found  ori  earth.  Heaven's  diitin- 
guifhing  goodnefs,  beams  upon  us  from  every 
quarter. 

WE  are  blefied  with  a  country  productive  not 
only  of  the  neceflaries,  but  fweets  of  life.  The 
Variety  of  productions  is  greater  in  this,  than  in 
tlmoft  any  other  land.  What  was  faid  ©f  Ca- 


Buffon.        *  Pfai.  Xvi,  6,     f  cxlyii.  2o. 

E 
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naan,  will  apply  to  thefe  States.  "  It  is  a  land 
of  hills  and  vallies,  and  drinketh  water  of  the 
rain  of  heaven  :  a  land  which  thy  God  careth 
for  :  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  thy  God  are  upon  it, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  year,  even  unto  the 
end  of  the  year."  J  But  the  crown  of  all  is  free- 
dom. Our  pofleffions  are  our  own.  No  proud 
mailer  can  command  our  perfons,  or  violate  our 
property.  Nor  is  it  the  leaft  of  our  advantages, 
that  we  are  fo  far  removed  from  thofe  who  could 
do  us  effential  injury.  It  was  part  of  Ifrael's 
blelTmg^  that  they  "  Ihould  dwell  alone,  and  not 
be  reckoned  among  the  nations." §  The  fame 
was  our  fecurity,  and  the  means  of  our  deliver- 
ance from  the  mad  rage  of  Britain.  God  grant 
that  the  ocean  may  forever  guard  us  againft  the 
violence,  and  feparate  us  from  the  vices,  follies 
and  politics  of  Europe. 

BOTH  in  our  national  and  (late  capacities  we 
are  blefled  with  the  happieft  coriflitutions,  to- 
gether with  the  power  of  making  alterations,  as 
our  change  of  circumilances  may  require.  If  a- 
ny  chofen  to  rule  over  us  are  found  unfaithful  or 
unlkilful,  they  may  foon  be  removed,  and  oth- 
ers advanced  to  fill  their  places.  Here  no  one 
claims  a  divine  right  to  do  wrong.  Nor  is  it  pre- 
tended, that  there  are  any  who  can  do  nowrcng\ 
Here  none  claim  authority  who  are  not  inverted 
ttith  it  by  the  fufFrages  of  their  brethren  ;  to 

\  D«ut.  xi.  11,12.     \  Numb,  xxiii.g.  , 

||  According  t«  the  maxims  of  a  certain  European  kingdom, 
the  king  can  do  no  wreng  and  never  dies.  We  ftiouldfuppofe, 
that  Prxyer,  "  O  king  live  forever,"1i  was  there  heard  and  an- 
fwered.  A  very  proper  prayer,  where  kings  can  make  laws* 
which  never  need  to  be  altered. 
»  Dan.  vi,  *>. 
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whom  they  confefs  themfelves  accountable  for 
their  conduft  in  adminiftration.  That  rulers  are 
ordained  for  the  people,  and  not  the  people  made 
for  them,  is  univerfally  conceded. 

THIS  doth  not  derogate  from  the  honor  of 
thofe  who  rule  well.  They  are  deferving  of 
double  honor.  To  them  it  is  given  to  do  more 
for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  than  to  mod  others  ; 
and  to  be  ufeful  is  the  greatefl  honor — To  do 
good  is  God-like, 

IT  highly  concerns  us  to  be  careful  whom  we 
raife  to  power,  and  to  be  watchful  of  their  con- 
duct. The  reprefentatives  of  the  united  Neth- 
erlands, who  freed  that  people  from  the  yoke 
o^  Spain,  became  long  fince,  their  High  Migh- 
iineffiS)  independent  of  the  people,  and  for  fane- 
time ,  with  an  'hereditary  Stadt  holder  at  their  head> 
till  he  was  lately  driven  away  by  the  victorious 
arms  of  the  French  republic, 

SPAIN  now  one  of  the  moft  defpotic  monar- 
chies in  Europe,  was  formerly  a  land  of  liberty.* 
No  fymptom,  threatning  to  our  rights  yet  ap^ 
pears,  but  care  and  watchfulnefs  only  can  fe- 

*THE  following  is  the  oath  of  allegiance  taken,  during  the 
fixteenth  century,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Aragon,  at  the  accefT- 
ion  of  their  kings  to  the  throne.  *'  We  tubo  are  each  of  us  as 
"good,  and  who  are  altogether  more  powerful  than  you,  promife 
"  obedience  to  your  government  if  you  maintain  &ur  rights  ;  but  if 
"not,  not*"  Conformably  to  this  oath,  they  eftablifhed  it  as  a 
"  fundamental  article  in  their  conftitution,  that  if  the  king 
'*  mould  violate  their  privileges,  it  was  lawful  for  the  people 
"  to  difclaim  him  as  their  (bvereign,  and  elecl  another  in  his 
**  place."  In  Caftile,  the  other  principal  kingdom  in  Spain, 
the  crown  was  elective,  the  royal  prerogative  extremely  lim- 
ited, and  the  fame  fpirit  maintained,  as  in  Aragon. 

Robertfoa's  Hiftory  of  Charles  V.  V«l.  i.  page,  157. 
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cure  their  continuance.  The  eaftern  continent, 
that  world  of  flaves,  was  once  inhabited  by 
freemen.  The  general  character  and  views  of 
rulers  are  matters  of  the  utmoft  importance.  The 
wife,  the  good,  the  virtuous,  men  who  fear 
God  and  love  peace,  whofe  .  benevolent  minds 
wifh  liberty  and  happinefs  tp  the  whole  human 
race,  mould  be  carefully  fought  out,  and  elected 
to  office.  When  free  flates  chufe  weak  or  wicL- 
ed  men  to  rule  over  them,  they  expofe  theirs 
felves  to  the  evils  attendant  on  hereditary  pow- 
er. When  the  former  are  elefted,  the  ends  of 
government  are  fruftrated  5  when  the  latter, 
they  often  fatten  thofe  evils  upon  them,  and 
bind  them  with  cords  which  are  not  eafily  bror 
ken.  Men  of  lax  principles,  men  of  no  princi- 
ples, and  men  of  vicious  manners,  are  unfit  tp 
be  trufted  with  the  concerns  of  the  public.  They 
who  are  allowedly  unfaithful  to  God  will  not  be 
faithful  to  men.  The  ties  of  honor  are  weak, 
where  the  fear  of  God  and  the  ties  of  confidence 
are  loft.  To  offer  unprincipled  men  the  oath  of 
God,  is  trifling  with  religion,  and  affronting  the 
majefty  of  heaven.  "  With  fuch  chains  can  no 
man  bind  them." 

BEWARE  the  ambitious,  who  indecently  court 
promotion,  who  cannot  contentedly  wait,  till 
thofe  who  bid  them,  unfolicited,  fay  to  them, 
"  friends  go  up  higher  ;"*  but  feek,  by  undue 
pieafures,  to  foift  thenifelves  into  the  chief  feats 
—•Who  artfully  raife  popular  prejudices,  and 
catch  at  every  vulgar  miflake,  faying  to  every  one, 
*4  fee  thy  matters  are  good  and  right  ;"f  their 
opinions  veering  with  every  wind.  Men  who 
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are  fit  to  be  intrufted  with  public  offices,  who 
are  worthy  of  public  confidence,  are  men  of  di£ 
cernment,  and  men  of  liability.  Such,  if  called 
into  public  life,  will  fteadily  purfue  that  line  of 
conduct,  which  to  themfelves  appears  mofl  con- 
ducive to  the  public  good.  They  are  incapable 
of  facrificing  their  own  judgments  to  popular 
clamors,  railed  by  the  low  intrigues  of  defign- 
ing  men.  If  their  meafures  offend,  they  retire 
with  dignity  into  private  life ;  and  leave  the 
world  to  eftiniKte  their  value,  by  a  comparifoii 
of  their  adminiftration  with  that  of  their  fuccef£- 
ors. 

THAT  the  vile  practice  of  electioneering,  iij 
all  its  forms,  fhould  be  forever  excluded,  is  a 
matter  of  the  lad  importance.  It  hath  degraded 
every  free  flate  into  which  it  hath  found  admit- 
tance, and  deeply  wounded  or  deilroyed  their 
liberties.  Should  it  creep  in  among  us,  it 
would  doubtlefs  draw  after  it  like  fatal  effects. 
No  principle  can  reftrain  the  venal  wretch  wha 
in  any  manner  buys  an  office,  from  proftituting 
the  fame  to  his  private  emolument.  Blefled  be 
God,  fuch  is  not  the  character  of  our  rulers. 
Should  they  become  fuch,  our  happy  conflitu- 
tion  would  avail  us  little.  From  the  dignity  of 
freemen,  we  fhould  fink  into  fervitude.  But 
when  electors  are  wife  and  prudent,  improper 
perfons  feldom  make  their  way  to  power.  If 
they  chance  to  rife,  they  commonly  foon  fall  a- 
gain,  and  fink  into  deferved  contempt. 

WHILE  we  are  careful  to  elect  wife  and  vir- 
tuous rulers,  we  may  fafely  confide  in  them.  And 
to  the  united  wifdom  of  our  aflembled  legifla- 
ture  fhould  every  matter  of  public  concern  be 
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tefered.  In  our  retirements  we  have  not  thoie 
means  of  information  which  they  enjoy.  The 
particular  members  whom  we  elect  are  fent  to 
participate  in  that  information,  and  aft  under 
the  influence  of  it.  Unreafonable  therefore  and 
affrontive  is  the  practice  of  binding  their  hands 
by  inftruftions,  which  reduce  them  to  the  pofl 
boy's  infignificance. 

WOULD  we  continue  happy  and  refpe&able, 
we  muft  render  to  all  their  due* — to  God — to 
civil  rulers —  to  all  men.  .  To  this  leads  that  re- 
ligion which  is  from  above.  The  doctrine  that 
weakens  the  ties  of  virtue,  faying  "to  thofewho 
defpife  God,  ye  mall  have  peace,  and  to  thofe 
who  walk  in  the  imagination  of  their  own  heart, 
no  evil  mail  come  upon  you,"  having  a  contra- 
ry tendency,  is  from  beneath,  and  leads  down 
to  ruin. 

WHILE  wefeelourfelves  interefled  in  the  peace 
and  happinefs  of  fociety  and  the  prefervation  of 
our  rights,  let  us  not  forget,  that  Itiil  higher 
and  more  valuable  interefls  demand  our  princi- 
pal attention.  This  is  but  our  entrance  on  ex- 
iftence.  The  whole  depends  on  the  manner  in 
which  we  here  act  our  parts.  We  act  under  an 
omnifcient  eye.  Our  temper  and  conduct,  yea 
our  views  and  defires,  are  regiflered  in  heaven, 
and  will  one  day  be  brought  into  judgment. 

MAY  fuch  confiderations  always  abide  with 
us,  and  may  we  live  continually  under  a  deep 
Tenfe  of  their  reality.  Nothing  befides  hath  an 
equal  tendency  to  render  us  bleflings  in  our 
generation,  and  train  us  up  for  eternal 
nefs.  AMS.N* 
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At  a  General  AffemUy  of  the  State  of 

Connecticut,  holden  at  Hartford,  on 
thefecond  Thurfday  of  May,  A.  D. 
1794.  ^oi^sT^o1 

ORDERED,  that  the  Hon.  JON- 
ATHAN INGERSOL,  and  DA- 
VID DAGGETT,  Efqrs.  return  the 
Thanks  of  this  Aflembly,  to  the 
Rev.  Do£t.  EDWARDS,  for  his  Ser- 
mon deliverd  on  the  Anniverfary 
Ele6lion5  and  defire  a  Copy  there- 
of, that  it  may  be  printed. 

A  true  Copy  of  Record, 
Examirid, 
By  GEORGE  WYLLS,  Sec'ry. 
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PSALM  CXLIV.  15. 
Tea,  happy  is  that  people  whofe  GOD  is  the  LORE. 

IN  this  pafiage  of  facred  fcripture,  that  people 
is  pronounced  happy,  whofe  God  is  the 
LORD.  But  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  expref- 
fion,  "  whofe  God  is  the  LORD  ?"  or  when 
may  it  be  truly  faid,  that  the  God  of  any  peo- 
ple is  the  LORD  ?  The  anfwer  is,  when  they  be- 
lieve, worfhip  and  obey  the  Lord  or  Jehovah, 
as  the  only  true  God,  and  that  according  to  his 
revealed  will.  The  Lord  was  the  God  of  the 
Ifraelites,  when  they  complied  with  the  difpen- 
fation,  under  which  they  lived  ;  and  he  is  our 
God,  when  we  cordially  believe  and  comply 
with  the  gofpel.  If  we  do  fo,  the  text  pronoun- 
ces us  happy ;  and  it  plainly  implies,  that  we 
cannot  be  happy  on  any  condition  mort  of  this. 


6        ELECTION   SERMON. 

THEREFORE  the  fubject,  which  I  beg  leave  to 
j$ropofe  from  our  text  for  prefent  confideration, 
is  this.  The  necelTity  of  a  belief  of  chriftianity 
by  the  citizens  of  this  Hate,  in  order  to  our 
public  and  political  profperity.  This  propofi- 
tion  is  plainly  implied  in  the  text.  For  if  that 
people  only  be  happy  or  profperous,  whofe  God 
is  the  Lord  ;  and  if  to  believe  and  comply  with 
chriftianity  be  implied  in  having  the  Lord  for 
our  God  ;  it  follows,  that  the  belief  of  chrif- 
tianity by  the  citizens  of  this  ftate,  is  neceifary 
to  our  political  profperity. 

POLITICAL  profperity  requires  the  general 
practice  of  a  ftricl  morality.  But  this  cannot 
be  fo  well  fecured  by  any  other  means,  as  by  a 
belief  of  chriftianity.  Motives  of  a  religious 
kind  appear  to  be  neceflary  to  reftrain  men 
from  vice  and  immorality.  Civil  pains  and 
penalities  alone  are  by  no  means  fufficient  to 
this  end  ;  nor  are  civil  honours  and  rewards 
fufficient  encouragements  to  the  practice  of  vir- 
tue in  general.  The  civil  magiftrate  does  not 
pretend  to  reward  virtue  in  general  according 
to  its  moral  excellency.  He  does  indeed  re- 
ward fome  particular  acts  of  virtue,  which  are 
highly  beneficial  to  the  public.  But  the  many 
virtues  of  private  life  pafs  without  any  other  re- 
ward from  him,  than  the  bare  protection,  which 
is  afforded  in  common  to  theperfons  who  prac- 
tife  thofe  virtues,  and  to  all  who  are  free  from 
grofs  crimes. 

NOR  does  the  magiftrate  pretend  to  punifh 
vice  in  general.  He  does  undertake  to  punifli 
thofe  grofs  vices,  which  confift  in  the  violations 
•f  the  perfed  rights  of  men,  and  in  thofe  cafes 
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only,  in  which  the  violations  are  both  manifeft 
and  are  manifeftly  proved  before  a  proper  tri- 
bunal. But  all  violations  of  even  thefe  rights 
which  are  perpetrated  in  private,  or  which, 
though  perpetrated  publicly,  are  not  legally 
proved,  pafs  entirely  free  from  civil  pains  and 
penalties.  The  fame  is  true  of  all  violations  of 
the  imperfeft  rights,  as  they  are  called,  which 
are  violated  by  ingratitude,  felfiflmefs,  neglect 
of  kind  offices,  &c.  Yet  thefe  vices  are  in  their 
confequences,  often  as  hurtful  to  the  public 
good,  as  injuftice,  fraud  or  robbery ;  and  indeed 
the  former  are  the  fource  of  the  latter.  Now 
to  reflrain  from  vices  of  this  latter  defcription, 
from  all  vices  praclifed  in  private,  and  from 
vice  in  general,  nothing  is  fo  ufeful  as  a  full 
belief  of  a  final  judgment,  and  of  a  fubfequent 
flate  of  rewards  and  punifhments,  in  which  all 
fin  not  renounced  by  fincere  repentance,  mail 
be  punifhed,  and  every  man  mall  receive  accor- 
ding to  that  which  he  does  in  the  body>  whe- 
ther it  be  good  or  evil. 

LET  us  fuppofe  a  citizen  reftrained  from  vice 
by  the  fear  of  civil  penalties  only.  Such  a  pet- 
fon  will  feel  himfelf  under  no  obligation  to  pay 
either  public  or  private  debts,  unlefs  he  experts 
legal  judgment  and  execution  ;  and  under  no 
obligation  to  fpeak  the  truth,  unlefs  he  fears  a 
profecution  for  fraud  or  defamation.  He  will 
feel  himfelf  at  liberty  to  live  'in  idlenefs,  profu- 
fion,  intemperance  and  mil,  and  to  take  every 
advantage  confident  with  law,  to  defraud  and 
opprefs  his  fellow  citizens.  He  will  requite  no 
kind  offices,  as  he  has  no  motive  to  gratitude. 
He  will  have  no  motive  to  the  greater  part  of 
his  duty  to  his  own  children,  and  in  a  thoufand 
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inftances  may  negleft  them,  when  he  is  bound 
by  the  ftri&eft  moral  obligation,  to  aflift  and  do 
them  good.  He  may  indulge  himfelf  in  paf- 
fion  and  ill  nature,  in  contention  and  violence, 
fo  far  as  not  toexpofe  himfelf  to  the  law  ;  and 
of  courfe  will  take  no  pains  to  preferve  peace 
among  his  neighbours ;  but  will  rather,  as  his 
humour  happens  to  be,  foment  by  words  and 
actions,  animofities,  law-fuits  and  contentions  in 
every  form.  Ever  complaining  under  the  mild- 
eft  and  jufteft  government,  he  will  in  number- 
lefs  ways  oppofe  meafures,  and  efpecially  expen- 
ces,  fubfervient  and  neceffary  to  the  public 
good  ;  and  will  excite  and  fpread  difcontent 
among  others.  Now  is  this  a  good  citizen  ? 
What  if  the  whole  flate  confided  of  fuch  citi- 
zens ?  Could  it  enjoy  political  profperity  ? 

THE  beft  and  perhaps  the  only  remedy  for 
fuch  difeafes,  is  a  full  belief  of  the  divine  univer- 
fal  providence,  of  the  accountablenefs  of  all 
men  to  God  for  all  their  conduct,  and  of  a  fu- 
ture equal  retribution; 

SOME  religion  then,  and  fome  belief  of  a  fu- 
ttire  flate  is  neceflary  to  our  political  profperity. 
But  what  religion  mail  we  adopt  ?  and  what 
fyftem  concerning  a  future  ftate  is  moft  ufeful 
to  the  ftate  ?  It  is  not  poflible  to  introduce  and 
give  a  general  fpread  through  the  ftate,  to  Ma- 
hometanifm  or  Paganifm  ;  and  it  would  be  a 
work  of  time  and  of  great  difficulty,  to  lead  the 
citizens  in  general  into  the  belief  of  Deifm  or 
what  is  called  the  philofophical  religion.  There- 
fore we  feem  neceffitated  to  have  recourfe  to 
chriftianity  :  an<J  this  is  moft  excellently  adapt- 
ed to  the  ends  of  reftrainmg  men  from  vice  and 
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promoting  that  general  practice  of  drift  morali- 
ty, which  is  fo  eflential  to  the  political  profperity 
of  any  people.  It  is  adapted  to  thefe  ends  by 
its  precepts  ;  by  the  moral  character  of  the  au- 
thor of  thofe  precepts  y  by  his  abfolutefupremacy 
and  fovereignty  ;  by  the  motives  of  re  ward  and 
puni foment  with  which  thdfe  precepts  are  en- 
forced ;  by  the  fa&s  which  it  relates,  and  by 
the  examples  which  it  exhibits.  It  is  enforced 
not  by  the  bare  authority  of  our  feeble  reafon, 
but  by  the  authority  of  our  Creator,  our  Judge, 
and  our  all-perfect  God.  It  depends  not  on  the 
obfcure  inveftigations,  fubtil  refinements  and 
uncertain  conclufions  of  human  intellect  ;  but 
on  the  omnifcience,  the  i  veracity,  the  juftice, 
the  goodnefs  and  the  will-  of  God  :  And  thus  it 
is  excellently  adapted  to  the  principles  and  feel- 
ings which  are  common  to  human  nature,  and 
which  exifl  in  the  weakeft  and  mod  ignorant,  as 
well  as  the  moft  intelligent  and  learned.  A  man 
who  cannot  follow  the  fhorteft  and  mofi-'eafy 
chain  of  reafoning  on  the  nature  of  things  and 
the  tendency  of  human  actions,  and- who  will- 
not  from  fuch  reafoning  feel  his  obligation  to  vir- 
tue in  general  or  to  particular  virtues/  will  at 
once  feel  the  force  of  the  pofitive  and  authorita*- 
tive  declarations  and  requifitions  of  the  Almigh- 
ty :  and  where  is  the  man,  learned  or  unl-earn- 
ed,  of  weak  or  ftrong  powers,  who  does  not  fee 
and  feel  the  difference  between  the  advice  and  di- 
rections of  fome  learned  and  acute  philofopher^ 
and  thus  faith  the  Lord  ?  Above  all,  the  motives 
arifing  from  the  do&rines  of  the ;- final  judgment 
and  a  future  (late,  lay  an  inconceivably  greater - 
reftraint  on  the  depravity  of  human  nature*  than 
any  thing  that  is  or  can  be  fuggefled-by  the  phi- 
lofophical  religion, 

B 
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LET  as  compare  this  religion  \vith  crmftiani- 
ty  in  a  few  particulars,  ^which  immediately  re- 
late to  our  prefent  fubjed. 

IT  is  a  maxim  of  infidelity  to  follow  nature. 
Now  to  follow  her,  is  to  follow  all  the  appe- 
tites and  paflions  of  which  we  are  naturally  the 
fubje&s  ;  and  this  will  lead  to  all  kinds  of  vice. 
But  it  is  a  maxim  of  chriftianity,  to  follow  the 
divine  law,  the  precepts  of  the  gofpel  and  the 
example  of  Chrift  :  and  whether  thefe  lead  to 
vice  or  virtue,  I  need  not  inform  you. 

ANOTHER  maxim  of  infidelity  is,  that  man 
was  made  for  his  own  happinefs  ;  that  is,  that 
every  man  was  made  for  his  own  individual  hap- 
pinefs. This  then  is  to  be  the  fupreme  object 
of  every  man  ;  and  this  object  is  to  be  purfu- 
ed,  as  infidels  themfelves  teach,  by  gratifying 
hisnatural  appetites  and  paflions,  which  brings 
us  juft  where  we  were  before,  to  all  vice  and 
wickednefs  :  And  if  an  infidel  deny  his  appe- 
tites and  paflions,  he  muft  be  governed  by  oth- 
er motives  than  any  which  his  fyftem  of  morali- 
ty fuggefts.  But  chriftianity  teaches,  that  we 
were  created  for  an  end,  which  fo  far  as  we  pur- 
fue,  we  cannot  fail  of  fincere  piety  and  ftrift 
morality. 

INFIDELS  are  divided  into  two  clafies,  thofe 
who  deny  a  future  ftate  of  exiftence,  and  thofe 
who  allow  fiich  a  ftate.  The  former  deny  all 
moral  government  of  God,  and  that  we  are 
at  all  accountable  to  him  ;  and  fome  of  the 
moft  noted  among  them  deny  any  evidence  of 
his  moral  perfections.  Now  it  is  manifeft,  that 
according  to  this  fyftem  mankind  can  be  under 
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no  reflraint  from  vice,  by  the  confideration  of 
a  future  ftate  of  rewards  and  punifhments,  or 
by  the  confideration  of  their  accountablenefs  to 
God,  or  of  .  his  commands  or  prohibitions. 
Nor  does,  this  fyflem  admit  of  any  motives  de- 
rived from  thefe  fources,  to^  the  practice  of 
virtue.  Yet  thefe  motives,  with  refpecl:  to 
mankind  in  the  grofs,  are  the  moil  powerful. 
The  authors  and  abettors  of  this  fyftem  feena  to 
rely  on  afenfe  of  honour +  as  the  great  motive 
to  /virtue  and  reftraint  from  vice.  And  what 
is  this  fenfe  of  honour  ?  If  it  be  a  fenfe  of  fhame 
in  doing  wrong,  and  a  fenfe  of  the  honoura- 
blenefs  of  doing  right,  it  is  a  mere  fenfe  or 
knowledge  of  right  and  wrong  ;  and  this  fo 
far  as  it  is  founded  on  truth,  is  undoubtedly  a 
proper  rule  of  conduct,  and  a  man  who  is  dif- 
pofed  to  virtue,  will  pra&ife  according  to.,  this 
rule.  But  how  are  men  in  general,  without  the 
aid  of  revelation,  to  attain,  in  all.  cafes,  to  the 
knowledge  of  right  and  wrong,  of  virtue  and 
vice  ?  It  is  manifefl  by  abundant  .experience 
both  antient  and  modern,.,  that,  mere  Jhuraan 
reafon  is  infufficient  for  this. 

IF  by  this  fenfe  of  honour  be  meant,  as  I.  im- 
agine is  generally  meant,  a  fenfe  of  our  own 
fuppofed  perfonal  dignity,  a  pride  naturally 
ariling  from  this  fenfe,  and  a  difpofitjon  to 
refent  and  revenge  every  thing  which  is  grating 
to  our  pride  ;  this  in  many  cafes  is  fo  f ar  from 
a  motive  to  virtue  and  reflraint  from  vice,  that 
it  is  itfelf  a  vice.  Let  this  fenfe  of  honour  be 
ever  fo  well  limited  and  .explained,  it  cannot 
be  a  motive  to  virtue  and  a  reftraiat  from  vice 
to  all  men  ;  becaufe  it  does  not  reach  and  can- 
not influence  all  men.  How  many,  are  ther 
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in  every  nation  and  country,  who  have  very  lit- 
tle fenfe  of  their  own  dignity,  and  very  little 
elevation  of  foul  in  a  confcioufnefs  of  it  ?  How 
many  are  there,  who  in  a  profpect  of  gain, 
would  not  fcruple  to  betray  their  friends,  to 
(leal  their  neighbours  property  or  to  betray 
their  country  ? 

!'  rI*F  is  manife ft  therefore,  that  this  philofophi- 
cal  religion,  could  it  be  generally  introduced 
and  eftablifhed  among  us,  would  be  a  very  great 
political  evil,  as  it  would  weaken  and  even 
annihilate  thofe  motives  to  virtue  and  reftaints 
from  vice,  which  are  moft  powerful  on  the 
minds  of  men  in  general. 

-.BESIDES  :  this  fyftem  fo  far  as  it  denies  the 
evidence  of  the  moral  perfections  of  God,  not 
only  cuts  off  the  motives  to  virtue,  drawn  from 
a  future, Hate  and  from  thofe  divine  perfections  ; 
but  even  fuggefts  motives  to  vice.  If  it  be  a 
matter  of  uncertainty,  whether  God  be  a  friend 
to  virtue  or  a  friend  to  vice,  it  may  be,  that  we 
Ihall  pleafe  him  moil  by  an  unreftrained  indul- 
gence of  vice,  and  by  the  practice  of  virtue  mail 
provoke  his  malice  and  vengeance.  -Nay,  if  it 
be  a  matter  of  uncertainty,  whether  the  Deity 
be  a  benevolent  or  malicious  being,  we  can  have 
no  certainty,  but  that  he  will  give  us  an:  exif- 
tence  in  a  future  fta'e,  on  purpofe  to  gratify  his 
malevolence  in  our  everlafting  torment.  And 
to  be  confident,  the  advocates  for  the  fyftem 
now  under  confideration  mould, not  fay  a  word 
againft  the  chriflian  doctrine  of  endlefs  punifh- 
ment,  on  the  ground: of  its  fuppofed  injuftice  or 
opposition  to  grace  and  mercy ;  becaufe  they 
acknowledge,  that  they  know  not,  that- God  is 
juft,  gracious  or  merciful. 
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THUS  this  fcheme,  which  was  invented  to 
avoid  the  fears  of  future  punifhment,  defeats 
itfelf  ;  and  while  it  attempts  to  deliver  us  from 
a  juil  punifhment,  leaves  us  expofed  to  any 
punifhment  ever  fo  unjuft,  cruel  and  ma- 
licious. 

As  to  that  kind  of  infidelity,  which  allows 
the  divine  moral  perfections  and  a  future  flate 
of  rewards  and  punifhments  ;  though  this  is 
more  plaufible  than  the  former  ;  yet  the  motives 
to  virtue  and  reftraints  from  vice,  which  it  af- 
fords, are  not  to  be  compared  with  thofe  of  the 
gofpel.  Agreeably  to  the  gofpel  all  men  are 
to  be  rewarded  according  to  their  works  done 
in  the  body,  whether  they  be  good  or  evil. 
Some  are  to  be  beaten  with  few  ftripes,  fome 
with  many  ftripes,  according  to  their  feveral 
aggravations  of  guilt.  But  in  the  future  pun- 
ifhment which  infidels  admit,  there  is  nothing 
vindictive,  nothing  therefore  which  is  intended 
to  fupport  law  and  government.  The  only 
punimment  which -they  admit,  is  that  which  is 
defigned  for  the  good  of  the  perfbn  punifhed  ;* 
and  therefore -as  foon  as  the  perfon  punifhed 
repents,  he  is  releafed.  Now  it  is  manifeft  on 
the  flighted  reflection,  that  the  motive  to  avoid 
fin  and  vice  on  this  plan,  is  exceedingly  dimin- 
ifhed  from  what  it  is  on  the  plan  of  the  gofpei. 
On  the  plan  of  the  gofpel  the  motive  is  endlefs 
mifery,  proportioned  in  degree  to  the  demerit 
of  the  perfon  punifhed.  J  On  the  infidel  plan  it 
is  a  merciful  chaflifement,  which ,  is  to  contin- 
ue no  longer  -than  tilUthe  fubjed  fhall  repent. 
And  as  every  firmer  will  naturally  flatter  him- 

*'  -See  <  Biount  and-Tyndal. 
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felf,  that  he  fhall  repent  as  foon  as  he  ihall  find 
his  punifhment  to  be  intolerable  ;  fo  all  the  pun- 
ifhment,  which  on  this  plan  he  willexpec\is 
one  that  fhall  continue  but  for  a  moment,  after 
it  ihall  have  become  extreme  or  intolerable. 
And  whether  this  momentary  extreme  punifh- 
ment  be  an  equal  reftraint  on  vice,  as  the  endlefs 
mifery  threatened  in  the  gofpel,  let  every  man 
judge.  It  is  plain,  that  in  a  comparative  view 
it  is  as  nothing.  Therefore  as  even  this,  the 
moil  plaufible  fcheme  of  infidelity,  cuts  the  fm- 
ews  of  morality  and  opens  the  flood-gates  of 
vice  ;  the  prevalence  of  it  in  our  flate  would  be 
a  very  great  political  evil. 

IF  we  take  the  pains  to  compare  chriftianity 
with  antient  paganifm,  we  fhall  find,  that  the 
former  has,  even  in  a  political  view,  the  like 
advantage  over  the  latter,  which  it  has  over  in- 
fidelity.  If  in  the  account,  which  I  fhall 

now  give  of  the  pagan  religion,  fome  things  fhall 
be  mentioned,  which  will  be  grating  to  thofe  of 
the  mofl  delicate  feelings  ;  I  think  I  fhall  -be 
entitled  to  the  pardon  of  my  hearers,  as  other- 
wife  it  will  be  impoflible  for  me  to  do  juftice  to 
this  important  fubjecl:. 

-PAGANISM,  though  it  taught  a  future  punifh- 
ment  -of  wicked  men  of  certain  defcriptions  ; 
yet  indulged  and  even  encouraged  vice  in  a  va- 
riety of  ways.  It  taught  that  there  were  many 
gods)  fome  male  and  fome  female;  fome  com- 
paratively good,  others  exceedingly . evil ;  but 
all  and  even  the  chief  god, ,  on  many  occafions 
acting  a  mofl  wicked  part  and  indulging  the 
vileft  lufts.  Some  of  their  female  deities  were 
deceafed  women  of  moft  abandoned  characters. 
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Jupiter,  whoni  they  called  the  father  of  gods  and 
m£h,  was himfelf  the  fonof  Saftirh  who  accor- 
ding to  fome,  walking  of  Crete  ;  according  to 
others,  was  Ham  the  fon  of  Noah  ;  according 
to  others,  was  Adam  ;  but  on  every  hypothecs 
was  a  mere  man.  This  man,  the  antient  'hea- 
thens believed,  had  a  number  of  children,  "and 
was  wont  to  devour  them  as  foon  as  they  were 
born  :  but  Jupiter  was  faved  by  an  artifice  of 
his  mother.  He,  grown  to  maturity,  rebelled 
again  ft  his  father,  who  till  then  was  fuppofed 
to-be  the  fupreme  God,  drove  him  from  his 
throne,  and  feizedhis  authority  and  dominions. 
When  Jupiter  had  by  thefe  means  raifed  him- 
felf to  the  place  of  fupreme  deity,  he  was  won't 
to  transform  himfelf  into  various  vifible  fhapes, 
to  facilitate  his  defigns  of  criminal  intiercdurfe 
with  women  here  on1  "''earth.  Now  how  de- 
ftru&ive  of  the  interefts  of  virtue  and  morality 
muft  necefiarily  have  beeri  thefe  ideas  of  the 
gods  ;  and  efpecially  thefe  ideas  of  the  charac- 
ter and  conduct  of  the  fupreme  god,  Jupiter - 
the  greateft  and  the  be  ft  if ' 

IN  like  manner  deftru&ive  to  morality  muft 
have  been  almoft  all  their  other  ideas  of  their 
gods  j  as  of  their  animofities  and  cotitentioris •' 
among  themfelves  ;  of  their  intrigues  and  lufts  ; 
and  the  vicious  and  moft  abominable  practices 
by 'which,  in  many  inftances,  they  were  worfhip- 
ed;  '  The  gbddefs  Venus  was  openly  worfhipped 
by  whdredom  ;*  and  the  feafts  called  Saturna- 
lia -and  Bacchinalia  were  celebrated  by  the  prac- 


*  EVery  Woman  among  fdme  nations  Was  obliged j  at  leaft* 
once  in  .her  life,  to  proftitute  herfclf  to  any  perfon,  even 
the  -  greateft  ftrangef,  who  would  accept  her  favour.  This 
done  in  honour  to  Venus;  ' 
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tice  of  every  lewdnefs  and  debauchery.  The 
vices  of  drunkennefs  and  whoredom  in  thefe  ca- 
fes were  accounted,  in  (lead  of  moral  evils,  the 
higheft  ads  of  virtue  and  piety. 

Now  as  all  thefe  ideas  and  practices  tended  to 
a  general  depravity  of  morals ;  fo  their  effects 
abundantly  appeared  in  the  vicious  lives  of  the 
heathen  world. 

I  AM  well  aware,  that  it  has  been  faid,  that 
chriftianity  has  depraved  the  morals  of  man- 
kind ;  that  vice  is  far  jmore  predominant  among 
chriftians,  than  ever  it  was  among  the  antient 
heathens  ;  and  that  therefore  we  may  juftly 
conclude,  that  chriftianity  is  lefs  fubfervient  to 
virtue  and  a  moral  life,  than  paganifm.  This 
has  been  urged  as  an  argument  againft  the  di- 
vine original  and  the  truth  of  chriftianity  ;  and 
may  be  urged  as  an  argument  againft  the  good 
policy  pf  encouraging  and  fupporting  it  in  any 
Hate.  The  confideration  of  this  objection  then 
is  pertinent  and  neceflary  to  the  difcuflion  of 
the  fubject  now  before  us. 

IN  anfwer  to  this  objection  I  beg  leave  to 
obferve  in  the  fir  ft  place,  that  if  vice  were  more 
predominant  in  chriftian  nations,  than  it  was 
among  the  heathens,  it  would  not  certainly  fol- 
low, that  this  increafe  of  vice  is  the  effect  of. 
chriftianity.  Chriftianity  prevails  in  civilized 
nations  only ;  and  in  fuch  nations  there  is 
much  more  opportunity  for  many  vices  and 
much  more  temptation  to  them,  than  among 
thofe  who  are  not  civilized.  Nay,  in  civilized 
nations  only,  is  there  a  poflibility  of  the  preva- 
lence of  many  vices.  In  proportion  .as  civili- 
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zation  is  promoted,  the  wants  of  men  are  in- 
creafed.  Their  food,  their  drink,  their  apparel 
and  the  education  of  their  children,  muft  be 
more  expenlive,  and  more  expence  is  in  every 
reiped:  required  to  their  living  in  fafhion 
among  their  neighbours.  ,  And  in  proportion 
to  the  increafe  of  their  wants,  the  temptation 
to  covetoufnefs,  extortion,  oppreffion,  deceit 
and  fraud,  is  increafed.  Again,  in  proportion 
as  civilization  is  promoted,  the  means  of  luxury 
of  every  kind  are  increafed,  and  ;  with  the 
means,  the  temptations  to  luxury  and  luxury 
itfelf  are  increafed.  No  wonder  a  favage;  who 
wifhes  for  nothing  more  than  what  -he  may 
take  in  hunting  and  timing,  and  who  has  fur- 
nifhed  himfelf  with  this,  does  not  ileal,  rob  or 
extort  his  neighbour's  property  ;  no  wonder 
he  attempts  not  to  obtain  it  by  falfehood  or 
fraud.  Nor  is  it  any  wonder,  that  living  on 
fuch  a  low  and  fcanty  diet  as  he  generally  does, 
he  is  very  rarely  guilty  of  a  rape,  of  adultery 
or  other  lewdnefs.  Nor  ought  it  to  be  matter 
of  wonder,  that  all  thefe  vices  are  ,  far  more 
prevalent  in  civilized  nations,  than  among  bar- 
barians. But  the  prevalence  of  thefe  vices  in. 
fuch  nations,  is  not  owing  to  chriftianity,  but  to 
civilization  and  its  ufual  attendants.  They  were 
at  leaft  as  prevalent  among  the  antient  Greeks 
and  Romans,  as  they  are  among  us.  Perfecu- 
tion  does  not  ufually  obtain  among  heathen, 
becaufe  either  they  have  no  religion  themfelves 
to  inftigate  them  to  perfecution  ;  or  there  is 
no  religion  different  from  their  own,  to  be  the 
objectof  their  perfecution  ;  or  if  there  be  a  differ- 
ent religion,  it  makes :  no  oppofition  to  that 
which  they  have  chofen,  and  therefore  their 
religious  zeal  is  not  excited  againft  it« 

C 
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THIS  affords  an  anfwer  to  an  objection  to 
chriftianity  much  infifted  on  by  fome,  that  the 
heathens  do  not  perfecute  ;  but  that  chriflians 
do  moft  virulently  perfecute  even  one  another  ; 
and  therefore  that  chriftianity  makes  men  worfe 
inftead  of  better.  The  anfwer  to  this  objection 
is,  that  the  different  religious  fentiments  and 
forms  of  worfhip  among  the  antient  heathens 
did  not  in  general  oppofe  each  other.  They 
rather  juftified  each  other,  as  the  heathens  main- 
tained an  intercommunity  of  gods  and  religions. 
Though  every  nation  had  its  own  gods  and  re- 
ligion ;  yet  whenever  the  individuals  went  into 
another  nation,  they  joined  in  the  worfhip  of 
the  gods  and  in  the  obfervance  of  the  rites  of 
the  nation  in  which  they  then  were.  Therefore 
there  was  no  opportunity  for  perfecution.  But 
the  nature  of  chriftianity  is  very  different.  It 
condemns  and  oppofes  all  other  religions  as  falfe 
and  ruinous.  Therefore  as  it  touches  the  pride 
of  thofe  whom  it  condemns,  it  provokes  oppo- 
fition  and  the  perfecution  of  itfelf,  merely  be- 
caufe  it  tells  the  truth.  And  the  profeflbrs  of 
chriftianity  too,  by  a  mifguidedzeal,  have  been 
often  led  into  the  fpirit  and  practice  of  perfecu- 
tion. 

. 

Now  this  perfecution  of  chriftianity  by  thofe 
of  other  religions,  is  not  the  effect  of  chriftiani- 
ty, but  of  oppofition  to  it ;  and  the  perfecuting 
fpirit  which  has  appeared  in  fome  chriftians,  is 
not  the  effect  of  chriftianity,  but  of  the  abufe  and 
perverfion  of  it  ;  and  for  neither  of  thefe  is 
chriftianity  itfelf  anfwerable.  The  beft  inftitu- 
tion  in  the  world  may  be  oppofed  and  perfecu- 
ted  ;  and  the  beft  institution  in  the  world  may 
be  abufed  and  perverted.  But  chriftianity  nev- 
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er  gave  any  juft  occafion  for  either  the  perfects 
tion  or  perverfion  of  itfelf. 

BESIDES,  the  charge  of  perfecution  may  juftly 
be  retorted.  For  no  fooner  did  chriftianity  make 
its  appearance  in  the  world,  than  it  was  violent- 
ly oppofed  and  virulently  perfecuted,  by  thofe 
very  heathens,  who  in  the  objection  now  before 
us  are  faid  not  to  have  been  guilty  of  perfecution. 
And  as  long  as  they  had  the  power  in  their 
hands,  this  oppofition  was  continued  or  repeat- 
ed, under  various  Roman  Emperors,  for  ten  fuc- 
ceffive  and  bloody  perfecutions,  in  which  thou- 
fands  and  hundreds  of  thoufands  were  martyred 
in  various  ways,  the  moil  malicious  and  cruel. 

NAY,  the  heathens  fhowed  a  difpofition  to 
perfecute  not  only  chriitians,  but  one  another, 
whenever  there  was  opportunity.  No  fooner 
did  Socrates  oppofe  the  religion  and  polytheifm 
of  his  countrymen,  than  they  began  a  perfecu- 
tion of  him,  which  ended  in  his  death.  And 
Carnbyfes,  the  Perfian  monarch,  in  contemp^  0f 
the  Egyptian  god  Apis,  not  only  {tabbed  him 
with  his  dagger,  but  ordered  the  priefts  of  Apis 
to  be  feverely  whipped,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Memphis  to  be  ilain,  who  Ihould  be  found  re- 
joicing on  the  occafion  of  the  appearance  of  that 
god.*  Thefe  things  demonftrate,  that  the  an- 
cient heathens  did  pofiefs  an  high  degree  of  the 
fpirit  of  perfecution,  and  not  only  toward  the 
chriftians,  but  toward  one  another.  The  like 
fpirit  hath  been  manifefted  fey  heathens  of  mod- 
ern times.  Faffing  other  inftances,  I  mail  men- 
tion one  which  took  place  in  our  own  country. 

*  Prideaux's  connection. 
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By  the  exertions  of  our  anceftors,  the  firft  Eu- 
ropean fettlers  of  this  country,  a  confiderable 
number  of  the  aborigines  were  converted  to  the 
chriflian  faith.  The  pagan  Indians  were  dif- 
pleafed  with  this,  banifhed  from  their  fociety  all 
the  converts,  and  when  they  could  do  it  with 
fafety,  put  them  to  death,  and  would  have  maf- 
facred  them  all,  had  they  not  been  reflrained 
by  the  fear  of  our  anceftors*. 

THE  fafts  concerning  Socrates  and  Cambyfes, 
furnifh  an  anfwer  to  that  part  of  the  objection 
under  confideration,  which  urges  that  chriftians 
pcrfecute  not  only  heathens,  but  one  another  ; 
whereas  heathens  did  not  perfecute  one  another. 
It  appears  by  the  facls  juft  mentioned,  that  hea- 
thens have  perfecuted  one  another.  Befides, 
the  fame  reafon  is  to  be  afligned  for  chriftians 
perfecuting  one  another,  as  for  the  heathens 
perfecuting  chriflians.  The  proteftants  fay,  that 
the  religion  of  the  papifts  is  fundamentally 
wrong  ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  papifts  aflert 
the  fame  concerning  the  proteftants.  Thus  by 
a  mutual  renunciation,  condemnation  and  ex- 
communication of  each  other,  the  falfe  zeal  of 
thefe  and  other  different  feels  among  chriftians  is 
kindledinto  perfecution,  on  the  fame  grounds  on 
which  perfecution  is  begun  and  carried  on,  be- 
tween chriftians  and  heathens.  But  by  reafon 
of  the  forementioned  intercommunity  of  gods 
and  religions  among  the  antient  heathens,  thefe 
grounds  of  perfecution  did  not  exift  among 
them  in  general,  though  in  fome  cafes  they  did 
both  exift  and  produce  their  ufual  fruits* 

LET  us  now  more  directly  attend  to  the  charge 

*  Neal's  Hift.  New-England. 
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brought  againft  chriftianity,  that  vice  is  more 
prevalent  among  chriftians,  than  it  was  among 
the  antient  heathens. 

CHRISTIANS  indeed  have  no  virtue  to  be  the 
ground  of  boafling  ;  on  the  other  hand  they 
have  great  reafon  to  be  afhamed  and  humbled  on 
account  of  their  vices  and  their  depravity  of 
manners.  Still  I  maintain,  that  open  vice  is  not 
fo  prevalent  in  chriftian  nations,  as  it  was  among 
the  antient  heathens.  Let  us  compare  thofe  an- 
tient heathens,  of  whom  we  know  the  moft  and 
who  were  the  moft  improved  and  polite,  with 
the  chriftians  of  whom  we  know  the  moft  ; 
the  antient  Greeks  and  Romans  with  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States. 

i 

HERE  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  we  labour  un- 
der great  difadvantage.  We  know  our  own 
country  and  its  predominant  vices,  both  public 
and  private.  In  order  to  this  we  need  but  open 
our  eyes  and  look  around  u?.  We  have  not  the 
fame  advantage  to  know  the  antients.  We  are 
entirely  dependent  on  hiftory  for  information 
concerning  them  and  their  vices ;  arid  this  gene- 
rally relates  the  public  tranfadions  of  nations  on- 
ly, as  their  wars  and  treaties,  their  laws  and  pub- 
lic judgments  ;  but  is  moftly  filent  concerning 
the  morals  and  private  lives  of  individuals  or  of 
the  people  conlidered  collectively ;  and  fo  far  as 
we  are  ignorant  of  the  antients  we  have  no  right 
to  charge  them  with  vice.  However,  with  all 
this  difadvantage,  I  fear  not  to  proceed  to  the 
comparifon. 

LET  us  then  inftitute  the  comparifon  with  ref- 
pect  to  the  principal  moral  virtues,  as  tempe- 
rance, chaftity,  truth,  juftice  and  humanity. 


• 
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1.  As  to  temperance  ;  though  this  was  reck- 
oned among  the  virtues  by  the   pagan  moral 
writers,  yet  it  is  plain  from  their  writers  in  gen- 
eral, that  drunkennefs  was  exceedingly  common 
among  them,  and  among  all  ranks,  among  ma- 
giftrates,  philofophers  and  priefls,  as  well  as  oth- 
ers.    Their  priefls  in  fome  of  their   religious 
feafls  were  always  intoxicated.      Even  Cato, 
though  a  Stoic  philofopher,  one  of  their  flri cl- 
eft moralifts  and  a  principal  magiftrate,  was  re- 
markably addicted  to  this  vice.     So  was  Zeno, 
the  founder  of  the  fed  of  the  Stoics  ;  and  Chry- 
fippus,  another  Stoic  philofoper  died  in  confe- 
quence  of  exceffive  drinking   at  a   facrifice.* 
The  character  of  their   principal  magiftrates, 
priefts  and   philofophers,  does   not  appear  to 
have  fuffered  much,  if  at  all,  by  this  vice.     It 
muft  therefore  have  been  considered  by  the  peo- 
ple, as  a  very  venial  fault,  if  any  at  all.     Indeed 
this  is  evident  by  all  their  writers.     But  how  it 
is  efleemed  among  us,  and  what  would  be  the 
effecl;  of  it  on  the  reputation  of  our  principal  ma- 
giftrates and  divines,    I  need  not  inform  you. 

2.  As  to  chaftity,it  is  manifeft  from  the  whole 
current  of  pagan  writers,  that  they  confidered 
fornicadon  as  no  crime,  and  therefore  ran  into 
it  without  referve.     Not  only  is  this  obfervable 
of  Homer's  heroes,  but  even  the  modeft  Virgil's 
pious  Eneas,  who   was  meant  to   be  a  perfect 
character,  had  an  amour   with  Dido,  without 
the  leaft  fhame  or  fenfe  of  indecency.     Simple 
fornication    was  not    only  commonly    pradti- 
fed  without  reftraint ;  but  was  allowed  by  all 
their  philofophers,  and  was  pofitively  encourag- 

*  Priellley's  Inftitutes. 
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ed  byfome  of  them.*  Many  of  the  cuftoms  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  promoted  lewdnefs.  The 
manner  of  the  appearance  of  women  in  fome  of 
their  public  exercifes,  was  fuch  as  directly  ten- 
ded to  that  vice  ;  and  the  ideas  of  the  lawful- 
nefs  and  expediency  of  a  community  of  wives 
fo  far  prevailed  and  had  fueh  an  influence  on 
practice,  as  not  only  implied  the  violation  of 
chaftity,  but  had  a  moft  baleful  general  tenden- 
cy with  refpect  to  that  virtue.f  Though  it  is 
hardly  credible,  yet  unnatural  vices  had  too 
much  the  fanction  of  fome  legiflators  and  philo- 
fophers,  and  were  countenanced  by  many  of 
them.  Xenophon  informs  us,  that  the  iin  of 
Sodom  was  encouraged  by  the  public  laws  ©f 
feveral  of  the  ftates  of  Greece.  It  was  more  ef- 
pecially  fo  among  the  Cretans,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent too  great  an  increafe  of  the  people.  Solon, 
one  of  the  feven  wife  men  of  Greece,  and  the 
celebrated  law-giver  of  Athens,  forbad  this  prac- 

*  "  None  of  the  philofophers  ever  reprefented  fimple  forni- 
cation, efpecially  on  the  part  of  the  man,  as  any  vice  at  all.  Ca- 
to  commended  a  young  man  for  frequenting  the  public  ftews  ; 
and  Cicero  exprefsly  fpeaks  of  it,  as  a  thing  that  was  never 
found  fault  with."  Priejlley's  Inftittttes.  All  that  was  enjoin- 
ed by  Epicletus,  who  of  all  the  philofophers,  is  perhaps  the  moft 
celebrated  for  his  ftrict  maxims  of  morality,  was,  "  that  peo- 
ple mould  abftain  from  fornication  before  marriage  as  far  as 
they  could  ;  and  that  if  they  did  not  abftain,  they  mould  ufe  it 
lawfully,  and  not  be  fevere  in  reprehending  thofe  who  did  not 
abftain."  Enchiridion,  Chap.  47. 

f  "  At  Sparta,  young  women  appeared  naked  in  the  public 
exercifes ;  and  when  married  women  had  no  children,  their 
hufbands  were  encouraged  to  confent  to  a  free  intercourfe  be- 
tween them  and  other  men  ;  a  cuftom  which  Plutarch  vin- 
dicates. This  was  alfo  agreeable  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Sto- 
ics ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that  that  rigid  Stoic,  Cato  of  Utica, 
confented  to  fuch  an  intercourfe  between  his  own  wife  and  his 
friend  Hortenfius.  Plato  in  his  book  of  laws,  recommends  a 
community  of  women  ;  and  he  advifes,  that  foldiers  be  not  re- 
ftrained  withrefpeft  to  any  kind  of  finful  indulgence,  even  the 
moft  unnatural  fpecies  of  it,  when  they  are  on  an  expedition. 
Prie/lly. 
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tice  to  flaves,  which  neceflarily  conveys  the  idea 
of  his  thinking  it  fit  fcr  free  men  only.  Accor- 
ding to  Cicero,  the  Greek  philofophers  not  on- 
ly generally  practifed,  but  even  gloried  in  this 
vice :  AndPlutarch  informs  us,  that  many  parents 
would  not  fuffer  their  children  to  keep  the  com- 
pany of  thofe  philofophers,  who  pretended  to  be 
fond  of  them.  Diogenes  was  remarkable  for  in- 
dulging himfelf  in  the  moft  abominable  practices 
openly,  and  without  a  fenfe  of  fhame  ;  affecting, 
according  to  the  maxim  of  the  Cynics,  to  live 
according  to  nature.*  Thefe  unnatural  vices 
were  increafed  in  a  moft  aftoniming  manner, 
about  the  time  of  the  promulgation  of  chriftiani- 
ty.  Seneca  fays,  that  in  his  time  they  were 
pra&ifed  openly  and  without  ftiame  at  Rome."f 
Thefe  accounts  given  by  heathen  writers,  fully 
juftify  the  charges  thrown  out  on  this  head 
againft  the  heathens,  by  the  writers  of  the  New 
Teftament,  efpecially  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  in  his 
firft  chapter  to  the  Romans  :  Though  to  chrif- 
tians  the  infpired  writers  need  no  authority,  but 
do  of  themfelves  fufficiently  prove  the  amazing 
depravity  of  the  heathen  world  in  this  refpect. 

3.  Truth  is  a  r^oral  virtue,  the  obligation  and 
neceflity  of  which  are  perhaps  as  evident  as  thofe 
of  any  virtue  whatever.     Yet  the  Stoic  pkilofo- 
phers  taught  that  lying  was  lawful,  whenever  it 
was  profitable  ;  and  Plato  allowed,  that  a  man 
may  lie,   who  knows  how  to  do  it  at  a  proper 
time. 

. 

4.  LET  us  inquire  how  far  juftice  was  main- 


*  Does  not  the  foremcntioned  deiftic  maxim  of  following 
nature,  diredlyleadto  the  fame  abomfoable  practices  ? 
f  Pneftly.    -. 
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tained  and  practifed  among  the  antients.     I  now 
mean  jufticeia  matters  of  property.     For  that 
kind  of  juflice  which  is  oppofed  to  oppreflion 
and  cruelty,  will  come  into  view,  when  we  mail 
coniider  the  humanity  of  the  antients.    It  is 
well  known  to  have  been  a  maxim  at  Sparta, 
that  probity  and  every  thing  elfe  was  to  be  facri- 
ificed  to  the  good  of  the  ftate.     The  Spartans 
.encouraged  their  children  to  fteal,  but  puniftied 
-thofe  who  .were  taken  in  the  fact,  as  not  being 
.dextrous  in  the  bufinefs.     "  We   may  judge  of 
the  ftate  of  Greece,  with  refpect  to  the  kind  of 
;juflice  of  which  we  are  now  fpeaking,  from  that 
paffage  in  a  dialogue  of  Xenophon— -in  which  he 
•humouroufiy  ihows  the  advantages  -of  poverty 
and  the  inconveniencies  of  riches  ;  and  by  what 
Tacitus  fays,  that  the  temples:were  full  of  debt- 
ors and  criminals,  as  churches  and  monafteries 
ufed  formerly  to  be  in  Popifh  countries.     Rome 
and  the  neighbourhood  of  it,  in  the  moft  intereft- 
ring  period  of  its  hiftory,  vrz.  in  the  time  of  Cice- 
ro, abounded  with  robbers.     Salluftfays,  that 
Cataline's  army  was  much  augmented  bytheac- 
ceffion  of  highwaymen  about  Rome.     Cicero 
obferved,  that  had  Milo  killed  Clodius  by  night, 
•it  might  have  been  imagined,  that  he  had  been 
Mled  by  highwaymen,  and  that  the  frequency 
of  fuch  accidents  would  have  favoured  the  fup- 
pofition,  though  he  had  with  him  thirty  flaves 
completely  armed  and  accuftomed  to  blood  and 
danger.  "By  the  law  of  the  twelve  tables, -pof- 
feffion  for  two  years  formed  a  prefcription  for 
land,  and  ;of  one  year  for  moveables ;  an  evident 
mark  of  frequent  violences,  when  fuch  a  law  was 
neceflary  to  fecure  a  title  to  property."*     How 
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different  our  fituation  is  from  this,  and  how 
much  more  fecure  our  peifons  and  property  are, 
I  need  not  mention  in  this  auditory. 

5.  WE  proceed  now  to  inquire  how  far  the 
antient  heathens  pradtifed  the  duties  of  humani- 
ty, and  how  far  they  violated  thofe  duties  by 
outrage,  oppreffion  and  cruelty*  The  Stoics 
condemned  all  companion.  No  wonder  then 
that  they  imbibed  and  pra&ifed  inhumanity. 
Some  philofophers,  particularly  Democritus, 
recommended  revenge ;  and  Plato  owns  that  for- 
givenefs  of  injuries  was  contrary  to  the  general 
doctrine  of  the  philofophers.  Thefe  ideas  feem 
perfectly  to  coincide  writh  thofe  among  the  mod- 
erns, who  are  the  great  advocates  for  a  fenfe  of 
honour.  And  how  far  thefe  ideas  are  confid- 
ent with  fcripture,  with  reafon  or  with  humani- 
ty, I  leave  you  to  judge. 

IT  was  common  with  the  Romans  to  make 
war  on  other  nations  for  the  end  of  enlarging 
their  own  dominions,  and  aggrandizing  their 
empire.  Generally  they  had  no  better  motive 
to  their  wars  than  this.  But  what  is  fuch  a  war, 
but  a  complication  of  downright  robbery,  cru- 
elty and  murder  ?  They  praclifed  equal  injuftice 
in  the  manner  in  which  they  carried  on  their 
wars.  They  enflaved  th-eir  captives  or  put  them 
to  death  in  cold  blood,  as  they  pleafed.  Their 
triumphs  were  moft  oppreffive  and  cruel.  The 
conquered  kings  and  generals,  loaded  with 
chains,  were  driven  into  the  city,  and  to  the 
capitol  before  their  conquerors,  and  wrere  fol- 
lowed by  mimicks  and  buffoons,  who  infulted 
over  their  misfortunes.  When  they  arrived  at 
the  forum,  they  were  led  back  to  prifon  and 
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there  flrangled  ;  and  this  under  the  pretence  of 
taking  full  revenge  of  their  enemies.  What 
better  is  this,  than  the  treatment  which  our  fav- 
age  Indians  give  their  captives  ? 

THE  treatment  which  they  gave  thofe  cap- 
tives whofe  lives  they  fpared,  was  correfpondent 
to  this  cruelty  toward  thofe  whom  they  put  to 
death.  As  has  been  obferved,  they  abfoiutely 
^nflaved  them  ;  and  by  law,  flaves  were  confid- 
ed not  as  men,  but  as  mere  things,  the  mere 
property  of  their  mailers,  and  were  treated, 
punifhed,  and  put  to  death  at  any  time  and  in 
any  manner,  as  their  matters  pleafed,  whether 
by  beating,  flarving,  torture,  or  otherwife. 
"  The  Spartans  having  conquered  a  neighbour- 
ing nation,  the  Helots,  enflaved  them,  frequent- 
ly butchered  them  in  cold  blood,  and  applau- 
ded their  youths,  when  they  killed  them  by  fur- 
prife."  "  The  Romans  were  not  afhamed  to 
fuflfer  their  old  and  ufelefs  flaves,  when  worn  out 
in  their  fervice,  to  flarve  on  an  ifland  in  the  Ty- 
ber,  as  was  their  common  practice.  Vidius  Pol- 
lio  ufed  to  throw  his  flaves,  who  had  diibbliged 
him,  into  his  fifh  ponds,  to  be  preyed  upon  by 
his  mullets."* 

THOUGH  to  our  fhame,  to  the  fhame  of  hu- 
manity and  the  fcandal  of  chriftianity,  a  flavery 
and  a  treatment  of  flaves  fimilar  to  what  exifled 
among  the  Romans,  exift  and  are  tolerated  in 
fome  parts  of  America  ;  yet  this  fcandal  cannot 
be  thrown  on  chriftendom  in  general.  Such  a 
flavery  did  indeed  once  generally  obtain  in  Eu- 
rope ;  but  the  benevolent  and  humane  fpirit  of 
the  gofpel  and  the  principles  of  juftice  taught 
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there,  have  long  fmce  generally  abolifhed  it  from 
that  quarter  of  the  world. 

THE   profcriptions  and  aflaffinations,  which 
were  fo  common  among  the  antients,  are  a  fur- 
ther proof  of  their  injuitice,  violence  and  inhu> 
manity.  It  is  well  known  that  during  the  contefts 
ofMarius  and  Sylla,  and  during  the  triumvirate 
of  O&avianus,  Anthony  and  Lepidus,  nothing 
was  more  common   than  to  advertife  a  certain 
price  for  any  man's  or  any  number  of  men's 
heads  ;  which  was    no  other  than  hiring  any 
cut- throat,  and  even  a  man's  own  domeilics,  to 
murder  him  and  bring  in  his  head.     In  this  way 
the  beft  men  of  Rome  were  murdered,  and  among 
the  reft  Cicero  the  great  orator,  philofopher  and 
ornament  of  Rome.     Amidft  all  the  vices  juftly 
imputable  to  chriftians,  they  are  not  guilty  of 
fuch  barbarity  and  outrage  as  this.     Such  is  the 
falutary   influence   of  chriftiamty,    that    even 
kings,  who  among    the  antients  no  fooner  fell 
into  the  hands  of  their  rivals  or  oppofers,  than 
they   were  aflaflinated,     are    now   not   put  to 
death  without  a  formal  trial ;  which  is  a  clear 
dernonftration  among  many  others,   of  our  im- 
provement in  civilization  and  humanity,  beyond 
any  thing  which  exifted  among  the  molt  enlight- 
ened heathens. 

ANOTHER  inftance  of  the  barbarity  and  inhu- 
manity of  the  antients,  is  their  treatment  of  their 
children.  "  The  antient  Roman  laws  gave  the 
father  a  power  of  life  and  death  over  his  chil- 
dren, upon  this  principle,  that  he  who  gave, 
had  alfo  the  power  to  take  away.  And  a  fon 
could  not  acquire  any  property  of  his  own  du- 
ring the  life  of  his  father  $  but  all  his  acquifitions 


ELECTION  SERMON.      29 

belonged  to  his  father,  or  at  lead  the  profits, 
for  life/'*  Thus  children,  during  the  life  of 
their  fathers,  were  perfect  ilaves,  and  in  a  worfe 
condition  than  the  Oaves  in  this  flate  ;  for  the 
mafter  in  this  ftate  has'  not  the  power  of  life  and 
death  over  his  (laves.  Nor  were  thefe  mere 
fpecuiations  of  the  Romans  ;  but  their  practice 
was  correfpondent.  Hence  the  cuftom  of  expo- 
fmg  children  ;  that  is,  of  laying  them,  as  foon 
as  born,  in  the  ilreets,  on  the  banks  of  rivers, 
or  in  other  frequented  places,  and  unlefs  fome 
compaflionate  perfon  fhould  take  them  up  and 
provide  for  them,  leaving  them  there  to  perifh 
and  to  be  devoured  by  dogs.  The  motive  to 
this  horrid  practice  was,  that  the  parents  might 
be  free  from  the  trouble  and  expence  of  their 
education.  Both  Plato  and  An  f  to  tie  fay,  that 
there  fliculd  be  laws  to  prevent  the  education  of 
weak  children.  Accordingly  among  the  other 
Greeks,  befide  the  Thebans,  when  a  child  was 
born,  it  was  laid  on  the  ground,  and  if  the  fath- 
er deiigned  to  educate  it,  he  immediately  took 
it  up.  But  if  he  forbore  to  do  this,  the  child 
was  carried  away  and  expofed.  The  Lacede- 
monians indeed  had  a  different  cuflom ;  for 
with  them  all  new  born  children  were  brought 
before  certain  triers,  who  were  fome  of  the 
graveil  men  in  their  own  tribes,  by  whom  the 
infants  were  carefully  viewed  ;  and  if  they  were 
found  i  aiiy  ai\d  well  favour  eel,  they  s^ave  orders 
for  their  education  ;  bu-t  if  weakly  and  deform- 
ed, they  ordered  them  to  be  call  into  a  deep  ca- 
vern in  the  earth,  near  the  mountain  Taygetus, 
as  thinking  it  neither  for  the  good  of  the  chil- 
dren nor  for  the  public  interelt,  that  defective 
children  fhouldfcc  brought  up.  It  was  the  un- 
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happy  fate  of  daughters  efpecially  to  be  thus 
treated,  as  requiring  more  charges  to  educate 
and  fettle  them  in  the  world  than  fons."* 

IN  fever al  nations,  not  only  infants,  but  alfo 
the  aged  and  the  infirm,  were  expofed  and  left 
to  perilh. 

ANOTHER  horrid  inhumanity,  prevalent  a- 
mong  the  antient  heathens,  was  the  practice  of 
facrificing  captives  and  flaves  at  the  funerals  of 
the  dead.  Thus  Achilles  facrificed  twelve  young 
Trojans  to  the  manes  of  Patroclus  ;  and  Eneas 
fent  captives  to  Evander,  to  be  facrificed  at  the  fu- 
neral of  Pallas.  This  was  firft  pradifed  with  ref- 
pect  to  perfons  of  great  eminence  only,  but  at 
length  it  was  done  at  the  funerals  of  all  perfons 
of  property,  and  became  a  neceflary  part  of  the 
ceremony. 

ANOTHER  practice  as  horrid  as  any  I  have 
mentioned,  was  that  of  exhibiting  gladiators, 
trained  to  fencing  and  the  ufe  of  the  fword,  fpear, 
&c.  on  purpofe  that  they  might  fight  and  kill 
one  another  on  the  ftage,  for  the  mere  entertain- 
ment of  the  fpectators,  as  fonie  people  now  bait 
bulls  and  fet  dogs  to  fighting.  "  Thefe  poor 
wretches  were  made  to  fwear  that  they  would 
fight  unto  death  ;  and  if  they  failed  of  this,  they 
were  put  to  death  by  fire  or  fword,  clubs,  whips, 
or  the  like."f  "  Thofe  who  have  not  attended 
to  hiftory,  are  apt  to  imagine,  that  the  exhibi- 
tion of  gladiators  was  a  rare  thing,  and  that 
when  it  happened,  a  few  pairs  only  were  engag- 
ed. But  it  was  far  otherwife.  Under  the  Ro- 
man emperors  this  inhuman  entertainment  coil 
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innumerable  lives.      Cefar  when  Edile,   gave 
three   hundred  and  twenty  gladiators.     Gordi- 
an  in  the  time  of  his  Edilefhip,  exhibited  twelve 
entertainments,  that  is,  one  in  each  month. '  In 
fome  of  thefe- were   five   hundred     champions, 
and  in  none  of  them  lefs  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty.     Taking  it  at  a   medium,  he   mud  have 
exhibited   at   the   very  lead,  three  thoufand. 
Titus  exhibited  thefe  cruel  mows  for  an  hun- 
dred days  together.     The  good   and  moderate 
Trajan  continued  thefe  fpedacles  for   an  hun- 
dred and  twenty  three  days  ;  and  in  that   time 
gave  ten   thoufand*     When  we   confider  how 
many  different  ranks  of  people  gave  thefe  enter- 
tainments, Ediles,  Pretors,   Queftors,   Confuls, 
Emperors  and  Priefls,  befides   private  perfons 
at  funerals  (which  become  fo   common  a  prac- 
tice, that  it  was  an  article  in  a  lafl  will)  we  muft 
be   convinced,    that   the   numbers    were  vaft. 
What  adds  to  the   inhumanity  of  this  cuftom, 
is,  that  it  was  defigned  for  a  gay  entertainment 
and  was  attended  as  fuch.     This    horrible  cuf- 
tom  grew   to  fuch  an  extravagance,  that  it  was 
found  neceflary  to  moderate  it  by  law,  in  the  time 
of  the  heathen  Emperors.  Conitantine  firft  pro- 
hibited it  altogether.     But  fo  violent  was  the 
tafte  for  it,  that  it  crept  in  again.     The   Empe- 
ror Honorius  entirely  fuppreifed  it.5'* 

I  SHALL  take  notice  of  only  one  more  vice  of 
the  antient  heathens,  that  is  filicide.  This  was 
recommended  by  many  philofophers,  as  an  he- 
roic a£b  of  virtue,  and  was  praclifed  by  fome  of 
the  higheft  fame,  as  by  Zeno  the  founder  of  the 
feel:  of  the  Stoics,  by  Cato  of  Utica,  and  by  Bru- 
tus. No  wonder  if  under  fuch  inftructors  and 

iSJbl$ii39C;  8r    •  

*  Dod.  Leachman's  Sermon  i.  Cor.  i.  21. 


32       ELECTION    SERMON. 

fuch  examples,  filicide  was  very  common 
among  the  antients.  Befide  the  wickednefs  of 
this  in  the  fight  of  God,  the  ruinous  tendency 
of  it  in  a  political  vie  w  is  Eianifeft  on  the  flight- 
eft  reflection.  By  this  one  vice  not  only  any 
man  may  deprive  the  flate  of  his  did  and  throw 
his  family  and  dependents  on  the  public  ;  but 
the  moll  important  citizens,  by  tn  rowing  away 
their  own  lives  in  the  mod  important  and  criti- 
cal moment,  may  greatly  endanger  and  entire- 
ly overthrow  the  commonwealth.  What  if  our 
-Wafloington^  or  the  moil  wife  and  it- fln.ential  mem- 
bers of  our  Congrefs,  had  deftroyed  themfelves 
in  the  mod  critical  periods  of  the  late  war  ? 

FROM  this  brief  furvey  of  the  vices  of  the  an- 
tient  heathens,  I  leave  my  hearers  to  judge  how 
well  founded  the  objection  a;; .-  dnft  chriftianity  is, 
that  it  has  depraved  the  morals  of  mankind. 

I  HAVE  now  finifhed  the  obfervations  which 
I  intended,  on  the  fubjed  pro-poled,  which  was, 
The  neceffity  of  a  belief  of  chriitianity  by  the  ci- 
tizens of  this  flate,  in  order  to  our  public  and 
political  profperity.  In  fubferviency  to  this 
general  defign  I  have  endeavoured  to  fhow,  that 
fome  religion  is  neceflary  to  our  political  prof- 
perity ;  that  no  other  religion  than  the  chrif- 
tian,  can  be  generally  received  and  eftablifhed 
in  this  country ;  and  that  if  fome  other  religion 
could  be  eftablifhed  among  us,  it  would  by  no 
means  be  fo  ufeful  in  a  political  view,  as  the 
chriftian.  I  have  endeavoured  to  illuftrate  the 
Jaft  obfervation  by  a  comparifon  of  chriftianity 
with  the  philofophical  religion  of  infidelity  and 
with  antient  paganifm.  I  now  beg  leave  to  make 
two  or  three  inferences  from  what  has  beenfaid. 
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i.  IF  chriflianity  be  more  ufeful  than  any 
other  religion,  even  for  political  purpofes,  we 
may  prefume  that  it  is  flill  more  ufeful  for  the 
other  purppfes,  which  are  indeed  its  immediate 
objects,  piety  and  true  virtue,  and  peace  and 
comfort  in  them.  The  great  foundations  of  re- 
ligion and  virtue  are,  the  moral  perfections  of 
God,  his  moral  government,  the  rule  of  our  du- 
ty, a  future  ftate  of  retribution,  the  poffibility  of 
pardon  and  the  end  of  our  creation.  Let  us  in 
thefe  feveral  particulars  compare  chriilianity 
with  the  philofophical  religion,  which  is  the  on- 
ly rival  of  chriflianity  with  any  among  us. 

i .  As  to  the  moral  perfections  of  God,  chriftian- 
ity  certainly  teaches  them  more  clearly  than  they 
can  be  learnt  from  any  light  afforded  by  the  philo- 
fophical religion.  The  fcriptures  aiTure  us,  that 
holy,; holy,  holy  is  the  Lord  ofhofts;  that  he 
is  a  God  of  truth  and  without  iniquity,  juft  and 
right  is  he;  thatheis  the  Lord,  the  Lord  God  mer- 
ciful and  gracious,  long  fuffering,  and  abundant 
in  goodnefs  and  truth,  keeping  mercy  for  thou- 
fands,  forgiving  iniquity  and  tranfgreflion  and 
fin,  and  that  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty. 
Yea,  they  allure  us,  that  God  is  love.  They 
clear  up  the  difficulty  arifing  from  the  evil  in 
the  world,  by  informing  us  of  the  end  of  all 
things,  and  that  all  things  fhall  finally  be  overrul- 
ed for  good.  But  the  philofophical  religion  gives 
no  clear  evidence  at  all  of  the  moral  perfections 
of  God.  This  is  acknowledged  by  fome  of  the 
principal  writers  on  that  fyftem.  Hume,  the 
moil  acute  of  all  infidels,  fays  we  ought  to  in- 
fer from  the  works  of  God,  intermixed  as  they 
are  with  good  and  evil,  that  God  is  of  a  mixed 
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character,  partly  good  and  partly  evil.  Alfo 
Lord  Bolingbroke,  another  principal  deiftical 
writer,  holds,  that  there  is  no  evidence  of  the 
moral  perfections  of  God. 

2.  THE  like  advantage  have  we  by  the  fcrip- 
tures  as  to  the  evidence  of  the  reality  and  nature 
of  the  moral  government  of  God.  On  the  pre- 
tence that  we  are  under  the  influence  of  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  coaction,  it  is  denied  by  fome  infidels 
that  we  are  moral  agents,  and  that  we  are  ca- 
pable of  either  virtue  or  vice.  Now  not  only 
is  this  matter  cleared  up  by  revelation,  but  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  to  be  confident,  fuch  infi- 
dels ought  alfo  to  deny,  that  we  are  capable  of 
any  crime  in  civil  fociety. 

IF  we  be  not  moral  agents,  we  are  no  more 
capable  of  murder,  than  a  ftock  or  a  (lone  ;  and 
a  man  who  from  malice  prepenfe  kills  another, 
no  more  deferves  punifhment,  than  the  ftone  or 
the  tree,  which  falls  on  a  man  and  crufhes  him 
to  death  ;  and  the  man  who  from  a  wifh  to  in* 
troduce  and  eftablifh  arbitrary  government  in  his 
country,  now  a  free  and  happy  republic,  betraya 
its  {hips  and  fortrefles,  no  more  deferves  punifh- 
ment, than  the  tempefts  which  link  the  former, 
or  the  fire  which  confumes  the  latter. 

SOME  deny,  that  God  at  all  concerns  himfelf 
with  human  affairs  or  actions.  But  this  is  not 
only  not  reconcileable  with  the  fcriptures,  but 
not  with  the  moral  perfections  of  God.  If  we 
be  capable  of  virtue,  and  yet  he  neglect  us,  fo  as 
not  to  fet  before  us  proper  motives  to  it,  and 
not  to  fhow  by  proper  rewards  and  punifhments 
his  approbation  of  the  virtuous,  and  difappro* 
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bation  of  the  vicious ;  this  cannot  be  reconciled 
with  his  moral  perfection* 

IT  is  further  urged,  that  we  are  not  in  any 
cafe  punifhable,  as  all  things  are  right,  or  as 
the  poet  expreffes  it,  whatever  is,  is  right.  If 
by  this  obfervation  be  meant,  that  things  are  by 
the  all-wife  and  all-governing  providence  of  God, 
overruled  to  anfwer  a  good  purpofe,  though  in 
many  inflances  directly  contrary  to  their  natural 
tendency;  this  is  granted.  But  if  it  be  meant, 
that  all  things  in  their  own  nature  tend  to  good, 
this  is  not  true.  Malice  has  no  natural  tenden- 
cy to  good  but  a  natural  tendency  to  evil.  On 
the  other  hand,  benevolence  has  a  natural  ten- 
dency to  good.  Nor  will  it  be  pretended,  that 
if  malice  reigned  through  the  univerfe,  the  uni- 
verfe  would  be  as  happy,  as  if  benevolence 
univerfally  reigned.  It  is  the  natural  tendency 
of  a  rational  action,  which  determines  its  moral 
quality,  and  not  the  confequence  produced  by 
Almighty  God,  contrary  to  its  natural  tendency. 

IF  all  human  actions  were  hi  a  moral  view 
indifferent,  we  mould  no  more  deferve  puni  la- 
ment for  murder,  than  we  mould  for  faving 
our  country  from  ruin. 

THIS  fcheme  (huts  ail  moral  good  out  of  the 
univerfe,  as  well  as  all  moral  evil.  For  if  all 
the  tempers  and  actions  of  men,  are  as  to  mo- 
rality alike,  it  muft  be  becaufe  there  is  no  mo- 
rality in  any  of  them.  If  there  be  moral  good 
in  any  of  thofe  tempers  or  actions,  there  mufl 
be  moral  evil  in  the  directly  oppofite ;  and  it 
there  be  no  moral  evil  in  the  latter,  there  is  no 
moral  good  in  the  former :  as  if  there  were,  nr 
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natural   evil    in   pain  there  would  be  no   na- 
tural good  in  pleafure.- 

BUT  while  infidels  confound  themfelves  and 
the  principles  of  reafon,  in  their  difcourles  con- 
cerning the  moral  government  of  God  ;  the 
fcriptures  affupe  us  of  the  reality  of  that  govern- 
ment, and  of  our  accountablenefs  to  God. 

3.  THE  fcriptures  give  us  a  plain  and  excel- 
lent rule  of  duty,  pointing  out  our  duty  not  only 
in  general,  but  in  all  the  mofl  important  particu- 
lars.    How  extremely  deficient  in  this  inftance 
alfo,  is  the  philofophical  religion  ?  It  is  indeed 
faidj,  that  the  rule  of  our    duty    is    right  reafcn 
and  the  law  of  nature,  and  that  virtue  is  a  con- 
formity to  them.     But   this  is  faying  no   more 
than  that  virtue  is  virtue,  and  that  the   rule  of 
our  duty  is  the  rule  of  our  duty.     For  right 
reafon  in  this  cafe  means  what  is  reafonable  and 
right  in  a  moral  fenfe  ;  and  duty  and  what  is 
right  in  a  moral  fenfe  are  the  fame  thing  :  and 
it  is  juft  as  difficult  to  find  out  the  law  of  reafon 
and  of  nature,  as  to  find  out  our  duty. 

4.  THE  fcriptures  give   us  the  mofl  pofitive 
affurance  of  a  future  flate.     But  the  philofophi- 
cal religion  can  never  allure  us  of  this,  becaufe 
it  cannot  aifure  us  of  the  moral   perfections  of 
God,  by  which  alone  he  is  difpofed  to  reward  the 
righteous  and  punifh  the  wicked.    Therefore  in- 
fidels are  greatly  divided  among  themfelves  on 
this  fubjed.     Some  as  was  before  obferved  be- 
lieve a  future  flate,  fome  difbelieve  it.     Thofe 
who  believe  fuch  a  flate,  believe  that  God  made 
all  men  for  their  own  perfonal   happinefs,   and 
that  therefore  he  will  make  them   all  happy  in 
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the  future  world.  But  all  this  depends  on  the 
moral  perfe&ions  of  God,  of  which  they,  as 
their  principal  writers  confefs,  have  no  evidence. 
And  if  there  be  no  evidence  of  God's  moral  per- 
fections, there  is  no  evidence,  that  he  defigns  the 
happinefs  of  his  creatures  either  here  or  hereaf- 
ter :  nor  is  there  any  evidence  but  that  he  de- 
figns  the  final  mlfery  of  all  his  creatures. — Or 
if  infidels  had  evidence  of  the  moral  perfections 
of  God,  they  would  not  have  evidence,  that 
God  made  every  man  for  the  end  of  his  perfon- 
al  happinefs.  The  perfect  goodnefs  of  God 
doubtlefs  implies,  that  he  made  all  things 
with  a  defign  to  promote  good  on  the  whole  or 
on  the  large  fcale.  So  that  taking  the  fyftem 

»of  intelligent  creatures  together,  there  mail  be 
the  greateft  pofllble  happinefs  in  it.  But  this 
does  not  imply,  that  every  individual  creature 
ihall  be  completely  happy.  There  is  no  account- 
ing for  the  calamities  and  fufferings  of  this  life 
on  any  other  fuppofition,  than  that  they  will  all 
finally  iffue  in  the  greateft  happinefs  of  the  fyf- 
tem :  and  to  fuppofe  that  they  conduce  to  the 
good  of  the  fyftem,  by  making  the  perfons  them- 
felves  who  fuffer  them  here,  more  happy  hereaf- 
ter, is  a  mere  conjecture  unfuppored  by  any  ar- 
gument. Therefore  to  indulge  it  and  to  build 
upon  it,  is  altogether  unreafonable  and  unphi- 
lofophical. 

x 

ON  the  whole,  there  is  no  evidence  but  that 
the  good  of  the  general  fyftem  may  be  promo- 
ted by  the  exemplary  punifhment  of  the  wicked 
in  the  future  world.  And  if  it  would  be  promo- 
ted by  fuch  a  punifhment,  infinite  goodnefs  not 
only  admits  of  it,  but  requires  and  demands  it. 
• 
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5.  THE  fcriptures  affure  us  of  a  way  of  par- 
don and  acceptance  with  God  ;  but  the  philo- 
fophical  religion  gives  no  fuch  affurance.     Infi- 
dels do  indeed  expect  to  be  pardoned  on  their 
bare  repentance.     But  the  expectation  of  pardon 
on  xepentance,  implies  an  acknowledgment,  that 
they  deferve  punifhment  even  though  they  re- 
pent, and  that  fuch  punifhment  would  be  juft  : 
otherwife  there  could  be  no  pardon  in  the  cafe. 
To  pardon  is  to  exempt  from  punifhment  not 
an  innocent  man,  but  a  guilty  one  :  and  to  par* 
don  a  penitent  implies  that  he  deferves   punifh- 
ment, and  that  his  punifhment   would   be  juft. 
But  if  the  punifhment  of  the  penitent  would  be 
juft,  the  intereft  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  the 
great  community  againft  which  he  has  finned, 
requires  his  punifhment.     The  very  idea  of  a 
juft  punifhment  is  of  one  which,  (there  being  no 
atonement  or  fubftitution,)  is  due  to  the  commu- 
nity or  to  the  public  good  of  the   community, 
againft  which  the  crime  punifhed  was  commit- 
ted.    But  if  the  public  good  of  God's  kingdom, 
which  is  the  univerfe,   require  the  punifhment 
of  the  finner,  it   is  not   confiftent   with  divine 
goodnefs  to  pardon  him.     What  ground  then 
has  the  infidel  to  expect  pardon,  when   both 
juftice  and  goodnefs  require  his  punifhment  ? 

6.  CHRISTIANITY  informs  us  of  the  end  of 
our  creation.     It  is  generally  holden  by  infidels, 
as   was  before  obferved,   that  we  were  made  for 
our  own  perfonal  happinefs.     But  if  this  were 
true,  it  would  prove,  that   God   does   concern 
himfelf  with  human  actions,  and  that  he   aims 
to  prevent  thofe  which  tend  to  our  definition. 
It  would  alfo  prove,  that  thofe  rational  a&ions 
which  tend  to  deftroy  our  happinefs,  are   mor- 
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ally  evil,  and  that  all  actions  are  not  in  the  fame 
fenfe  right.  The  evidence  that  God  created 
us  for  our  own  happinefs,  muft  depend  on 
the  evidence  of  God's  moral  perfections.  But 
as  has  been  obferved,  the  infidel  has  no  evidence 
ofthefe.  Befides,  if  God  really  created  us  all 
for  the  end  of  our  own  perfonal  happinefs,  it 
feems  that  he  has  in  this  world  obtained  his  end, 
in  a  very  imperfect  degree  only  ;  and  on  the 
plan  of  infidelity  there  is  no  evidence  of  a  future 
ftate.  Therefore  on  that  plan  there  is  no  evi- 
dence, that  God  will  ever  obtain  his  end  in  our 
creation. 


OR  if  infidels  fhould  grant,  that  we  were 
made  for  the  general  good  of  the  fyftem  of  in- 
telligences, this  would  be  to  give  up  the  chief 
objecl:  of  infidelity  ;  becaufe  the  general  good 
may  admit  of  our  mifery  in  the  future  world,  as 
it  does  of  our  mifery  in  this. 

jJiiK     :         f    '•    '     '.      »  *    *-'l>   l'''  V         . 

BUT  chriftianity  clearly  informs  us,  that  God 
made  all  things  for  his  glory,  implying  the  grea- 
tefl  happinefs  and  perfection  of  the  creation  as 
a  fyftem  ;  or  for  the  glorious  exercife  and  dif- 
play  of  his  power,  wifdom  and  goodnefs  in  raif- 
ing  his  kingdom,  which  is  the  creation,  as  a  fyf- 
tem, to  the  higheft  degree  of  perfection  and  hap- 
pinefs. 

,'      v  .,\   ,  ,  " '.-.->.  "    .;  ".•-.    '"'ivJ 'V''!        '  'i^';.t  :';i"  .-a'* 

THUS  we  fee  in  what  darknefs,  as  to  the  mofl 
effential  principles  of  religion,  we  fbould  have 
been  involved,  had  we  not  been  favoured  with 
the  light  of  divine  revelation,  and  in  what  dark- 
nefs they  are  involved,  who  embrace  the  philo- 
fophical  religion  of  infidelity.  And  thus  we 
have  further  proof  how  happy  that  people  is* 
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whofe  God  is  the  Lord,  not  only  as  this  cir- 
cumftance  lays  a  foundation  for  their  political 
good,  but  efpecially  as  it  lays  a  foundation  for 
true  virtue  and  piety,  for  peace  and  com- 
fort here  and  eternal  happinefs  in  the  favour 
of  God  hereafter. 

2.  A  SECOND  inference  from  this  fubjecl:   is, 
that  fmce  chriflianity  appears  to  be  neceilary  to 
the  public  good  of  the  ftate,  it  ought  to  be  en- 
couraged by  magiflrates  and  rulers  of  every 
defcription.     They    are  appointed  to   be  the 
guardians  of  the  public  good  ;  of  courfe  it   is 
their  duty  to  protect  and  promote    every  thing 
tending  to  it,  and  efpecially  every  thing  necef- 
fary  to  it.     Therefore  as  chriflianity  is  necefTa- 
ry  to  the  public  good,  they  are  bound  to  encou- 
rage, promote  and  inculcate  that,  by  their  exam, 
pie  and  profeflion,  by  fpeaking  and  acting   in 
favour  of  it  both  in  public  and  private,  by  fup- 
porting  chriftian  ordinances  and   worfhip,   and 
by  promoting  to  places  of  truft  and  profit  thofc 
who  profefs  it  and  live  agreeably,  and  who  are 
otherwife  properly  qualified.     Magiflrates  are 
called  to  do  all  this  on  the  ground  of  the  found- 
eft  policy. 

3.  FOR  the  fame  reafons  the  citizens  in  gene* 
ral  are  obligated  to   encourage   and   promote 
chriftianity,  by  being  themfelves  chriftians  and 
that  not  only  in  pfofeflion,  but   in  heart  and 
life,  and  by   giving  their  fuffrages   for   thofe 
who  are  of  the  fame  character.     It  is  indeed  to 
be  confeffed,  that  not  all  profefled  chriftians  are 
good  men  or  real  chriftians;  yet' among   pro- 
feffed   chriftians  are  many  men,  who    poffefs 
good  abilities  and  a  proper  fhare  of  informati- 
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on,  who  are  ftri&ly  moral  and  upright,  and  who 
expert  to  give  an  account  of  their  conducl  to 
God.  Such  are  the  men  to  be  promoted  in  the 
ftate  ;  and  the  citizens  by  promoting  fuch 
men,  will  encourage  and  promote  chriftianity, 
and  at  the  fame  time  promote  the  good  of  the 
ftate. 

I  BEG  the  further  patience  of  the  auditory, 
while  I  clofe  the  difcourfe,  with  the  addrefles 
lifual  on  this  occafion. 

IN  the  firft  place  I  beg  leave  to  addrefs  my- 
felf  to  His  Excellency  the  GOVERNOR, 

MAY  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  EXCELLENCY, 

IN  obedience  to  your  command  I  appear  in 
the  delk  this  day  ;  and  I  could  think  of  no  fub- 
ject  mote  important  and  at  the  fame  time  mor$ 
fui  table  to  the  prefent  occafion,  than  the  happi- 
nefs  of  that  people  whofe  God  is  the  LORD. 
I  have  therefore  endeavoured  to  illuflrate  the 
neceflity  of  the  chriftian  faith  and  practice,  to  the 
profperity  of  the  ftate.  I  may  appeal  to  your 
Excellency  how  far  this  faith  and  practice  have 
hitherto  contributed  to  our  political  profperity. 
Had  not  our  anceftors  been  firm  and  exempla- 
ry in  this  faith  and  practice  ;  had  they  not  ta- 
ken pains  to  hand  them  down  to  us  ;  had  they 
not  in  all  their  towns  and  fettlements  inftituted 
fchools,  in  which  the  principles  of  chriftianity, 
as  well  as  other  things  were  taught ;  had  they 
not  provided  for  the  fupport  of  public  worfhip, 
for  the  due  obfervance  of  the  Lord's  day  and 
for  the  public  teaching  of  chriftianity  on  that 
day  5  had  they  not  provided  for  the  fupport 
F 
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pf  a  ftudious  and  learned  miniftry,  who   being 
themfelves  men  of  knowledge,  fhould  be  able 
to  inftruct  others  j  I  appeal  to  your  Excellen- 
cy, whether  our  political  affairs  would   not   at 
prefent  have  worn  a  very  different  afpect.     And 
if  our  fupreme  magiilrates  had  not  been,  both 
by  profeflion  and  apparent  practice,  chrifiians, 
it  would   doubtlefs  have  had  a  very  baleful  in- 
fluence on  the  chriftian  and  moral  character  of 
the  people   at  large,  and  confequently   on  our 
political  profperity.     But  we  are  happy  in  that 
we  have  had  from  the  beginning,  even  to  the  pre- 
fent clay,  a  feries  of  Governors,  who  have  been 
jiot  only  an  honour  to  the  flate,  but  ornaments 
to  our  churches.     May  fuch  a  feries  be  ftill  kept 
up  without  interruption.     This,  as  it  will  be  a 
proof  of  our  chriftian  character,  will  alfo  be  a 
proof  of  our  public  profperity  in  every  fucceffive 
period,  and  a  pledge  of  our  fubfequent  profper- 
ity.   May  God  grant,  that  your  Excellency  (hall 
effectually  contribute  to  this  profperity  in  every 
way,  in  which  your  eminent  fituation  affords 
opportunity.     And  when  earthly  dates  and  em- 
pires fhall  be  no  more,  may   your  Excellency, 
in   that  feries  of  excellent   men  and  excellent 
Governors,    and  among   all    real    chriftians, 
"  mine  forth  as  the  fun  in  the  kingdom  of  your 
Father." 

2.  THE  difcourfe  addreffes  itfelf  to  his  Hon- 
our the  Lieutenant  Governour,  to  the  Legifla- 
tive  Council  of  the  (late,  and  to  the  Reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  towns  in  General  Affembly. 

HONOURABLE  LEGISLATORS, 

SINCE  the  belief  and  practice  of  chriftianity 
fg  aecofiary  to  the  political  good  of  our  flate, 
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and  fince  you  are  appointed  to  be  the  guardians 
of  our  political  good,  I  thought  it  not  imperti- 
nent to  fugged  to  you  fome  important  means, 
by  which  you  may  obtain  the  end  for  which  you 
are  appointed.     Oppofition  to  chriflianity  both 
in  faith  and  practice  was  never,  at  leaft   in  our 
country,   fo  great   and  fo  increafmg,  as  at  the 
prefent  day.     It  lies  with  you,  gentlemen,  by  a 
fteady  belief,  profeffion  and  practice  of  chriftian- 
ity  ;  by  your  converfation  and  weight  ;  by  the 
appointments  which  you  ihall  make  to  the  vari- 
ous offices,   civil  and  military,   and  by  all  your 
public  proceedings,  to  withstand  this  oppofition, 
and  to  guard  againfl  the  danger   to  the  public 
good,   arifing   from  the   depravity  of  manners 
which  oppofition  to  chriftianity  naturally  indu- 
ces.    It  is  your  province,   in  conjunction  with 
his  Excellency  the  Governour,  to  appoint  all  our 
executive  civil  authority  and  to  confer  the  high- 
er military  honours.     When  men  of  licentious 
principles  and  practice  are  promoted  either  in 
the  civil  or  military  line,  it  gives  a  dignity  and 
an  influence  to  vice  and  irreiigion.     And  "  one 
fmner  deftroys  much  good,*5  especially  when  ex- 
alted to  a  high  ilation  of  honour  and  authority. 
Now,    if  you  give  this  advantage  to  vice,  you 
will  thereby  injure  the  ftate  ;  but  more  immer 
diately  you  will  injure  religion  and  the  kingdom 
of  Chrift.     And  let  me  befeech  you  to  remem- 
ber,  that  you  alfo  have  a  mailer  in  heaven,  to 
whom  you,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  men,  mufl  give1 
an  account.     The  only  way  to  gain  his  appro- 
bation is,  to  keep  a  confcience  void  of  offence,, 
and   in   your  political   tranfaclions   not  to  act 
from  party  attachments  and  private  connections, 
not  to  pradice  intrigue  to  ferve  your  own  inte- 
refts  or  thofe  of  your  friends  $  but  to  endeav- 
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our  to  ferve  the  public  in  the  bed  manner  ac- 
cording to  your  capacity  and  opportunity.  In 
fo  doing  you  will  appoint  to  the  feveral  execu- 
tive offices,  men  of  knowledge  and  difcretion  5 
men  that  fear  God  and  hate  coveto.ufnefs ;  men 
who  will  be  jufl  and  rule  in  the  fear  of  God. 
By  the  promotion  of  fuch  men,  virtue  will  be 
encouraged  and  vice  will  be.  retrained  ;  by  their 
official  proceedings,  law  andjuitice  will  be  ex- 
ecuted, and  "judgment  will  run. down  as  wa- 
ters, and  righteoufiiefs  as  a  mighty  flream," 
even  that  righteouinefs  which  exalteth  a  na- 
tion." Then  fhall  our  political  interefls  be  in  a 
profperous  flate  ;  then  mail  we  be  that  happy 
people  whofe  God  is  the  Lord, 

3.  THE  Reverend  Paflors  of  the  churches, 
who  are  prefent,  willfuffer  the  word  of  exhorta- 
tion. 


MY  FATHERS  AND  BRETHREN, 

WE  who  are  employed  in  the  work  of  the 
miniftry,  are  deeply  intereited  in  this  fubject. 
We  are  interefled  in  the  profperity  of  the  flate, 
and  are  peculiarly  interefled  in  this  mean  of 
profperity  on  which  I  have  been  inlifting.  It  is 
our  bufmefs  to  fludy  and  teach  chriilianity,  and 
thus  to  promote  the  political  good  of  the  flate, 
as  well  as  the  fpiritual  good  of  the  fouls  of  our 
hearers.  This  is  a  noble  employment,  to  fidel- 
ity and  zeal  in  which,  not  only  the  motives  of 
religion  call  us,  but  even  thofe  of  patriotifm. 
Therefore  if  we  have  any  love  to  religion  and 
the  fouls  of  men  ;  nay  if  we  have  any  public 
fpirit  and  love  to  our  country,  let  us  diligently , 
fludy  the  evidences,  the  nature,  the  dodrines 
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and  duties  of  chriftianity,  and  inculcate  them 
with  all  plainnefs,  afliduity  and  perfeverance, 
giving  line  upon  line  and  precept  upon  precept* 
This  is  to  be  done, 

1.  BY  inftru&ion.     Without  communicating 
inftrudibn    and    information    concerning  the 
truth,  we  can  expect  to  do  nothing  in  our  work 
^to  any  good  purpofe.     Knowledge  and  not  ig- 
norance is  the.  mother  of  real    devotion.     The 
rational   mind  is  to  be   led  by  the  exhibition 
of  the  truth  only. 

2.  By  every  motive  to  perfuade,  drawn  from 
reafon  and  revelation,  from  time  and   eternity  ; 
and  among  others  this   motive  of  the  public 
good  of  the  ftate  and  our   general  happinefs, 
liberty  and  profperity  as  a  people,  is  not  to  be 
omitted. 

3.  BY  a  chriflian  life  and   converfation.     If 
we  do  thefe  things  ;  if  we  thus  inftrucl:,  per- 
fuade  and  live,  we  fhall  at  laft  ftand  in  our   lot, 
and  fhatl  be  owned  as  his,  when  Chrifl  our  Lord 
and  judge  "  fiiall  make  up  his  jewels.'* 

4.  I  SHALL,  in  the  laft  place,  addrefs   myfelf 
in  a  very  few  words  to  this   numerous  auditory 
colle&ively.     Men  and  brethren,   this   fubjecY 
nearly  concerns  you  all.     How   happy  would 
you  be,   if  the  Lord  were  indeed   your   God? 
Nor  can  you  be  truly  happy  on  any  other  con- 
dition.    However  profperous  you    may   be   in 
your  private  concerns,  in  your  property,  your 
bufmefs  <and  your  reputation  ;  yet   unlefs  you 
are  the  objects  of  the  favour  of  God  and   the 
heirs  of  eternal  life,  you  are  truly  in  a  miferablc 
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fituation.  You  have  not  only  the  motive  of 
eternal  happinefs  to  choofe  the  Lord  for  your 
God  -y  but  the  motives  of  the  peace,  good  order, 
and  happinefs  of  the  people  as  a  body  politic,  and 
the  general  profperity  of  the  (late.  You  all  feel 
a  firmattachmentto  your  liberties  and  to  the  priv- 
ileges of  a  republican  government.  Of  all  forms 
of  government  a  republic  moil  effentially  re- 
quires virtue  and  good  morals  in  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  in  order  to  its  profperity  and  even 
its  exiftence.  -But  the  way  to  virtue  and  good 
morals  is  to  choofe  the  Lord  for  your  God. 
Nor  is  this  all  ;  you  not  only  have  to  choofe 
and  ferve  the  Lord  yourfelves,  but  by  the  fame 
reafons  by  which  you  are  obligated  to  choo'fe 
the  Lord  for  your  God,  you  are  obligated  to 
feek  out  and  by  your.,  fufirages  to  promote  to 
legi dative  authority,  fuch  as  are  of  the  fame 
character.  In  a  republic  all  authority  is  derived 
from  the  people  :  and  fuch  as  they  generally 
are,  we  may  expect  their  reprefentatives,  legif- 
lators  and  all  their  civil  authority  will  be.  If 
you  have  the  Lord  for  your  God,  you  will  elect: 
thofe  of  the  fame  Character  with  yourfelves,  to 
to  be  your  legifiators  ;  you  will  encourage  and 
fupport  them  and  other  faithful  rulers  in  the 
thorough  difcharge  of  their  duties  of  civil  gov- 
ernment, and  you  will  withhold  your  fuffrages 
from  thofe  who  acknowledge  not  the  Lord  as 
their  God  and  regard  not  his  law.  Nor  can 
you-  confidently  and  innocently  give  your  fuf- 
frages to  men  of  this  lad  difcription  :  for  thus- 
you  would  give  a  fanction  and  influence  to  fin 
and  vice,  would  be  partakers  of  their  wicked- 
iiefs  and  would  do  an  injury  to  the  ftate. 

BUT  if  you  and  the  good  people  of  the  ftate 
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in  general  mall  unite  to  pradife  virtue  an3 
chriftianity,  and  to  promote  the  wifeft  and  befl 
men  among  us,  we  mail  doubtlefs  be  that  happy 
people  defcribed  in  the  text,  and  as  fo  many  in- 
ftances  of  our  happinefs  "  judgment  fhall  dwell 
in  the  wildernefs  and  righteoufnefs  remain  in 
the  fruitful  field.  And  the  work  of  righteouf- 
nefs fhall  be  peace,  and  the  effeft  of  righteouf- 
nefs quietnefs  and  alfurance  for  ever.5' 


*THE    END 
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